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F E A T U R E S  D E P A R T M E N T S

33 FILM FESTIVAL PRIMER 
The Toronto International Film
Festival kicks off this month with
must-see movies debuting in
Hogtown. But don’t worry if you
can’t make it, Famous chatted with
the stars of three films screening at
TIFF, all of which are destined to hit
mexaplexes soon — Jodie Foster for
the revenge thriller The Brave One;
Jake Gyllenhaal for the political
drama Rendition; and 
Cate Blanchett for the historical
sequel Elizabeth: The Golden Age.
PLUS: On page 40 we highlight the
nation’s other notable festivals 

C O V E R S T O R Y
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20 SOUL MATES 
Good Luck Chuck’s leads Dane Cook
and Jessica Alba trade compliments
and explain why starring in a
raunchy sex comedy is an excellent
career move I BY BOB STRAUSS

24 GOING UNDERGROUND
Director David Cronenberg’s dark
drama Eastern Promises stars 
Naomi Watts as a midwife whose
search for a dead woman’s identity
gets her in trouble with London’s
Russian Mafia. Here she discusses
her love of intense roles, and why
this one actually left her feeling
refreshed I BY EARL DITTMAN 

28 THE KINGDOM’S COME
Jamie Foxx says winning an Oscar
moved him to the front of the acting
line, and helped land him the lead
in this month’s Middle East drama 
The Kingdom. Find out why this
former comedian has turned his back
on getting laughs I BY EARL DITTMAN
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The Toronto International Film Festival
is undoubtedly one of the paramount
film festivals in the world. In fact,

most insiders place it behind only Cannes
in terms of importance. Some place it ahead.

But let’s be honest. 
If you’re a Canadian living outside of

Toronto, the 10-day schmooze fest is little
more than some splashy coverage on one
of those dinner-hour, CanCon-themed 
entertainment shows, or the odd red-carpet
photo in your local paper’s movie section.

Even if you do live in Toronto you have to be a pretty solid cinephile
to brave the line-ups and crowds to catch a screening of an obscure
foreign film that may, or may not, be any good. 

And yet, as Canada’s national movie magazine, we can’t resist the
opportunity to cover the country’s biggest celebration of movies; so
we’ve decided to take a democratic approach by covering four major
films that will screen at TIFF (as industry types call it), but then open
wide across the country within the next couple of months.

Our Film Festival Section begins on page 33 and features interviews
with cover girl Cate Blanchett for Elizabeth: The Golden Age, the sequel to
her 1998 pic about Queen Elizabeth I; Jake Gyllenhaal for Rendition, a
drama about a CIA agent who witnesses a brutal interrogation; and
Jodie Foster for her vigilante-justice thriller The Brave One. And everyone
living outside of T.O. should check out page 40 for info on eight more
film festivals taking place across the country this month.

Now, I said we were covering four TIFF films in this issue, but only
listed three above. That’s because we decided to break Naomi Watts out
of the pack and give her a full-length feature for Eastern Promises, 
director David Cronenberg’s contribution to this year’s festival.
Read “Watts Sheds Light on Dark Movie,” page 24, to find out why
Watts wants to manipulate your emotions and play tricks on your mind.

Films about the events and consequences of the War on Terror are
coming fast and furious these days. Whether it’s a true story like 
A Mighty Heart or a fictional take on world events like Rendition, we’ve
clearly emerged from the period in which using film to comment on
the war is verboten. 

This month’s contribution to the emerging genre is Jamie Foxx’s 
The Kingdom. The movie begins with a bombing at a Western housing
complex in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, much like 
the one that actually happened in Riyadh four 
years ago. In “The Desert Foxx,” page 28, the 
actor/comedian tells us why he’s made only 
serious films of late.

And to lighten things up, we have “A Date
With Destiny,” page 20, an interview with 
Jessica Alba and Dane Cook about their new 
comedy Good Luck Chuck. —MARNI WEISZ
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CAUGHTONFILM
BONO, PENÉLOPE CRUZ, ANDY SAMBERG, ISLA FISHER, JOSHUA JACKSON, DIANE KRUGER, HILARY SWANK, JIM CARREY
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“It’s not mine, I swear.”
Andy Samberg looks 
nervous as he rubs co-star
Isla Fisher’s pregnant belly 
at the L.A. premiere of 
Hot Rod. Don’t worry, Andy.
We’re pretty sure that babe
belongs to Fisher’s fiancé
Sacha Baron Cohen. 
PHOTO BY KEVIN WINTER/GETTY

“I was in Troy you know!”
German starlet Diane Kruger
(Troy, National Treasure)
takes a picture of her
boyfriend, Canadian 
actor Joshua Jackson, with 
a fan in London’s West End. 
PHOTO BY SIMON HAMMOND/

SPLASH-KEYSTONE

Bono and Penélope Cruz
have given no reason why
they spent a day holding
hands in the French resort
town of Saint-Tropez. But
from the smiles on their faces
as the paparazzi snapped
away, we can only guess 
they were trying to mess 
with our minds. No word how
Mrs. Bono, Ali Hewson, felt
about it all. 
PHOTO BY SPLASH/KEYSTONE  

Puppies!!! Jim Carrey
spends a day tussling 
around on a Malibu beach
with the two latest — and
cutest — additions to his
family, a couple of 
Labrador retriever pups. 
PHOTO BY CLIFF SOBEL/SPLASH-KEYSTONE

What, they couldn’t 
find her a chair? Hilary Swank
makes herself comfortable on
the lap of her boyfriend,
agent John Campisi, while
attending the Ischia Global
Film & Music Festival. 
Ischia is an island in the 
Gulf of Naples. Tough life.
Swank was there to accept
the Legend Award. 
PHOTO BY SPLASH-KEYSTONE
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shorts I

Audiences get their first look at
Quebecois superstar Roy Dupuis 

as Lieutenant-General Roméo Dallaire 
this month, as the dramatization of
Dallaire’s book Shake Hands With the 
Devil hits theatres.

And whether or not moviegoers feel
Dupuis managed to capture the essence of
the Canadian who presided over UN forces
during the 1994 Rwandan genocide, there’s
no denying that his uniform is spot on. 

That’s because it is Dallaire’s uniform,
the one he wore throughout the crisis that
saw hundreds of thousands of Tutsis and
Hutu moderates killed at the hands of
Hutu extremists. While Dallaire famously
battled red tape and bureaucracy as scores
died, he is credited with saving tens of
thousands more. 

Joyce Schure, the film’s costume
designer, says Dallaire donated not 
only his summer dress uniform, but also
insignia, medals and belts to the shoot
because he wanted the movie to be as
accurate as possible. “But not his famous
blue beret,” notes Schure, “that had been
lost along the way.”

Schure had to find the rest of the film’s
uniforms at army surplus stores — some as
far away as Paris, France — because the
UN’s uniforms have changed since the
events of the movie. 

“Just knowing what [the Lt. Gen.] 
had gone through and that those items 
had had a place in time during that
tragedy…” begins Schure. “You know, 
they say personal items that belonged to
people carry an energy or a history, so it
was with a great deal of reverence and 
care that I handled them.”

The only part of the uniform that wasn’t
used was the shirt; the actor was too big so
the insignia were sewn on to a new one.
And Schure admits some adjustments had
to be made to the rest of the uniform —
not so much because the men differ in
size, but because, as Schure puts it,
military uniforms are “not designed for
actors on camera, they’re not necessarily
the most flattering cut.”—MW

We’re not giving anything away by telling
you that at some point in the new 

Brad Pitt movie, The Assassination of Jesse
James by the Coward Robert Ford, Mr. James
is assassinated by Robert Ford. C’mon, it’s
right in the title. Ford, a latecomer to James’s
band of outlaws, took the notorious hold-up

man down in the hopes the deed would make
him a legend. And this is the tiny St. Joseph,
Missouri, house in which it all happened on
April 3, 1882. In 1939 the house was moved
from its foundations at 1318 Lafayette Street
to the busy Belt Highway in the hopes of
attracting tourists, but in 1977 it was moved
to its current location, just a couple of
blocks from where it originally stood. 
For $2 (U.S.) you can step inside the house,
which remains much as it was on that 
fateful day. For another $5 you can buy a
commemorative shot glass. —MW

Artifact
This month’s objet de film: 
Jesse James Home

THE CLOTHES
(HELP) MAKE 
THE MAN 
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It’s funny,” says Greg Bryk. “I’ve stayed
home and raised my kids for large portions
of their life. And I’ve made cupcakes and

volunteered for the tea at Montessori. And
yet I play monsters.”

The 34-year-old Winnipeg-born actor is
at his east end Toronto home on a day off
from shooting next year’s The Incredible
Hulk. He has a small role as an arrogant
Delta Force commando who runs around
with a gun trying to track down scientist
Bruce Banner (Edward Norton). 

It’s just the latest in a long list of
unpleasant characters Bryk’s played since
getting his first screen role as a Gestapo
clerk in the 1998 TV movie The Rescuers. 

The father of three freely admits his
angular northern European features — or as
he puts it, “high cheekbones and, at times,
cruel eyes” — helped him get that first
role, and many of the other callous, unkind
and downright evil parts that followed.

He played despised curler Alexander 
“The Juggernaut” Yount in Men With
Brooms. This month’s Toronto International
Film Festival features him in two movies, as
a Satanist in Weirdsville and a homophobic
racist in Poor Boy’s Game. But most famously
he played Billy, one of two crooks that kill

the owners of a motel — and their little girl
— in the shocking opening sequence to
David Cronenberg’s A History of Violence. 

Even as one of Christ’s followers in the
2003 bible film The Gospel of John, Bryk’s
character had an edge. “I was one of the
disciples,” he says, “but I was Simon the
Zealot, so I was the most temperamental,
sort of violent…the guy who when the
Romans come picks up the stone and is
ready to go to war.” 

The gun-toting character he plays opposite
Clive Owen and Paul Giamatti in this month’s
thriller Shoot ’Em Up doesn’t promise to be
a pushover either. “I play this very mysterious,
morally ambiguous character called 
The Lone Man,” says Bryk, who describes
the movie as “one beautifully choreographed
gun ballet from start to finish.”

The film starts when Owen’s character
saves a baby in the middle of a gunfight, and
the rest of the movie has Giamatti’s character
trying to chase down and kill that baby. 

Bryk’s Lone Man also wants the 
child, “but you don’t know why I want 
the baby until the very end,” he says. 
“You don’t know if it’s for good or for bad,
or if I like to do clown impressions at kids’
birthday parties.” 

For the real Bryk, it would probably be
the latter. Ever the complicated guy, he
moved to Kingston, Ontario, in the early
’90s to play for Queen’s University’s football
team. (His dad, Don Bryk, was the president
of the Winnipeg Blue Bombers for a while.)

“Even though, at the time, I was a 
220-pound, shaved-head linebacker, I’d
always written poetry, I’d always liked to
express myself that way and had a sensitive
side that I kept well-hidden from my
football mates,” recalls Bryk.

