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ir Ian McKellen is the real-life Benjamin Button. Perhaps not in a physical sense — the 
74-year-old’s hair has greyed, his skin has wrinkled — but in every other sense the 
English actor is younger, more vibrant, funnier and just generally more delightful than 
he was at half his age.

All month long, my deputy editor Ingrid Randoja and I have been reading interviews 
with, and watching video clips of, the man famous for playing J.R.R. Tolkien’s strong but 
compassionate wizard Gandalf. Many of them were so funny we’d send links to each 

other with notes like, “You have to watch this.” 
My favourite is a clip from Ricky Gervais’ TV show Extras, which features a straight-faced McKellen 

explaining his method to Gervais: “How do I act so well? What I do is I pretend to be the person I’m 
portraying in the film or play.” He’s not really a wizard, he goes on to explain, but just pretended to be 
one for The Lord of the Rings. I’ve watched it nine times and laughed out loud each time.

So when I came across a 1984 video of Ian McKellen being interviewed by the late Brian Linehan I sent 
the link to Ingrid before even watching it. Linehan, a Canadian movie-industry figure so iconic he spawned 
a Martin Short parody, interviewing a young Ian McKellen? It’s like finding the dwarves’ treasure!

After a few minutes Ingrid called. “This is the most boring interview I’ve ever watched.” She was right. 
There sat a dark-haired, humourless, almost timid McKellen answering serious questions seriously. Like 
when Linehan asked about performing outside of England and McKellen said, “I think, on the whole, local 
actors should do plays for their local audiences. I think it’s very difficult when actors work abroad. 

“I feel very nervous about travelling abroad,” he continued, “and I wouldn’t want to spend my life bobbing 
about here and there and delivering the gospel. I mean, it’s not really my style.” No spark, no glint in his eye. 

These days, an enthusiastic — even hammy at times — McKellen delights not only in performing on 
stage in the U.S. (he’s currently on Broadway with pal Patrick Stewart), shooting the Middle-earth movies 
in New Zealand, and travelling wherever his career takes him, but even in showing up at movie conventions 
and talking to school groups.

What changed? One thing is that four years after the Linehan interview McKellen came out of the closet, 
something he tells us in our exclusive interview (page 48) made his whole life better, “You don’t waste any 
energy on pretense or the complications of being one thing and pretending to be another.”

Another thing was hooking up with Peter Jackson and his clan 15 years ago. When we interviewed 
McKellen for The Lord of the Rings: The Two Towers back in 2002 he told us his public appearances  
surrounding the first LotR movie made him “feel like a young pop star” and that the franchise “has given 
me a whole new lease on life. I feel 30 years younger.” 

At this point, the only thing that could make McKellen — who returns as Gandalf the Grey in this month’s  
The Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug — more powerful is if he had a near-death experience and returned 
as Sir Ian the White.

Elsewhere in this issue we talk to Bradley Cooper about his 1970s-set dramedy American Hustle 
(page 30), Idris Elba about playing South Africa’s great leader in Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom  
(page 40), Oscar Isaac about getting inside Inside Llewyn Davis (page 34) and Cate Blanchett about 
reuniting with George Clooney for next year’s The Monuments Men (page 46). Plus, on page 53 you’ll find 
our Holiday Gift Guide, crammed full of inspiring ideas.

n MARNI WEISZ, EDITOR

HIS GREATEST TRICK
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FUNKY 
BUNCH
Mark Wahlberg (right) leads his 
Transformers: Age of Extinction 
co-stars Stanley Tucci and  
Nicola Peltz in a scene on the 
film’s Hong Kong set.
PHOTO BY AARON TAM/GETTY

SMILEY 
SARAH
This is how we always 
imagined Sarah Silverman 
would look while talking  
on the phone. She was in  
New York shooting the 
comedy People in New Jersey.
PHOTO BY STEVE SANDS/GETTY

SNAPS
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A LOTTA 
CLAWS
Hugh Jackman and his 
audience lift their Wolverine 
claws in unison during a 
number from the actor’s 
one-man show to benefit the 
Motion Picture & Television 
Fund in L.A.
PHOTO BY CHRISTOPHER POLK/GETTY

