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INTRODUCTION
Sir Lionel and Mr. Link are two misunderstood creatures on a search to find acceptance and
a place where they belong. It takes a hair-raising, hilarious trip around the world for them
to ultimately discover that it’s their new-found friendship that provides all the understanding
& acceptance they’ve been seeking.
Finding our place in the world and making lasting friends can be challenging. But as long
as we are open to new adventures and new possibilities, we will make discoveries about
ourselves, we’ll meet new people, and eventually find a place where we belong.

GROUP ACTIVITY

Adventures can lead to surprising friendships.
In the film Missing Link, our hero Mr. Link asks someone he’s just met to travel with
him on a journey around the world. It’s a bold request that leads to a hilariously
action-packed adventure and an unexpected friendship.

Activity
Ask each student to think of an adventure they’ve had in their life that they would like to
share. Ask the students some (or all) of the questions below and, by a show of hands,
divide the class after each answer until there are several small groups of 2-4 people.
Did the adventure happen in the daytime or nighttime? Were you warm or cold?
Were you alone or with others? Was it scary or not scary? Was it fun or not fun?
Would you do it again? Yes or no?
Once the groups are established, have students share their stories with others
in their group, and notice the similarities in their different experiences. Discuss
how shared experiences can bring unexpected people together, and lead to
unexpected friendships.
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ABSURD WORDS

Fun with grammar and sentence structure.
Below is a brief story describing Mr. Link and Sir Lionel’s first meeting
in the film Missing Link. Some words have been removed.

Activity
Before reading the story to the group or sharing any of its contents, ask the students
to help you fill in all the blanks with random words that match the descriptions. The
more varied and unrelated their word choices are to the story, the sillier it will sound
when it’s finished.
EXAMPLE: Sir Lionel Frost had journeyed all the way from
to the densely forested

a pizza restaurant
PLACE

door knobs

of the Pacific Northwest…

PLURAL NOUN

Sir Lionel Frost had journeyed all the way from

to the densely
PLACE

forested

of the Pacific Northwest in search of one of the strangest
PLURAL NOUN

mythological creatures to ever

the face of the

.

VERB

NOUN

Now, he was so close to the beast he could

it. As he wandered the forest,
VERB

riding his trusty

, he heard the sudden

of a branch.
NOISE

NOUN

Turning his

, he noticed a

figure loping through the trees.

B O D Y PA R T

ADJECTIVE

After a long chase, he caught up with the beast in a large

in the woods.
NOUN

The beast let out a

, then a

, and finally it began to

NOISE

NOISE

speak. In fact, it spoke perfect

.
LANGUAGE

Sir Lionel called him Mr. Link, as in Missing Link. Get it?
Mr. Link told Sir Lionel all about his

,
NOUN

and together, the two traveled the world and
became the very best of

.
PLURAL NOUN
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1

The beast stops suddenly in a
large clearing.

5

Sir Lionel Frost hears a noise in
the woods.

Example

He turns to his pursuer...

A large beast suddenly leaps
from the shadows.

6

2

important moments and draw those moments in the blank panels below.

...and in perfect English says,
“Lionel Frost, I presume.”

Sir Lionel gives chase.

stories from the group activity, see if they can break their stories into the eight most

and Sir Lionel’s first meeting with eight simple pictures. Using the students’ adventure

Look at these actual story boards from Missing Link. Notice how they tell the story of Link

Activity

turning written words into moving pictures.

book, story boards are hand-drawn by artists. They are the first step in the process of

To help visualize the story, moviemakers rely on “story boards”. Like pictures in a comic

Either way, it’s the moviemaker’s job to translate the written story into moving pictures.

Sometimes they’re adapted from books. Sometimes they’re written as original screenplays.

A movie is simply a story told with moving pictures. Where do these stories come from?

Translating a written story to pictures.

STORY BOARDS

7

3

8

Sir Lionel can’t believe his ears.
“You can speak!” he declares.

They run through the woods,
hurdling logs and streams.

4

8
7

6
5
4

3
2
1
Your Story
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CHARACTER FACES
Expressing your feelings.
Facial expressions communicate clues about what’s happening
inside our brains. Muscles in our faces reveal thoughts and
feelings without ever having to say a word. A big part of
animation is creating all the facial expressions that reveal
what each character is thinking and feeling. These hand-drawn
pictures of Mr. Link were used by the filmmakers to explore how
the muscles in his face might express his different feelings.

Activity
Ask the students to choose one drawing of Mr. Link and do
their best to copy it on a blank sheet of paper. What emotion
is he expressing? Can you make that expression using the
muscles in your own face?
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ANIMATION EXERCISE 01

THAUMATROPE
Friendship in motion.
This simple device with a complicated name shows the basic optical illusion of animation.
The concept known as “persistence of vision” will show how two images can appear as one.

Activity
Have the students cut out each circle along the dotted lines. Glue or tape them back
to back with edge markings aligned, and attach them to a stick or pencil (see diagram).
Twist the stick back and forth between your palms and notice how Sir Lionel and Mr. Link
appear to be standing next to each other.
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ANIMATION EXERCISE 02

MR. LINK FLIP BOOK

Making your own animated movie.
A flip book shows another simple form of animation.

pair of scissors

x4 frame sheets

glue

x33 notecards

Activity
FLI

Have the students cut out the images on the following pages
and stack them together in numbered order. Have them pinch
the stack at one edge and flip through the images quickly with
their thumbs. Notice the optical illusion. Mr. Link appears to be
running. Color the images. Attach each image to a 3x5” index
card with glue or tape. Secure the cards at one end with a clip or
rubber band. If you’re feeling extra creative, draw something on
the back of each card to make your own animated flip book.

1 of 4

cut out image

+

paste
on
right
side

=
clip or
rubber band

3”x5” notecard

1

2

3

4

5

6
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ANIMATION EXERCISE 02
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ANIMATION EXERCISE 02
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ANIMATION EXERCISE 02
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From LAIKA, the animation studio behind Kubo and the Two Strings, comes
this raucous comedy and epic action/adventure about funny and gentle
Mr. Link (Zach Galifianakis). He’s the very last of his species, and he
yearns for companionship and a place where he belongs. To help find
his rumored cousins in the fabled Valley of Shangri-La, Mr. Link recruits
Sir Lionel Frost (Hugh Jackman), the “world’s greatest” sleuth of myths
and monsters. Together with resourceful adventurer Adelina Fortnight (Zoe
Saldana), they embark on a hilarious globe-trotting journey to find Link’s

IN THEATRES APRIL 12

far-flung family, and in the process, find something none of them expected.

FOR MORE BEHIND THE SCENES OF MISSING LINK OR TO EXPLORE OTHER LAIKA FILMS AND CONTENT VISIT LAIKA.COM

DO YOU WANT TO TAKE YOUR CLASS TO SEE MISSING LINK?
Submit a group sales request to www.missinglinktickets.com/group-screening
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