In third year he took a playwriting course,
which led to an invitation to try out for a
production of Hamlet. He got the title role. 

Sensitive, yes. And yet this Montessori
dad says there’s just something that keeps
drawing him back to the bad guys.

“Real life is messy,” he says. “People
can be wonderful human beings one
minute and flying into a rage the next. I
don’t mind being like that on film. I think
some actors like to protect their image, or
they like to have the idea that they would
never behave abominably, but I know that I
can behave abominably, and I think that
you create a more interesting character if
you allow all of the colours to come out.”

—MARNI WEISZ P
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THE BROTHERS SOLOMON
WHO’S IN IT? Will Arnett, Will Forte 
WHO DIRECTED? Bob Odenkirk 
(Let’s Go to Prison)
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? While Knocked Up gave
us one clueless guy facing the perils of
parenthood, The Brothers Solomon
presents us with two idiots contemplating
fatherhood. Brothers John (Arnett) and

Dean (Forte) Solomon were home-schooled
by a protective father, which means their
social skills really, really suck. When dying
daddy wants a grandchild, the two
nincompoops set out to find a woman to
bear their heir. 

S E P T E M B E R  1 4

MR. WOODCOCK 
WHO’S IN IT? Billy Bob Thornton, 
Seann William Scott
WHO DIRECTED? Craig Gillespie (debut)
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? When it comes to
despised characters from childhood there’s
the lady who handed out dental floss on
Halloween, and there’s your gym teacher.
This comedy stars Scott as a self-help
author who returns home to stop his 
mom (Susan Sarandon) from marrying 
Mr. Woodcock (Thornton), the sadistic
middle school gym teacher who made his
childhood a living hell.

nowintheatres
I BY INGRID RANDOJA
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3:10 TO YUMA
WHO’S IN IT? Russell Crowe, Christian Bale
WHO DIRECTED? James Mangold 
(Walk the Line)
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? This remake of the
1957 western stars Bale as a cash-
strapped rancher who, along with his son,
agrees to escort a captured outlaw
(Crowe) to the train that’ll take him to the
town of Yuma. But the wily outlaw has a
way with words, and his chit-chat
unnerves his escorts, who are already on
edge expecting the bad guy’s gang to
make a daring rescue attempt. 

� HITS THEATRES SEPTEMBER 7 SHOOT ’EM UP
WHO’S IN IT? Clive Owen, Monica Bellucci
WHO DIRECTED? Michael Davis (Monster Man)
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Why would a whole squad
of hitmen (led by a maniacal Paul Giamatti)
be gunning for a newborn baby? That’s the
question Mr. Smith (Owen) — a down-and-
out former Black Ops agent — asks while
busily protecting the tiny tot from flying
bullets. Bellucci joins this operatic gun
ballet as a prostitute who provides 
on-the-run babysitting.

� HITS THEATRES SEPTEMBER 7

BigPictureSept07:BigPicture  8/3/07  10:58 AM  Page 14 ad CHECK:ad CHECK  8/7/07  4:51 PM  Page 2
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THE BRAVE ONE
WHO’S IN IT? Jodie Foster, Terrence Howard
WHO DIRECTED? Neil Jordan (Breakfast on Pluto)
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Foster may be slight in
stature but that doesn’t stop her from
taking on weighty roles. Here she plays a
National Public Radio host who copes with
a brutal physical assault and the murder of
her fiancé (Naveen Andrews) by becoming
a celebrated vigilante, taking to the streets
and killing thugs. Howard checks in as the
sympathetic cop looking for the notorious
killer. See Jodie Foster interview, page 36.

IN THE VALLEY OF ELAH
WHO’S IN IT? Tommy Lee Jones, Charlize Theron
WHO DIRECTED? Paul Haggis (Crash)
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? An Army officer (Jones)
teams with a homicide detective (Theron)
to investigate the murder of his son, a
soldier who had just returned from a 
tour in Iraq. 

EASTERN PROMISES
WHO’S IN IT? Naomi Watts, Viggo Mortensen
WHO DIRECTED? David Cronenberg 
(A History of Violence)
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? When a 14-year-old
Russian girl dies during childbirth, Anna
(Watts) — the midwife attending to her —
finds her diary and searches for her next of
kin, which makes members of London’s
Russian Mafia very nervous, especially the
charismatic Nikolai (Mortensen). 
See Naomi Watts interview, page 24.

S E P T E M B E R  1 6

WWE-PAY-PER-VIEW
UNFORGIVEN
An action-packed evening featuring WWE
Champion John Cena, Triple H, Bobby
Lashley, Batista, Rey Mysterio and all your
favorite WWE Superstars — plus the return
of the Undertaker! Countdown show begins
at 7:30 ET. Check www.cineplex.com for a
list of theatres where you can watch it live,
and to buy tickets. 

S E P T E M B E R  2 1

THE HUNTING PARTY
WHO’S IN IT? Richard Gere, Terrence Howard 
WHO DIRECTED? Richard Shepard 
(The Matador)
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? A veteran reporter
(Gere), cameraman (Howard) and newbie
journalist (Jesse Eisenberg) team up to try
and score an interview with The Fox,

Bosnia’s most elusive — and dangerous —
war criminal. Based on a true story
featured in Esquire magazine. 

SILK
WHO’S IN IT? Michael Pitt, Keira Knightley
WHO DIRECTED? François Girard 
(The Red Violin) 
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Herve Joncour (Pitt), a
19th-century French silk merchant, waves
goodbye to his wife (Knightley) and travels
to Japan to buy highly prized silkworms.
While closing the deal he falls in love with
the concubine (Sei Ashina) of a wealthy
land baron (Alfred Molina). 

SHINE A LIGHT
WHO’S IN IT? The Rolling Stones
WHO DIRECTED? Martin Scorsese 
(The Departed)
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Rock ’n’ roll aficionado
Scorsese looks for satisfaction with this
documentary about the Rolling Stones.
Scorsese chronicles their early days right
up until the present, and includes concert
footage from the band’s 2006 “A Bigger
Bang” tour.

INTO THE WILD
WHO’S IN IT? Emile Hirsch, Vince Vaughn
WHO DIRECTED? Sean Penn (The Pledge)
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? In 1992 college grad
Chris McCandless (Hirsch) donated his life

savings to charity and hitchhiked to 
Alaska to try living alone in the wild. If
you’ve read Jon Krakauer’s best-selling
book based on McCandless’ life (this is a
true story) then you know his naiveté,
inexperience and poor decision-making
cost him dearly.

RESIDENT EVIL: EXTINCTION 
WHO’S IN IT? Milla Jovovich, Oded Fehr
WHO DIRECTED? Russell Mulcahy 
(Swimming Upstream)
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? With The Fifth Element,
Ultraviolet and the Resident Evil films
under her belt, Jovovich has quietly
established herself as film’s leading 
kick-ass female action star. This third
Resident Evil flick finds Alice (Jovovich)
leading the few human survivors of the
Raccoon City viral outbreak across the
Nevada desert to Alaska, which they believe
is virus-free. However, hordes of zombies
and nasty Umbrella Corporation scientists
want to stop the human cavalcade. 

� �

� �

THE ASSASSINATION 
OF JESSE JAMES BY THE 
COWARD ROBERT FORD
WHO’S IN IT? Brad Pitt, Casey Affleck
WHO DIRECTED? Andrew Dominik (Chopper)
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? This long-awaited
western chronicles the exploits of
notorious bank robber and outlaw 
Jesse James (Pitt) and his gang member
Robert Ford (Affleck), who believes
killing James will make him a legend. 
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SYDNEY WHITE
WHO’S IN IT? Amanda Bynes, Matt Long 
WHO DIRECTED? Joe Nussbaum (Sleepover)
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Snow White and the
Seven Dwarfs gets a teen-comedy reworking
with Bynes starring as Sydney White, a
college freshman who pledges to a sorority
made up of seven social misfits. It’s up to
White to give these girls a popularity
makeover.

GOOD LUCK CHUCK
WHO’S IN IT? Dane Cook, Jessica Alba
WHO DIRECTED? Mark Helfrich (debut)
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Chuck (Cook) really is
God’s gift to women — it seems that after a
woman has sex with him she meets and
weds her soul mate. With his phone ringing
off the hook and his sex life sizzling Chuck
is in heaven, that is until he meets the girl
of his dreams (Alba) and realizes that if he
sleeps with her, he’ll lose her. What’s a guy
to do? See interview with Dane Cook and
Jessica Alba, page 20.

S E P T E M B E R  2 8

RUN, FAT BOY, RUN
WHO’S IN IT? Simon Pegg, Thandie Newton 
WHO DIRECTED? David Schwimmer (debut)
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Friends alumnus
Schwimmer makes his big-screen directing
debut with this comedy about chunky
English bloke Dennis (Pegg), who leaves
his fiancée at the altar. Years later he
realizes his mistake, and in order to
impress her, vows to get in shape and run
the New York City Marathon. 

LUST, CAUTION
WHO’S IN IT? Tony Leung, Tang Wei
WHO DIRECTED? Ang Lee 
(Brokeback Mountain)
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Set in Japanese-
occupied Shanghai, this WWII spy drama
stars rising Chinese star Tang Wei as a

young woman who is assigned the task of
seducing — and then killing — a powerful
Chinese businessman (Leung).  

THE GAME PLAN
WHO’S IN IT? Dwayne Johnson, 
Madison Pettis 
WHO DIRECTED? Andy Fickman 
(She’s the Man)
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Pro football quarterback
Joe Kingman (Johnson) feels as if he’s been
sacked when the seven-year-old daughter
(Pettis) he never knew he had appears at
his door. Can this macho man keep his
competitive edge while caring for his 
girly-girl daughter? 

ACROSS THE UNIVERSE
WHO’S IN IT? Jim Sturgess, 
Evan Rachel Wood
WHO DIRECTED? Julie Taymor (Frida)
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Using Beatles tunes
sung by the characters, director Taymor
recounts the love affair between Liverpool
dock worker Jude (Sturgess) and American
gal Lucy (Wood) during the turbulent ’60s.
The New York Times reported that
Revolution Studio’s head honcho Joe Roth
was unhappy with the film and re-cut a
version himself, which did not sit well with
the director. It’ll be interesting to see which
version hits screens this month. 

THE KINGDOM
WHO’S IN IT? Jamie Foxx, Jennifer Garner 
WHO DIRECTED? Peter Berg 
(Friday Night Lights)
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? When a terrorist blast
destroys an American housing compound in
Saudi Arabia, the FBI sends an Evidence
Response Team, led by agent Ronald Fleury
(Foxx), to identify those responsible for the
attack. However, their job becomes a lot
more complicated when one of the team
members (Jason Bateman) is kidnapped.
See Jamie Foxx interview, page 28. 

DECEMBER BOYS
WHO’S IN IT? Daniel Radcliffe, Teresa Palmer
WHO DIRECTED? Rod Hardy (Route 52)
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Credit Radcliffe 
for working hard to divest himself of his
Harry Potter image. First, he accepted a
controversial role (nudity!) in the London
stage version of Equus, and now he stars 
in this Australian coming-of-age drama
about four orphan boys who spend the
summer with a young couple who may
adopt one of them. 

FEAST OF LOVE
WHO’S IN IT? Morgan Freeman, Greg Kinnear 
WHO DIRECTED? Robert Benton 
(The Human Stain)
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? While Hollywood may
worship at the altar of youth, it still has a
place for respected filmmakers like Benton
(Kramer vs. Kramer, Places in the Heart),
who turns 75 this month. Based on the
novel by Charles Baxter, this ensemble
drama stars Freeman, Kinnear, Selma Blair,
Radha Mitchell, Jane Alexander and 
Toby Hemingway as a group of friends and
colleagues coping with their complicated
and ever-changing love lives. 

SHAKE HANDS WITH THE DEVIL
WHO’S IN IT? Roy Dupuis, Deborah Kara Unger
WHO DIRECTED? Roger Spottiswoode 
(The 6th Day)
WHAT’S IT ABOUT? Lt. Gen. Roméo Dallaire’s
gripping autobiography comes to the big
screen with Dupuis playing the Canadian
officer who was put in charge of the 
United Nations’ peacekeeping force in
Rwanda in 1993. The film focuses on
Dallaire’s valiant effort to draw attention to
the 1994 genocide of Tutsi tribe members
at the hands of Hutu extremists. Although
he was handcuffed by his mission
mandate, and by a painstakingly slow
international response, Dallaire is credited
with saving 30,000 lives. 
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It may be just another raunchy sex 
comedy to you. But to stars Jessica Alba
and Dane Cook, Good Luck Chuck is 

an important career milestone. 
They hope, anyway.
“I did it because I’ve always wanted to

do comedy and it was a purely physical
comedy role,” says Alba, known for her 
action work (the Fantastic Four pics, TV’s
Dark Angel) and um, otherwise physical
appearances (Sin City, Into the Blue, all
those eagerly perused photo spreads). 

“Y’know, a lot of times in movies, espe-
cially in comedies, the women are just 
objects of desire and they don’t get to do
much more than that, and all the comedy
is usually left up to the boys,” Alba con-
tinues in a recent phone interview. “But
in this one, I get to be the slapstick one. I
kind of got a crash course in it watching
Dane on set; that’s one of the things he
does best. It was a lot of fun.”

While achieving a lifelong dream, even
at the tender age of 26, is nice for Alba, at
least she has a body of steady movie and
television work that stretches back before
her teens. Cook, on the other hand, has yet to match his 
monstrous success as a stand-up comedian on the big screen.

His leading-man debut in the mirthless comedy Employee of the
Month bombed last year. This summer, he got some good notices
for his change-of-pace dramatic turn as the smarmy apprentice
serial killer in Mr. Brooks, but the movie made only small ripples
at the box office.

Ever hopeful, Cook, now 35, explains why he thinks Good Luck
Chuck will appeal to the fans that buy his hit albums and overrun
his popular website and MySpace page.

“Good Luck Chuck, that’s like my baby, right there. It’s what I’ve

wanted to give to my fans for many years,” says Cook in a recent
L.A. interview. “I play Chuck/Charlie. It’s an R-rated sex comedy
centred around the idea that, when I’m very young, this Goth girl
who has a crush on me at school may or may not have put a curse
on me that, for the rest of my life, any girl that I bed will imme-
diately meet their soul mate right after me. And when this seems
to be happening, the word gets out. I become, like, a charm, and
it’s a blessing and a curse as a guy — until of course I meet 
Jessica Alba and I fall in love and I don’t want her to move on. So
it’s why I’m avoiding the hottest girl on Earth. 

“There’s really a lot of great heart in it and it’s certainly a

Jessica Alba and 
Dane Cook play new 
lovers trying to break an old
curse in Good Luck Chuck
I BY BOB STRAUSS

A Date 
With 

Destiny

interview | ALBA & COOK
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romp,” Cook continues. “But there’s a lot of what I think my
fans have wanted to see me do in film. I look at Sandler and I go,
okay, Waterboy; Jack Black, School of Rock. I think Good Luck Chuck
is my gift back to fans — and, hopefully, a lot of new fans.” 

It doesn’t hurt that Cook’s potential new fans are probably
the same kind of hormonal young men who regularly vote Alba
into the top ranks of all those World’s Sexiest Women lists. 

“It’s verrrrry boy,” an arch Alba says of Good Luck Chuck. “It’s
a boy-friendly movie. But it was fun to do that.... I never knew
what was going to happen. I walked away with lots of bruises 
— and a chipped tooth, actually. I got it fixed. I looked like 

Howdy Doody without my cap!” 
Uh, that’s hot, I guess. Well, whatever fantasy-destroying 

image such information conjures is undoubtedly offset by some
of the suggestive promotional photos Alba shot for the movie.
(Like melting ice cream, fellas?)

As good a sport as she seems to be about her misadventures
in Maxim lad culture, Alba is wary of being objectified. For 
example, she famously pried an apology out of Playboy publisher
Hugh Hefner for running a shot of her in a bikini from Into the
Blue on the magazine’s cover, which she protested gave the false
impression that she appeared nude inside. 

famous  21 | september  2007

ent
dy

girl
rse

me-
ms
nd
eet 
So

y a � �

Dane Cook and 
Jessica Alba 

make contact in the
romantic-comedy 
Good Luck Chuck
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And make the mistake of referring
to her lariat-twirling Sin City heroine
Nancy as a stripper, and Alba will politely,
but firmly, set you straight. “I was a dancer
with a heart of gold!” she says with a slight
laugh, adding that she hopes to reprise
the character in a planned sequel. In the
odd way that movies like this sometimes
do, Cook suggests, Good Luck Chuck may
actually earn Alba respect for more than
her sexy looks.

“Well, she is one of the most beautiful
women on Earth,” he acknowledges. “But
she’s a really sweet and very deep person,
too, very intelligent. And then we get on
the set, and in this role she had to really
go for it. And she rocked. She’s not
afraid to kind of look the fool and she did
the physicality tremendously.

“I mean, we’re in a business where I 
always have to say good things about the
people around me, I have to find the best
in them. But I can say, without any of that,
it’s like when I watched Cameron Diaz in
Something About Mary for the first time. 
Jessica gives that kind of comedic per-
formance; I think she’s that wonderful.”
Cook has his own image problems to 
worry about. There has been a noticeable
backlash to his ubiquitous media presence.

Besides being accused by fellow comics
of borrowing their jokes for his chart-
topping Retaliation CD, Cook’s mic was
reportedly cut when he refused to leave
the stage in time for another comedian to
perform at Vancouver’s Yuk Yuks comedy
club last summer (he was filming Good
Luck Chuck in British Columbia at the
time). There is also a growing chorus of
critics who just find his humour and
screen presence irritating.

For the most part, Cook shrugs off the
negative stuff as a natural outgrowth of
popularity. “Once the ride is really
rockin’ and movin’ there are parodies or
‘This guy’s saying this about you,’” he

says. “All the hoopla, the flutes and whistles
and everything going off, the distractions
…those things all go along with a form of
success. But if we were all interested in
what people working at Raytheon [an
American defense company] were doing,
these same things happen there. Y’know?” 

Cook, who grew up in a large, Catholic
family outside of Boston, Massachusetts,
admits that he has to battle insecurities.
“I’ve had to do positive affirmations,” he
confesses. “I had to learn to look at myself
in a mirror, look right into my pupils 
and be like, ‘You’ve got worth, Man. You
have something to say. Don’t listen to the
superfluous crap. You’re not in elemen-
tary school anymore.’ It’s not about who’s
coolest on the playground. It’s about 
being real and honest and raw with your
emotions.”

For the clearly self-confident Alba, who
grew up in an ethnically mixed military
home, the trick now is to keep demon-
strating her versatility and capabilities.

“Just exploring different sides,” says the
actor who, case in point, learned to play 
violin for her next film, a remake of the
Asian horror The Eye.

Cook, too, has a chance to display a
more sensitive comedic persona in his
other autumn release, Dan in Real Life, a
romantic comedy with Steve Carell and
Juliette Binoche.

But if you ask him, Cook might say that
he’s already achieved movie immortality
by being able to claim that he’s not only
played opposite Alba, but also the equally
luscious Jessica Simpson (Employee of the
Month) and Jessica Biel (London).

“I’ve worked with all the Jessicas!” 
he crows, sarcastically but nonetheless
proud. “A hat trick of Jessicas! I’m 
hoping to do something with a CGI’d
Jessica Tandy next.”

Bob Strauss is an L.A.-based writer.

interview | ALBA & COOK

“I walked away
with lots of bruises
— and a chipped
tooth,” says Alba.
“I got it fixed. 
I looked like
Howdy Doody
without my cap!”
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interview | NAOMI WATTS

It wasn’t until she finished shooting
David Cronenberg’s Eastern Promises
— which debuts this month at the

Toronto International Film Festival before
opening wide on September 14th — that
Naomi Watts let the world know she and
boyfriend Liev Schreiber were expecting a
baby. Son Alexander was born in July.

But the pregnancy must have been on
her mind all through production. Not
just because a baby changes your life in
all the expected ways, but also because
the film’s story — yet another dark tale
from Canadian director Cronenberg —
focuses on a newborn in peril.

Watts, who’ll turn 39 this month, plays
Anna Khitrova, a midwife in a London
hospital who’s present as an anonymous
young woman dies during child birth.

Anna sets out to discover the woman’s
identity and tell her family of her death. 

But her search drags her into the 
underground sex-trafficking scene run by
the Russian Mob, where she crosses paths
with Nikolai Luzhin (Viggo Mortensen),
the feared head of one of the most savage
Russian crime families. When Nikolai
discovers Anna may have uncovered
damaging information about him while
searching for the dead girl’s family, he
hatches a plan to hasten her demise. 

“David knows how to handle violence,
action and deep emotions and make
them all work together in a single film,”
says Watts during a recent Beverly Hills 
interview. “He’s a master at it. He knows
how to keep you on the edge of your seat
the entire film.” � �

Watts

“I find myself
gravitating 
to depressing, 
dark books, or
paintings which 
are mysterious 
and dark and 
not pretty,” 
says Watts

SHEDS 
LIGHT 

ON DARK 
MOVIE

Naomi Watts stars alongside
Viggo Mortensen in 

Eastern Promises, director
David Cronenberg’s grave
follow-up to A History of

Violence. You didn’t 
think it was going to be a 

romantic-comedy, did you?
I BY EARL DITTMAN
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Do you seek out intense roles?
“No, I don’t look for dark pieces. I’d hate
to think I’m typecast. I have done come-
dies, and I will have lighter movies coming
out. But I do have to say that I am more
drawn to those darker characters. I find
them more interesting to play. In all 
art forms, I find myself gravitating to de-
pressing, dark books, or paintings which
are mysterious and dark and not pretty.”

Do you take roles like Anna home with you?
“Sometimes. Often it can’t be avoided.” 

Do the film roles you do influence 
you as a person?
“Yes, they do. I felt my character in Eastern
Promises is a lot more fearless than I am.
She found a way to live her life in the most
adverse circumstances, against all odds. So
she taught me a lot about how to deal with
a lot of my inner emotions in constructive
ways. It also came at an ideal time in my
life. With all the things that have been 
going on with me I needed a little extra
help sorting out my emotions and feelings.
The greatest thing about acting is that you
hope the characters you play will teach
you something about your own life.”

What do you think about when you 
have to act frightened?
“Well, I am someone who has a degree of
fear, like any normal human being. So I
love to play it…. I love that I can contribute
to manipulating someone else’s emotions
because we can all play tricks on our 
own minds. We can trick our minds into
believing or feeling things, and to think
that we can go to a movie and have 
someone else trick you, I love that notion.”

Cronenberg is primarily known for 
his horror films. Are you a big fan 
of scary movies?
“I’m not someone who looks through the
newspaper to see when the next one is
coming out. I’m more a fan of psycho-
logical thrillers. Most of the horror films
I’ve loved are from a long time ago, the
ones that are more creepy like The Shining
and Don’t Look Now.”

Did you feel beat up, emotionally, after
making Eastern Promises?
“No, I actually felt the opposite. I felt 
refreshed in a weird sort of way. A 
couple of years later I think I’m still 
recovering from doing King Kong. That
film was so physically draining. I mean, it
was eight months of 14-hour days filled

with jumping, running, being punched,
pushed and pulled. It really did take its
toll, and I’m not a big person. So this 
film was a luxury. I mean, the emotional
aspect of it is exhausting, but we had time
to do it right.”

You’re in a relationship with actor/director
Liev Schreiber. Do you have confidence
that any Hollywood relationship can work
long term?
“Many have, so I would like to think so.
You just have to keep learning how to
make it work.”

When you turned 30, did you start thinking
about children and marriage?
“I always thought that I would have had
kids by the age of 30. I wanted kids when
I was 19, and it’s just not how it happened
for me.”

Kate Hudson, your Le Divorce co-star, told
me that you were really excited about her
pregnancy while making that movie. It
sounds like you really love babies.
“Yeah, I really do…. When we were work-
ing together I told Kate to sign me up for
babysitting duty. I thought it would be a
lot of fun.”

When did you and Nicole Kidman 
become friends? 
“When we did Flirting [1991] together.”

Did her success prepare you for fame?
“In a way, because I’ve known Nicole
from before her success, and I’ve known
her all through it. I’ve experienced it
with her. When you’re a friend you watch
and you learn. But it’s not something that
you sit down and ask advice or try and get
pointers about.”

How has your friendship with her changed
since the two of you became famous?
“Time. Since she’s always doing movies
around the world, we don’t get the chance
to hang out as much as we used to. Plus,
she’s now married again and still has her
children, so she has such a busy schedule.
And now that I am better known in 
Hollywood I’m constantly on a film set in
God knows where. But we still talk all the
time. My phone bill is outrageous.”

Do you feel like a star?
“No. I’m the same person. The only days
that it’s different is when you do interviews
and people are so suddenly interested in
you and ask you a million questions. The

rest of the time it’s about me mixing with
people and it’s an exchange.”

You were born in England and moved 
to Australia when you were 14. Can you
talk about where you grew up and why
you left England?
“I moved around England a lot, I went to
like seven different schools. My mum was
finding her feet in terms of her career.
Her husband, my dad, they divorced
when I was four and he was on the road at
the time, so we lived with my grandparents,
we lived with my mum, who’s British. 
My grandmother is Australian. We just
moved around a lot, then we went to

“My character 
in Eastern

Promises is a lot
more fearless

than I am,” 
says Watts. 
“She found 

a way to live 
her life in the
most adverse

circumstance,
against all 

odds”
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boarding school, so by the time I moved
to Australia I had already moved around,
so I wasn’t just attached to one place I
could call home.”

You had a pretty good career in Australia.
Why did you decide to try your luck in
Hollywood?
“I knew if I was going to have a career in
acting, Los Angeles was where I needed to
be. When I got here I was like, ‘Wow, this
is the land of opportunity.’ Kind of like
Betty in Mulholland Drive, but not as naive
as that. I had high hopes and I had a lot of
people tell me that I had reason to have
high hopes. I was astounded how every-

thing was big, like the supermarkets. I was
always thinking, ‘How am I ever going to
find granulated brown sugar?’ [Laughs.]”

Professionally, how did you feel?
“Once I got here, I thought I had it made
because I immediately landed roles in a
couple of films [Tank Girl and Matinee].
Little did I know it wouldn’t last. I expe-
rienced some really lean times during
those days. There were definitely some
days when I thought, ‘Maybe I should
pack it all in and head back home.’”

So does Naomi Watts finally feel successful?
“I just feel the same as I always have.

There’s always a struggle. I’m a happy
person pretty much wherever I go. Yes,
I’ve had struggles, but I think we all live
with struggles and mine are no more 
different than anyone else’s, really. 
Success in the tangible sense, yeah, I get
sent nice clothes and I get a reservation 
at the restaurant after they’ve said no, 
perhaps, and I’ve had some great 
paydays that have bought me a fancy
house and those kind of things. That’s
the tangible side, but for me, success has
been working with these [filmmakers]
and connecting with people.”

Earl Dittman is a Houston-based writer.

Viggo Mortensen and Naomi Watts 
in Eastern Promises
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Eric Marlon Bishop recalls his years spent as quarterback of
his high school football team in small-town Terrell, Texas,
with fondness. At the same time, however, he admits he

couldn’t wait to leave football and the Lone Star State as far 
behind as possible after graduation.

“In Texas, football is considered a holy tradition, not just a
sport,” says the actor, singer and comedian who would legally
change his name to Jamie Foxx. “There was so much pressure
put on us at times that things just got crazy. I remember this one
championship game where I avoided an interception, and I

threw the ball out of bounds. Right afterwards, I heard the
preacher of my church booing me from the stands. That’s when
I decided I needed to get out.”

The fact that he played piano and sang in the choir at the 
New Hope Baptist Church earned Foxx a scholarship to a small
liberal arts college in San Diego, where he majored in music.

“Football was fun and all, but I was going to be a musician,”
Foxx says during a recent L.A. interview. “As far as I was 
concerned, my days on the gridiron were over. I was going to
sing and play piano for a living.”
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interview | JAMIE FOXX
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He broke into showbiz as a comedian, but Jamie Foxx hasn’t done a comedy in years. 
This month the Oscar-winner adds to his weighty filmography with the War-on-Terror
thriller The Kingdom I BY EARL DITTMAN
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With Oscar gold on his résumé, Foxx knew a lot of closed
doors were about to open. 

“Very quickly, I realized the Oscar was good for getting me 
into those projects that I really want to be a part of,” he says. 
“Before I won it, I used to go up to the office and go, ‘I want to do
those scripts back there — the good ones.’ They’d go, ‘You can’t
have those scripts.’ I said, ‘Why? I think that I can do a great job.’
Now they’ll offer me those roles, or I can ask to be a part of it.”

One of the projects Foxx asked to be a part of was The Kingdom,
a thriller about a terrorist bombing at an American facility in
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, that bears striking similarities to the real
2003 bombing that took place in Riyadh. The film was produced
by Foxx’s director from Collateral and Miami Vice, Michael Mann,
and helmed by actor/director Peter Berg (Friday Night Lights). 

“As an actor, you always have to be aware of the type of movie
you make, but you can’t be afraid to do a movie that some 
people might consider risky,” says Foxx. “If you find a script that
really excites you, the only thing that you have to do is to get 
into character and let it be what it is. And if it’s unforgiving, let
that be what it is too. Whatever it is, ride with that, because when
you look back on your body of work, that’s what you’re going to
enjoy, the fact that you can go into a character and disappear in
a great story.”

Foxx plays FBI Special Agent Ronald Fleury, who’s ordered to
assemble a team of the bureau’s elite agents — Janet Mayes
(Jennifer Garner), Adam Leavitt (Jason Bateman) and Grant
Sykes (Chris Cooper) — to hunt down the terrorist cell that
bombed the compound.

But the team’s job turns out to be harder than they’d hoped.
The local Saudi authorities are suspicious of Westerners and 
less than helpful, the heat is almost unbearable, and they’re
crippled by political protocol, which appears to be dangerously
corrupt. They also doubt the trustworthiness of their Saudi
counterparts, informants, and before they know it — each other.
But after finding an ally (Ashraf Barhom) in the Saudi Police,
the tide begins to turn, and they find themselves getting closer
to finding that cell.

Foxx insists The Kingdom is not meant as an anti- or pro-war
statement about America’s current war. Having spent time with
many members of the military doing research for Jarhead, his
2005 movie about the first Gulf War, he certainly understands
the “win at all costs” mentality concerning the conflict. 

“For a lot of the guys I met, this war is like their Super Bowl,”
says Foxx. “To many of them, it is their Oscar or Stanley Cup when
they can come back and say, ‘I went out there and protected you.’”

Even though he started out as a comedian, Foxx doesn’t seem
to be in any hurry to return to big-screen comedies. After doing
seven serious movies in a row, the actor is currently considering
roles in bio-pics about Marvin Gaye and Mike Tyson. 

“To be honest, doing dramatic films are easier for me because
you just play what is written on the page,” Foxx explains. “But
with comedy, you have to wait a year until the movie opens up
to find out if you’re funny. And what’s considered funny
changes fast and in different ways within the African-American
and white communities. A year later, a black guy can see your
movie and go, ‘When did he turn so corny? That’s sooo corny,
man.’ But the white dude could be going, ‘He’s so funny. He’s
one hip, funny black fella.’ With dramatic movies, if it’s sad,
everybody cries. It doesn’t matter what colour you are.”

Earl Dittman is a Houston-based entertainment writer.
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Little did he know that a visit to Los Angeles would change
the course of his life forever. While visiting an L.A. comedy club
on his 21st birthday, Foxx took to the stage on a dare from a
friend and brought the house down with an impromptu routine.
He even scored a regular stand-up gig in the process.

That job led to a spot on the popular early-’90s sketch-com
TV show In Living Color, which led to his own comedy series, 
The Jamie Foxx Show, in the late ’90s.

But Foxx had bigger aspirations. 
“I wanted to get into movies in a big way,” he says. “I mean, I

had gotten roles in films like Booty Call, but I wanted to do
something major. I wanted to leave my mark in films. But I

couldn’t seem to make it happen for the longest time.”
Fast-forward nearly a decade. After several sidekick roles 

(The Great White Hype), B-movies (Date From Hell), failed auditions
(Cuba Gooding Jr.’s role in Jerry Maguire) and near-hits (Any
Given Sunday), Foxx walked onto the stage of the Kodak Theatre
to accept the Best Actor Oscar for his performance in Ray, a 
bio-pic about legendary singer/songwriter Ray Charles. That
same year Foxx earned a Supporting Actor nomination for his
part as a hijacked cabbie in Collateral, making him the first
African-American actor to be nominated in two categories in
the same year. For Eric Marlon Bishop, 2005 will always be 
considered his year of living miraculously.

� �

“You always have to be
aware of the type of movie
you make, but you can’t be

afraid to do a movie that
some people might

consider risky,” says Foxx

From left: The Kingdom’s Jason Bateman,
Jamie Foxx and Jennifer Garner.
Inset: Ashraf Barhom (left) and Foxx
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WOE IS THE FILM LOVER 
WHO LIVES TOO FAR FROM TORONTO TO TAKE IN THE GLITZ, THE GLAMOUR AND —

MOST IMPORTANTLY — THE MOVIES OF THE 32ND ANNUAL TORONTO INTERNATIONAL
FILM FESTIVAL (SEPTEMBER 6 TO 15, WWW.TIFF07.CA FOR MORE INFORMATION).

FEAR NOT CINEPHILES, FAMOUS HUMBLY PRESENTS INTERVIEWS WITH THE STARS 
OF THREE MAJOR TORONTO FILM FEST ENTRIES THAT WILL SOON BE COMING TO A

THEATRE NEAR YOU — CATE BLANCHETT ON ELIZABETH: THE GOLDEN AGE, 
JAKE GYLLENHAAL ON RENDITION AND JODIE FOSTER ON THE BRAVE ONE. 

PLUS, WE GIVE YOU A RUNDOWN OF ALL THE MAJOR FILM FESTIVALS HAPPENING
ACROSS THE COUNTRY THIS MONTH, INCLUDING THE BIG EVENTS IN 

MONTREAL AND VANCOUVER.
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The lavish 1998 bio-pic Elizabeth was
a turning point in the careers of
both director Shekhar Kapur, who

had previously worked exclusively on
Hindi films, and his star Cate Blanchett,
until then best known as a stage actor
in her native Australia. The historical
costume drama earned seven Oscar
nominations, including a Best Actress
nod for Blanchett.

And yet, when Kapur suggested they
return to the life of England’s iconic
Virgin Queen for a sequel, Blanchett
scoffed at the idea. 

“Shekhar mentioned he had always
thought of the story of Elizabeth’s life
as a trilogy, and [asked] if I would be
interested in doing a second film,” 
recalls the Melbourne-born actor in a
recent New York interview. “I said, ‘No,
because I think I’ve done it, I don’t
need to do it again.’” 

But Kapur had brought Blanchett’s
Elizabeth co-star Geoffrey Rush to the
meeting as reinforcement and the two
insisted that she at least consider the
project. 

“Shekhar, Geoffrey and I had this
great conversation about why we
should do it,” recalls Blanchett. “Sud-
denly, that’s when I saw The Golden Age
as being a part of the aging process,
and taking her to a different level. He
wanted to make a film about immor-
tality and about holy wars, which I
thought was very timely. Then he said,
‘Clive Owen is doing it, and Geoffrey is
coming back again,’ so I thought, ‘I’m

just being churlish if I say no to this.’”
The second film picks up at the

height of Elizabeth the First’s reign, 
as the Queen and her trusted court 
advisor Sir Francis Walsingham (Rush)
are preparing the British Empire for
the approaching Spanish armada sent
by Spanish King Philip II (Jordi Mollà),
who wants to restore Catholicism in
England. That’s when Elizabeth —
known as England’s Virgin Queen 
because she never married — meets
the fearless and handsome adventurer
Sir Walter Raleigh (Owen), who dazzles
her with tales of rich, far-off lands. 

Kapur should have had some inkling
he’d have to fight for Blanchett’s return,
because the truth is she wasn’t crazy
about the idea of doing the first movie. 

“I knew that getting the role as one
of the most famous Queens of England
would be a great career opportunity
for me, but I just kept thinking to 
myself, ‘Glenda Jackson has already
done the ultimate Elizabeth [in the
1970s BBC miniseries Elizabeth R], so
what am I going to bring to the party
that’s any different?’” recalls Blanchett. 

But the more she spoke with Kapur,
the more she was convinced he was
someone with whom she needed to
work. Someone who was destined to
“do great things,” as Blanchett puts it.

Although the Best Actress Oscar
went to Gwyneth Paltrow that year for
Shakespeare in Love, Blanchett took
home a Golden Globe for her perform-
ance. “I suppose if I hadn’t drawn the

line at opening a supermarket during
the Oscar campaign, I would have
won,” jokes the 38-year-old, now married
to businessman Andrew Upton, and
the mother of two young sons. 

“Regardless of awards, doing Elizabeth
brought me to the attention of the
Hollywood hierarchy, which meant I
began to work almost non-stop.” 

That work included the Elf queen
Galadriel in the Lord of the Rings
trilogy, an Oscar-winning turn as
Katharine Hepburn in The Aviator, an
Oscar-nominated performance in Notes
on a Scandal, and a role in the upcoming,
fourth Indiana Jones movie. 

The Golden Age stops short of depicting
Elizabeth’s final decades, leaving that
for a third film. 

While Kapur has already started to
write Elizabeth 3, the project has yet to
get the green light and Blanchett has
yet to confirm her participation. 

“I think all that will depend on the 
reception The Golden Age receives,” says
Blanchett. “Obviously, I would read the
funny pages for Shekhar, but I think
economics will dictate if there is a third
one, because this is show business.”

Earl Dittman is a Houston-based 
entertainment writer.
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Cate Blanchett reprises her
role as the Virgin Queen in

Elizabeth: The Golden Age
I BY EARL DITTMAN

Debuts at the Toronto International
Film Festival, then opens across the
country on October 12th.

onScreen

QUEEN
FOR A(NOTHER) DAY
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It’s not an entirely unique story, as
Hollywood movies go.

A mild radio host wounded in a
brutal attack transforms into an urban
vigilante who tracks down and kills 
violent criminals on the streets of 
New York.

What is unique is that the vigilante is
a woman. This is Jodie Foster’s new role
in the Neil Jordan thriller The Brave One.

“I love it when we can surprise an 
audience by changing around what is
usually expected from a mainstream
genre film,” says Foster in a recent L.A.
interview. “The fact that you have a
woman going after the bad guys, with a
vengeance, already let’s you know that
you are in for a completely different
film experience.”

Foster, who doesn’t make too many
movies these days (she’s busy raising 
her two young boys, Charles and Kit),
executive produced the film and was
involved in casting. Naveen Andrews
(TV’s Lost) plays her fiancé who is
murdered in that same attack, and
Terrence Howard (Hustle and Flow) is
the homicide detective on the case.

“Is he beautiful or what,” Foster says
of Howard. “I never considered any-
one else for the part. Also, I think it’s 

wonderful to see an Afro-American 
actor cast in a role that could have
been played by any race or gender of
actor. I mean, a white man or a Latin
woman could have played that part in
The Brave One, because it’s just a person.
But it was perfect for Terrence.”

Foster’s love of unexpected roleplay
extends to director Jordan as well, best
known for his 1992 film The Crying Game. 

“I like taking mainstream movies that
I feel have a real heart to them and 
having extremely unlikely directors
from a different walk of life come in
and approach them,” says Foster. “I
think it’s fun to mix things up. It was like
Inside Man, where you had Spike Lee
directing a bank heist movie. I found
that so artistically challenging and 
exciting to me. For The Brave One,
there’s Neil Jordan, who is known for
the quirky, gender-bending Irish movie,
doing something that’s a real main-
stream thriller. I mean, I think that you
get the best of both worlds doing that.”

As for her controversial character —
judge, jury and executioner Erica Bain
— Foster explains the role this way: “I
play a woman who has been victimized
in a horrible crime, and she can’t quite
get over it, so becomes a vigilante…. To

help get the attack off her mind, she
finds herself mowing criminals down
so what happened to her doesn’t 
happen to anyone else.”

That doesn’t excuse Bain’s actions.
But there’s no denying that she is a
strong female character, for good or
bad. And that is just the type of role 
Foster is famous for playing.

“I do tend to play strong women,” 
says Foster. “I mean, I play different
kinds of strong women. I’ve played
dumb blondes. I’ve played morally
bankrupt strong women. I’ve played
good girls. I’ve played straight-laced,
straight arrows. I’ve played wild women.
Yet they are always strong. I honestly
feel like sometimes that’s my Achilles
heel as an actor. I don’t really know
how to play weak characters. I think
that if I played a weak character, you
might not believe me.”

Earl Dittman is a Houston-based 
entertainment writer.

Jodie Foster talks about
playing a desperate

vigilante in The Brave One  
I BY EARL DITTMAN

TAKING 
BACK

THE 
NIGHT  

Debuts at the Toronto International
Film Festival, then opens across the
country on September 14th.

onScreen
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After an expected period of keep-
ing the subject at arm’s length,
Hollywood is becoming more

comfortable with addressing the hottest
issue of the day: the War on Terror, and
its dire consequences.

Jake Gyllenhaal, not surprisingly, 
is at the forefront of this still dicey 
film movement. The 26-year-old actor
already made a kind of contribution 
to the cause by starring in Jarhead
two years ago, and the critically lauded
film paid a box-office price for even
obliquely addressing U.S. problems in
the Muslim world (it took place during
the first Gulf War with Iraq, not the
current one). Gyllenhaal followed that
film, of course, with the much more
successful Brokeback Mountain, which,
despite great controversy and resist-
ance, brought gay love mainstream
movie acceptance like never before.

Now, with Rendition, Gyllenhaal rep-
resents thoughtful Americans’ moral
confusion over what’s being done to
combat international terror.

“I think it’s a story that needs to be
told,” says Gyllenhaal during a recent
L.A. interview. “I really respected the
director’s last movie [South African
Gavin Hood’s Oscar-winning Tsotsi],
and it’s got an amazing cast of characters
and cast of actors.

Gyllenhaal plays a young CIA analyst 
who’s troubled after being present for
an interrogation at a covert, offshore 
detention centre. When the distraught

American wife (Reese Witherspoon) of
an Egyptian national who’s gone miss-
ing comes to Washington seeking 
answers, Gyllenhaal’s turmoil reaches
crisis stage.

“We’re all obsessed, at least in the
movie industry, with doing ‘the right
thing.’ Making movies about people
who do the right thing — or, on the 
opposite end of the spectrum, people
who don’t do the right thing and pay
the consequences of doing the wrong
thing. That’s the spectrum within
which we work. 

“But what I’m interested in in this
movie is that I have a character who 
witnesses the torture. He doesn’t do
the right thing, he just does the thing
that makes sense. To me, that’s what it’s
about. You create heroes, whatever
your idea of a hero is. But heroes don’t
exist. Human beings exist, and that’s
what fascinates me about this movie.”

The actor’s conscience obviously
guides his professional choices. Even
The Day After Tomorrow, the one huge,
stupid blockbuster in which he starred,
had an urgent ecological message at its
core — and that was a few years before
the environment became the big, 
relatively safe Hollywood cause célèbre.

Gyllenhaal’s taste is also influenced
by a family of socially committed film-
makers: older sister Maggie and her 
fiancé, Peter Sarsgaard, both actors; 
director dad Stephen and screenwriter
mom Naomi Foner.

“There are five people in my family
who are all in that world,” he notes.
“You really get a great perspective from
that…. Some really believe in some-
thing that others don’t. You just get
tons of input, and it’s wonderful.”

And it certainly seems to be working.
Gyllenhaal is now pretty much the go-to
guy whenever a producer needs a
thoughtful (yet hunky) young lead for
a movie with a point to make. That 
Supporting Actor Oscar nomination
for Brokeback didn’t hurt, either. At the
same time, though, the actor seems 
refreshingly relaxed about how his
movies are received. Whether or not
Rendition finds a wide audience, his
main concern is that it was made, not
what it makes.

“Y’know, creative expectations should
be high, the results of those expectations
should be low,” he says. “I hope people
want to see these movies, but the focus
should be on the fun you had doing it.
I learned that from Brokeback Mountain.
We made it for hardly anything and it
earned about $200-million worldwide.
That was just kind of nice.”

Bob Strauss is an L.A.-based 
entertainment writer.

Rendition star 
Jake Gyllenhaal plays 

a CIA analyst tormented by
what he saw during a brutal

interrogation I BY BOB STRAUSS

Debuts at the Toronto International
Film Festival, then opens across the
country on October 12th.

onScreen
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The Montreal World 
Film Festival 
(August 23-September 3)
Hurry and you can still catch
quality films in la belle province.
One of this festival’s mandates
is to “encourage cultural
diversity and understanding
between nations,” and it does
so by programming a strong
slate of international flicks
rather than a slew of Hollywood
films that will soon make their
way into theatres.  
� www.ffm-montreal.org

Atlantic Film Festival 
(September 13-27)
The Halifax-based fest kicks
off with an opening-night
screening of Shake Hands
With the Devil, and then
unleashes more than 200
films in a variety of programs.
Atlantic Focus features
regional works, Frame X Frame
opts for animation and 
That’s So Gay offers, you
guessed it, gay-themed films.
� www. atlanticfilm.com

Cinéfest Sudbury
(September 15-23)
Debuting in 1989 as a three-
day event, Northern Ontario’s
premiere film festival is now a
nine-day affair known for

attracting Canadian
filmmakers and actors
coming from either, or both,
the Toronto and Montreal
fests. This festival includes
the unique CTV Videomakers’
Competition, which awards
prizes (first place collects
$5,000) for the best amateur
videos submitted by 
Northern Ontario residents.
� www.cinefest.com

Ottawa International 
Animation Festival 
(September 19-23)
North America’s largest —
and most well-respected —
animation festival offers
screenings for fans of the 
art form, but also caters to
industry types with a 
plethora of panels, talks and
workshops. This is a festival
where a Teletoon TV executive
rubs shoulders with a Croatian
claymation director and they
both feel welcome.
� www.ottawa.awn.com

Calgary International 
Film Festival 
(September 21-30)
� www.calgaryfilm.com
Boomtown residents can
enjoy some cinematic culture
during the eighth annual

CIFF. Last year the festival
screened 365 features and
shorts, and introduced the
well-received Cowboy Cool
initiative, which celebrates
the western genre with
screenings in its Into the
Western retrospective
program, panel discussions
and lectures.  

Antimatter
Underground 
Film Festival 
(September 21-29)
Don’t look for the latest 
Joel Schumacher flick at this
Victoria, B.C.-based event,
which bills itself as the anti-
Hollywood, anti-censorship
festival dedicated to
“imaginative, volatile,
entertaining and critical
works that exist outside of 
the mainstream.”
� www.antimatter.ws

Vancouver
International 
Film Festival 
(September 27-October 12)
West Coast film fans flock to
downtown Vancouver to check
out more than 350 films and
shorts screened at this late-
month cinematic extravaganza.
This being an environmentally

friendly town, it makes sense
the fest would usher in a new
film program this year: Climate
for Change. This series
includes dramatic features and
documentaries and offers a
$25,000 juried prize for best
environmental-themed film.
� www.viff.org

Edmonton
International 
Film Festival 
(September 28-October 6)
Sure, the Oilers pre-season is
underway and the Eskimos
are playing football, but
there’s more than sports to
entertain Edmontonians. The
21st annual Edmonton Film
Festival (which was called
Local Heroes up until 2004)
screens about 40 features
over its nine days. One neat
element of this fest is the
24/One competition, which
sees regular folks complete a
movie on video in 24 hours.
All filmmaking teams are
given a prop by the festival
five minutes before they can
begin filming, and the prop
must be seen in every shot to
ensure no footage was 
pre-recorded.
� www.edmontonfilmfest.com

—IR

film festivals | ROUNDUP

FESTIVAL 
ROUNDUP

So what if you love movies and don’t 
live in or around Toronto, home of the

attention-grabbing Toronto International
Film Festival (September 6 to 15,

www.tiff07.ca for more information)?
There are still plenty of great film

festivals unspooling this month across
Canada that cater to the needs of film

aficionados. Here’s a sampling. 

An outdoor screening at last
year’s World Film Festival 
in Montreal
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Do you envy movie stars for
their lavish lifestyles and oversized
paycheques? Here at Famous we’re
jealous of the SWAT teams of experts
employed by celebrities — the trainers,
designers, stylists and makeup artists
devoted to making their stars shine
ever more brightly, particularly when
they’re out at a big event, like a
premiere or a film festival.

We want our very own on-call
“primping team” — the personalized
beauty advisors, workout coaches and,

most important, clothes consultants
with better taste than our own. If that’s
asking too much, hey, we’ll settle 
for a tête-à-tête with someone who
knows how to cleverly nudge us 
toward discovering our own inner
clothes horse.

Vancouver’s Carrie and Danielle
(carrieanddanielle.com) bring 
one-on-one focus to what they call
“style psychotherapy.” 

Clients are put through a brisk 
one-hour grilling, responding to such

questions as “What would you wear to
the Oscars?” Or “How would you 
art-direct your portrait as shot by
Annie Leibovitz?” Answers to these
and other questions eventually furnish
a unique, two-word “style statement”
that helps clients, both male and
female, articulate their likes and
dislikes.

“Unless you know who you are, you
will get fed [someone else’s vision],”
says Danielle La Porte. Getting a style
statement is “about evoking your true

Because even the non-famous 
deserve a made-to-order look I BY LIZA HERZ

1

2

3

CUSTOMstyle
for the rest of us
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If your favourite shoes are a nightmare
to walk in, take an Airplus My Arch Custom
Moldable Insole ($13, drugstores), warm
it in the oven, slip it in your shoe followed
immediately by your foot — and voilà —
comfortable custom footwear. 

When the budget doesn’t allow for a
personal trainer, Nike Plus’s Air Zoom
Moire Running Shoes ($150, Nike Plus
Kit, $40) work with an iPod Nano to
record your distance, speed, even play
your “power song” when you approach a
vicious hill. Set a new personal best and
Lance Armstrong himself offers
congratulations (via a taped message).

Bathing-suit shopping is almost 
pain-free with Montreal's Lili-Les-Bains
Custom-Fit Swimsuits (lililesbains.com).
Made from gorgeous Italian fabric, these
suits are pricy ($250-$300 off the rack
with adjustments, $400 and up
customized) but the fit is perfect. 

Smashbox O-Glow Blush ($34,
Shoppers Drug Mart Beauty Boutiques)
is chemistry made beautiful. The Goji
berry complex activates when the clear
gel hits your skin, creating a micro-
circulatory effect and natural rosy glow.  

Almay Smart Shade Makeup ($19,
Shoppers Drug Mart) goes on clear but
transforms into sheer foundation that
complements your skin colour with just
enough coverage to even out tone.  

Worn by the late Grace Kelly, Oliver
Goldsmith Sunglasses are the ultimate
star accessory. The couture versions, 
like The Chas ($640, Josephson’s,
www.josephson.ca), let you choose the
colour of your handmade frames.

Hairdo Clip-In Extensions from 
Jessica Simpson’s hairdresser and
confidante Ken Pavesare are an easy
alternative to a pricey weave  ($130
for synthetic, $600 for real hair, 
John Donato Salon in Toronto or
Mississauga, www.donatosalonspa.com
for information). 

Toronto’s Little Black Dress Shop
(www.littleblackdressshop.com) stocks 
a plethora of noir numbers like the
Pamela Dress by Narcissist ($186) which
lets you change the bodice from halter to
strapless to one shoulder for a custom
look each time your wear it.
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self,” perhaps learning, in the process,
that the nubby, woollen sweater you
bought on sale in 2002 doesn’t jibe
with the real you. After a session,
Laporte says clients often say shopping
is no longer as stressful. Some report
chucking half their wardrobes. One
woman even confessed she and her
husband “were going for couples
counselling.” 

So big deal if Christian Louboutin
won’t ever create a pair of his famous
red-soled stilettos just for you to sashay

up the red carpet. Maybe the lesson
you learn is that you don’t even like 
red carpets and never, ever, want to be
seen in the vicinity of one.

The point is, we can all find our way
to a “custom-fit” world that announces
who we are and why we like to dress the
way we dress. 

And here’s the best news of all.
You’re not a celebrity, so it’s okay to
wear the same outfit twice, or even 10
times. Consider it a perk of being one
of the non-famous.

6
8
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All songwriters have quirks.
This past year, James Blunt
shut himself up in a villa

on the Spanish island of Ibiza,
famous for its all-night parties,
to write his sophomore album.
And, occasionally, he dressed
like a monk. 

“The majority [of the album]
was written in the winter, when
it was very quiet and wet and
cold, and the clubs were closed,”

says the British singer, who
releases All the Lost Souls on
September 18th. “There was
no one around, except the odd
local Spanish farmer.” 

And when one of the locals
stole his furnace, Blunt coped
with the lack of heat and hot
water by bundling up in a hat
and overcoat. 

“The builder would turn up
and say I looked like a monk,” he

says with a laugh over the phone
from a hotel room in London. 

Blunt’s current view — a
series of unspectacular grey
roofs outside his hotel window
— differs greatly from the one
he had in his villa’s writing
room, where he looked out
“over a rural valley of Spanish
countryside and Ibiza old town,
beyond there, and the sea, all
the way to the island of
Formentera.”

Before his winter solitude,
Blunt spent the summer in
Ibiza’s renowned nightclubs,
writing songs in the early
morning after partying all night.
He titled the album’s first single
“1973” after the year that one
of the island’s most popular
clubs, Pacha, opened its doors. 

Once he finished writing, he
travelled to Los Angeles to work
with producer Tim Rothrock.
They invited Blunt’s touring
band into the studio to capture
the live feel of recordings from
the ’70s. Listen closely, and
you can hear the sound of
fingers sliding across guitar
fretboards, or “skin on string,”
as Blunt puts it. 

After achieving worldwide
success in 2005 and selling
more than 11-million copies of
his debut, Back to Bedlam, the
Grammy-nominated performer
says he’s not interested in
beating that album’s numbers.  

“The pressure comes from
doing an album that one’s going

to be happy with,” he insists. 
Blunt says that all the songs

on his new album are relevant to
each other, that they all stand
and fall as a group — a mentality
that perhaps stems from his past
experience in the British military.
He says that the absence of one
song, or the favouritism of
another, would upset him.

“It’s an album,” he
emphasizes. “If you said to 
a writer, ‘which chapter are 
you happiest with?’ he’d say,
‘Please don’t tell people just 
to read chapter five.’ They’d be
missing out on the book. 
It’s an album.”

HOT HOT
HEAT
DELIVERS
HAPPINESS
Steve Bays went
through a breakup,
and he sounds all

the better for it. The sense of melancholy that
trickles through Hot Hot Heat’s fifth release,
Happiness Ltd. (available September 11th), adds
a lot to the band’s catalogue because it makes
you realize something: I’ve never heard these
guys sound sad before. 

Bays, the band’s singer and keyboardist,
channels his heartache into memorable melodies
— the triumphant finale of the title track makes
you feel like you’re pumping your fist at a Queen
concert — and in the process these B.C. boys
branch out from the poppy new wave sound of
their last few albums. 

The album still has the explosions of energy that
fans are used to, like in the intro to “My Best Fiend,”
where a siren-like organ makes you want to run
from the Apocalypse and dance at the same time.

And while you’re hoping Bays cheers up, moves
on and attains the happiness he’s singing about,
you don’t really mind the suffering, because that
heartache sure sounds good in your CD player. 

Outthis
MONTH
50 CENT
Curtis >> September 11
50 Cent hopes to
maintain his chart
supremacy with Curtis, his
third studio album, and if
that doesn’t work, he’s
already got a follow-up
planned for early 2008. 

KEVIN DREW 
Spirit If... >> September 18
This month, Kevin Drew
releases the perfect
autumn soundtrack. His
first solo album includes
songs about sex, has
unicorns for cover art and
features guest appear-
ances from his fellow 
Broken Social Scenesters.

WILL.I.AM
Songs About Girls
>> September 25
This solo album by the
Black Eyed Peas frontman
follows the story of
“Willie” — a small-time
DJ who aspires to become
a famous producer — and
the trouble he faces after
he cheats on his girlfriend
in a strip club. 

liner | notes |

BLUNT
FINDS INSPIRATION 
IN IBIZA…AND 
THE ’70S
I BY SEAN FITZGERALD
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S E P T E M B E R  4

DELTA FARCE
STARS: Larry the Cable Guy, Bill Engvall
DIRECTOR: C.B Harding 
(Blue Collar Comedy Tour: The Movie)
STORY: Three hapless, redneck soldiers
(Cable Guy, Engvall, D.J. Qualls) on their
way to Iraq fall asleep on the plane and
awake in a desert surrounded by people of
colour. Obviously, they’ve made it to the
Gulf. They wouldn’t for a moment think all
the tacos and salsa music mean they were
accidentally dropped off in Mexico.

GEORGIA RULE
STARS: Lindsay Lohan, Jane Fonda
DIRECTOR: Garry Marshall 
(The Princess Diaries)
STORY: Rachel (Lohan) is a petulant 
17-year-old living in San Francisco. Having
reached the end of her rope, Rachel’s mom
Lilly (Felicity Huffman) packs her daughter
up and moves her to her grandmother’s
(Fonda) Idaho farm for some good, 
ol’-fashioned country discipline. Will it be
enough to turn the teen around? (Clue: It’s
a Garry Marshall film.)

S E P T E M B E R  1 8

DEATH PROOF
STARS: Kurt Russell, Rosario Dawson
DIRECTOR: Quentin Tarantino (Kill Bill)
STORY: Released as one half of the
Grindhouse double-bill last April (along
with Robert Rodriguez’s Planet Terror), the
powers that be have decided to release
Death Proof separately on DVD, with
Rodriguez’s film hitting stores next month.
In Tarantino’s half (widely considered to be
superior), Russell plays a stuntman who
tracks down and kills women with his
nearly indestructible stunt car.

WE ARE MARSHALL
STARS: Matthew McConaughey, Matthew Fox
DIRECTOR: McG (Charlie’s Angels)
STORY: Based on the true story of the 1970
plane crash that killed the majority of
Marshall University’s football team, this
well-received tearjerker concentrates on
the remaining team’s two coaches — one
new (McConaughey) and one who skipped
that flight (Fox) — as they try to rebuild
the school’s football program. DVD EXTRAS:
“Legendary Coaches,” “Marshall Now”

LUCKY YOU
STARS: Drew Barrymore, Eric Bana
DIRECTOR: Curtis Hanson (In Her Shoes)
STORY: On a trip to Las Vegas, a small town
singer (Barrymore) falls for a badboy
professional poker player (Bana) despite

warnings from her sister (Debra Messing).

S E P T E M B E R  2 5

BUG
STARS: Ashley Judd, Michael Shannon
DIRECTOR: William Friedkin (The Exorcist)
STORY: There’s no mistaking that this
creepy five-hander started its life as a play.
Small, intimate, yet a tense and bloody
thriller, Bug stars Shannon as an AWOL
soldier who meets Agnes (Judd) through a
friend, moves into her motel room, and
methodically lures her into his paranoid
delusion that the military infected him
with insects as part of a top-secret
experiment. Gets weirder from there.

KNOCKED UP
STARS: Seth Rogen, Katherine Heigl
DIRECTOR: Judd Apatow 
(The 40-Year-Old Virgin)
STORY: All shades of pain — physical,
emotional, psychological — are explored in
this endearingly crude comedy about a
going-nowhere guy (Rogen) who hooks up
with a going-somewhere girl (Heigl) at a
bar, only to find out six weeks later that
she’s pregnant. 

NEXT 
STARS: Nicolas Cage, Julianne Moore
DIRECTOR: Lee Tamahori 
(Die Another Day)
STORY: Cris Johnson (Cage) was born with
the ability to see two minutes into the
future, a skill he uses to make a living in
Las Vegas where a bit of foresight is very
helpful. There is one exception to the 
two-minute rule, though, he seems to be
able to see far into the future of one
woman, Liz (Jessica Biel), so sets out to
find her and figure out their special
connection. Meanwhile, an FBI agent
(Moore) wants Johnson to help prevent a
terrorist attack. DVD EXTRAS: the HD DVD
features “Making the Best Next Thing,”
“Two Minutes in the Future with Jessica
Biel,” deleted scenes
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GEORGIA RULE, BUG AND KNOCKED UP HIT THE SHELVES I BY MARNI WEISZ
newreleases

Spotlight
S E P T E M B E R  1 1

AWAY FROM HER
STARS: Julie Christie,
Gordon Pinsent
DIRECTOR:
Sarah Polley (debut)
STORY: For her first
big-screen directing
effort, Polley adapts
Alice Munro’s short
story “The Bear Came

Over the Mountain.” Fiona (Christie) has
been married to Grant (Pinsent) for 44
good years. But now her memory is
starting to go and the couple quickly
realize it’s more than normal aging. She
has Alzheimer’s. When Fiona becomes a
danger to herself, she’s checked into a
care facility with a strict policy that says
patients receive no visitors for the first
30 days. When Grant finally gets to see
Fiona again he finds their bond has been
obliterated, and worse, she’s become
close to a new man in the facility. 
DVD EXTRAS: the 2-disc Special Edition
features a director’s commentary,
deleted scenes and Polley’s short film 
“I Shout Love”  
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HEAVENLY SWORD PS3
If the brutish Kratos from the God of War
games had a hot, red-headed, equally bad-
tempered little sister, she’d be Nariko, the
quicksilver heroine of this epic third-person
action title. Seeking to avenge her own
death (because, well, wouldn’t you?), Nariko
takes on teeming hordes with three
fighting styles, including a magical blade
that drains her life even as she wields it.

All the characters are impressively
animated, especially the evil king, with
movements and voice by CG-acting
specialist Andy “Gollum and Kong” Serkis.
And while videogame heroes don’t tend to
be homely, Nariko has a striking “painted”
look reminiscent of graphic novels. Just
don’t expect her to smile.

HALO 3 XBOX 360
In 2001, Halo: Combat Evolved launched
with the Xbox and really did evolve the first-
person shooting genre. Three years later,
Halo 2 replaced it as the top-selling Xbox
title. It played great, looked great, and five-
million gamers regularly compete online.
But, honestly, the story was muddled, and
it ended with the most irritating set-up for a
sequel since Back to the Future Part II. 

Now the lizardy Covenant aliens are
back, and they’ve overwhelmed Earth’s
defenses, leaving cybernetically enhanced

supersoldier Master Chief to save humanity.
Again. More than 800,000 players have
already tested a rough version of Halo 3 —
a sign series developer Bungie Studios is
determined to “finish the fight” in style.
Expect spectacular vistas, faster, smarter
enemies and expansive online competition.
So if your computer crashes on Sept. 25
don’t even bother calling the IT guy — he’ll
be “off sick,” convalescing with his
overheated Xbox.

JOHN WOO
PRESENTS
STRANGLEHOLD
PC, PS3, XBOX 360 
There’s no more iconic image in
modern action movies than a
grim-faced anti-hero diving
through the air in slow motion,
armed with righteous anger and

a blazing pistol in each hand,
his long overcoat rippling like
Superman’s cape. This moment
has been imitated — and now
parodied — so extensively it’s
hard to believe it originated
with a single director: the
peerless John Woo. 

Sometimes called the most

influential action filmmaker
working today, most 
North Americans know Woo
from his Hollywood hits Face/Off
and Mission: Impossible II. But
movie (and often game) geeks
— including disciples/imitators
Quentin Tarantino and the
Wachowski Brothers (The Matrix)
— revere his mid-’80s to 
mid-’90s Hong Kong canon of
dramatic, bloody, beautiful
gangster thrillers like A Better
Tomorrow and The Killer. With 
a résumé like his, the only
surprise is that it’s taken this
long for Woo to turn his auteur’s
eye to videogames, but the
power of today’s PCs and 
next-gen consoles at least
means resurgent developer
Midway Games can do the job
right.  A third-person action and
shooting romp, Stranglehold
continues the story of 
Hard Boiled, Woo’s explosive
1992 movie masterpiece.
Crucially, the game also features
the cool fire of Asian megastar
Chow Yun-Fat, reprising his role
as Inspector Tequila for his first

pixilated performance. The plot
is something about kidnapping
and Russian mobsters in
Chicago, but it’s really only an
excuse to let Tequila shoot it
out in nifty locations like the
Field Museum’s dinosaur hall. 

The Woo hallmarks are 
all here: balletic action
sequences, face-to-face
standoffs, those double-fisted
“Gun Fu” shootouts and even
doves in flight. As you run up
stair railings, swing on
chandeliers and leap 
across rooftops you’ll use 
“Tequila Time,” a form of slow
motion that’s both a nod to
Woo’s style and a way to give
you an edge during the heroic
bloodshed. 

And it all looks great, of
course, especially Chow, whose
lanky charisma was captured
via full-body scans. PS3 players
can also get a Collector’s
Edition of Stranglehold (about
$10 more), which includes the
first ever high-def remastering
of Hard Boiled. Watch it and
learn from the master.

JOHN WOO MASTERS THE VIDEOGAME

Unt

The stylish director and his acting protégé switch to pixels for Stranglehold I BY SCOTT GARDNER
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Virgo
August 23 � September 22
September finds you branching out —
starting a business, taking on a fresh
assignment or becoming passionately
involved in a hobby. Your timing is great,
as is your sense of humour. If you’ve ever
dreamed of doing standup, there couldn’t
be a better month.

Libra
September 23 � October 22 
September offers excellent work
opportunities, but it’s up to you to create
them. Watch out for someone offering the
shirt off your back. You’re a bit too
generous around the 15th. It’s a good time
for activities that involve craftsmanship. 

Scorpio
October 23 � November 21 
You’re eager to take on causes, challenges
and bullies, but choose your battles

carefully. Your surroundings are chaotic
early in the month (plan on last-minute
arrivals), but calm returns by the 17th.
Your memory for detail proves to be a huge
asset as you negotiate a deal.

Sagittarius
November 22 � December 22
You’re intuitive about the people you meet
now, spotting their motives a mile away. A
family-related impasse ends as one of the
holdouts makes a key compromise. As
summer shifts into fall, you develop a keen
interest in sports. You’re also feeling less
closed in. 

Capricorn
December 23 � January 20
The first half of September is a good time
for research projects, meditation and yoga.
You’re extroverted during the second half,
which highlights creative output and
entrepreneurship. There’s one hitch,
however: holding a grudge can hold 
you back.

Aquarius
January 21 � February 19
You’re about to meet a bunch of people
who share your quirky sense of humour.
Checking the news and being a shrewd
observer — or eavesdropper — proves
highly valuable. Be wary. A relative’s
expectations can easily pressure you 
into taking on more than you really 
want to handle. 

Pisces
February 20 � March 20
Simplify your surroundings and stay away
from risky ventures this month. Keep in
mind that an authority figure is observing
the way you deal with challenging
situations. There’s something you’ve been
wanting to say for a long time, the right
moment appears sometime between the
11th and 26th.

Aries
March 21 � April 20
The emphasis is on joint ventures and
shared finances. As well, you and your
partner — professional or romantic — are
more comfortable discussing subjects that
you’ve both been avoiding. Devise a health
and fitness game plan for the fall months.

Taurus
April 21 � May 22 
September marks the start of an extended
period of achievement, and you’re more
confident in your own opinions. It’s also an
important month for catching up on
correspondence. In finance, you tend to be
too trusting, especially after the 17th.

Gemini
May 23 � June 21 
Build on recent successes, not in a splashy
way but by quietly demonstrating your
communication skills. Don’t shy away from
public speaking invitations. Late
September finds you involved in a family
function. It doesn’t matter that it’s
someone else’s family.

Cancer
June 22 � July 22
Life is more structured, but by no means
dull. Take advantage of this situation by
making long-range plans, seeking out ways
to earn money or doing home repairs.
Consider running for office or taking on a
diplomatic assignment.

Leo
July 23 � August 22
Your ideas are large but not unrealistic,
they just need to be refined before you
present them. Resolve small disputes —
domestic or professional — before they’re
blown out of proportion. Your nurturing
side is revealed late in the month as you
tend to someone in distress.

star | gazing |

HOROSCOPE | BY DAN LIEBMAN

1st: Lily Tomlin
2nd: Salma Hayek  
3rd: Charlie Sheen
4th:  Beyoncé Knowles
5th:  Raquel Welch
6th:  Rosie Perez
7th: Julie Kavner
8th: Henry Thomas
9th: Adam Sandler
10th: Ryan Phillippe

11th: Harry Connick Jr.
12th: Paul Walker
13th: Jacqueline Bisset
14th: Sam Neill
15th: Tommy Lee Jones
16th: Alexis Bledel
17th: Baz Luhrmann
18th: James Gandolfini
19th: Jimmy Fallon
20th: Sophia Loren

21st: Bill Murray
22nd: Scott Baio
23rd: Jason Alexander
24th: Nia Vardalos
25th: Michael Douglas
26th: Linda Hamilton
27th: Avril Lavigne
28th: Gwyneth Paltrow
29th: Mackenzie Crook
30th: Lacey Chabert

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

SEPTEMBER

2007

Happy 41st birthday 
Adam Sandler
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What a treat to be
whisked away to
sunny L.A. for three

days and two nights to see
the Transformers premiere.
This was especially so with
all the rain lately we’ve had
in Vancouver.

I had a message on my
voicemail at work after re-
turning from the Easter long
weekend. What a surprise to
find out I’d won this trip. It 
also felt great to surprise a
friend and take her along.

We flew to LAX and enjoyed
a leisurely shuttle ride through
UCLA and other local sites to our 
fabulous hotel, the Beverly Hills Hilton.
No sightings of Paris. The lobby was 
gorgeous with all these huge flower
arrangements. The staff were so friendly
and courteous. Our room had a view of a
lounge area with a fountain and lots of
trees and a mountain backdrop. 

We watched a movie on our in-room
52” LCD TV, just like being at the movies.
We were within walking distance to
Rodeo Drive and got to see how the 
rich and famous shop. The stores were
beautiful themselves. 

The next day we were off to Paramount
Studios for our VIP tour. We spent two
hours visiting the lot and seeing many 
famous places where both TV and movies
were shot. We went onto Dr.Phil’s set and
I sat in Robyn’s chair. We also got to watch
a taping of Entertainment Tonight. They
certainly have a lot of fun doing their
work. Then off to Melrose Ave. for some
lunch, people watching and shopping.

Many trendy, funky and pricey
shops. Then quickly back to
our hotel to freshen up and
get ready for the big night. 

The premiere was held at
the Westwood Village Mann
Theater, a beautiful old theatre.
There was a huge Transformer statue of
Bumblebee right in front of the theatre.
We saw Jon Voight up close on the blue
carpet as we arrived into the theatre. We
were seated in the upstairs balcony and
didn’t get a good look at those below,
though Shia LaBeouf was noted by others
sitting close by. 

The anticipation built as the movie
started about 30 minutes late. There
were lots of cheers and clapping as it
opened. Despite nearly two-and-a-half
hours in length it went by very quickly.
The movie was action-packed and the
special effects were great. The humour
was also very enjoyable, not what I had 
expected. Both of us gave it a thumbs up.  

Then we were off to the block party 
on the street beside the theatre. There
were large crowds of people, lots of music,
food, drinks and large screens showing
movie clips. Various cars used in the
movie were also on display. Then it was
another limo ride back to the hotel.

We had a final nightcap at the hotel
lounge, and a luxurious sleep in our 
soft bed. The next morning we got to 
relax poolside before checking out, and
then back to the airport and to rainy 
Vancouver. 

It was a whirlwind adventure that was a
lot of fun. Thank you so much to Cineplex
and Paramount for the opportunity to
enjoy a movie premiere in style. 
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Contest Winner Reports!
TRANSFORMERS 

Our

Vancouver’s Robyn McTague was the lucky winner of a trip for two to the 
L.A. premiere of Transformers. We asked her to tell us about the trip.

Top: Robyn McTague (left) 
and her friend Sandra Rice 
at Paramount Studios.
Below: McTague’s shot 
of Jon Voight at the 
Transformers premiere 
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10
STARS

SCARLETT JOHANSSON “Men should
start wearing three-piece suits, fedoras,
pocket watches…. What happened to
glamour?”

PAMELA ANDERSON “It’s all such a
game when you have stylists dressing
celebrities. They’re not going into their
closets and putting something on, which
is what I do. Which is why I can’t keep up
with the fashion Joneses.”

MANDY MOORE “I discovered clothes
at 11. I remember going to Gap Kids and
thinking, ‘Wow, you can match things and
mismatch them!’ I finally got it. This is
what being female is kind of about.”

KEIRA KNIGHTLEY “I’m not one of
those people who says, ‘Oh no, I can’t
wear that because I wore it yesterday.’ If
It doesn’t smell, it’s fine.”

CINDY CRAWFORD “If you have kids,
you can’t wear low pants because you’re
bending over all the time and your entire
rear end is hanging out…. I call it the
nanny crack.”

SOFIA COPPOLA “Style-wise,
California is more laidback than 
New York, but not when it comes to shoes.
In New York, women compare dresses. In
Los Angeles, it all starts with the shoes.”

KATHERINE HEIGL “I’m into
Bohemian-chic and I love bags that are
vintage-inspired. I like to dress plainly
and accessorize.”

RACHEL LEIGH COOK “I live in jeans,
but I’ve been a slave to buying $170
jeans for too long. Levi’s are a more
reasonable alternative. Levi’s are
fashionable and fit just right. I like the
boot-cut styles.”

CHER “Women dress for women first and
men second. I dress for myself first. Men
don’t know. Men know if you’re showing your
tits. Women know if you’ve got good taste.”
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TALK ABOUT
FASHION
BY SUSAN GRANGER

MISCHA BARTON
“Parisian style is so eclectic, whereas
people in L.A. tend to look almost
Stepfordish by wearing all of the latest
trends — often simultaneously.”
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OWN IT ON DVD 
SEPTEMBER 25th

* Offer available up to 60 days after release date, with proof of current retail price. Offer is limited to retailers within local market only. ©2007 Universal Studios. All Rights Reserved.

U N R A T E D  E X C L U S I V E S
DELETED AND EXTENDED SCENES
Watch what you couldn’t see in theaters!
Includes an EXCLUSIVE EXTENDED version of the 
JONAH – BROKEBACK MOUNTAIN scene!

A L S O  I N C L U D E S

LINE-O-RAMA – Lines you’ll be reciting for ages!
GAG REEL – Unplanned hilarity!
FEATURE COMMENTARY WITH JUDD APATOW, SETH ROGEN
AND BILL HADER! AND MUCH, MUCH MORE!
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