TOM 
TERRIFIC
Tom Hiddleston sprints up 
the Great Wall of China  
while in Beijing to promote 
Thor: The Dark World.  
PHOTO BY IMAGE.NET

FRANCO, 
ROGEN IN B.C.
Old pals James Franco (left) and 
Seth Rogen shoot The Interview in 
Vancouver. Rogen also co-wrote 
and is co-directing the comedy 
about an assassination plot.
PHOTO BY PUNKD IMAGES
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HAYEK 
GENERATES 
HEAT
Salma Hayek tries to stay  
warm between shots on the 
Malibu set of How to Make  
Love Like an Englishman.
PHOTO BY KEYSTONE PRESS

REESE 
PACKS UP
Reese Witherspoon shoots 
Wild in Portland, Oregon. 
She plays a woman who 
takes a 1,100-mile hike after 
experiencing a tragedy.
PHOTO BY KEYSTONE PRESS

SANDRA 
SPIES
Sandra Bullock peeks  
around the curtain as  
Matthew McConaughey and  
his wife Camila Alves pose at 
the Hollywood Film Awards.
PHOTO BY KEYSTONE PRESS
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IN BRIEF

THE ART OF FILM
Clark Orr is a Florida graphic designer who 

specializes in T-shirt design, logos and branding 

but likes to make movie-inspired posters on the 

side. “My posters celebrate fictitious subjects 

or props by treating them as actual artifacts,” 

he says. “I work backwards, starting with a 

certain aesthetic in mind and then concept. For 

instance, I wanted to make a red/blue 3D glasses 

poster, so I made a 3D ‘Hoverboard Assembly 

Guide.’” And that Willy Wonka Candy Co. 

poster for Lick-able Wallpaper was printed with 

scented ink. “I can’t reveal how,” says Orr, “but 

they smelled like snozzberries.” To see more go 

to http://clarkorr.squarespace.com. —MW

With Saving Mr. Banks,  

Tom Hanks plays his second 

real-life character in a row;  

just two months after 

appearing as Richard Phillips 

in Captain Phillips. Once again, 

Hanks doesn’t look much like 

the guy he’s portraying, but 

this time that’s a bigger deal. 

Where only news junkies have 

a solid memory of the real 

Phillips’ face, everyone in the 

Western world knows the man 

he plays in Saving Mr. Banks 

— Walt Disney.

“I don’t look or sound 

anything like Walt Disney,” 

says Hanks in a Disney Studios 

interview. “In addition to 

growing a mustache and 

parting my hair, the job 

at hand was to somehow 

capture all that whimsy that is 

in his eyes as well as all of the 

acumen that goes along with 

that. You can’t do an imitation 

of Walt Disney.”

Hanks’ director, John Lee 

Hancock, adds he was more 

concerned that his star 

capture Disney from the 

inside out. “There’s a lot of 

voice work, the way he walks, 

the body position, the way 

he holds his hands, the way 

he touches his mustache. 

How he phrases things and 

lets sentences roll off the 

end. He simply became 

Walt Disney to me and I was 

completely amazed.” —MW

Chloë Grace Moretz and 

Mireille Enos, two stars 

who’ve spent a fair bit of 

time in British Columbia, 

are back in the province to 

film the drama If I Stay. 

Moretz — who shot 

Diary of a Wimpy Kid in 

B.C. — plays 17-year-old 

Mia who is involved in a 

serious car accident. Much 

of the film takes place as 

Mia lies comatose in her 

hospital bed and is visited 

by friends and family, 

including her mother 

played by Enos, who spent 

three years in the province 

filming the AMC TV 

mystery The Killing. 

—MW

Chloë Grace Moretz

Tom Hanks and 
Emma Thompson  
in Saving Mr. Banks
INSET: Walt Disney

IF I STAY

On  
Home 
Turf:HE KNOWS 

HE DOESN’T 
LOOK LIKE
DISNEY

http://clarkorr.squarespace.com
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—JOSH BROLIN ON WHY DIRECTOR 
JASON REITMAN CAST HIM AS 
LABOR DAY’S ESCAPED CON

There’s a reason he chose 
me to play the part, because 
I come across, I don’t know, 
more intimidating than I 

necessarily am.

All you need to know about Ron Burgundy’s newly released 

memoir, Let Me Off at the Top! My Classy Life & Other Musings, 

is what Burgundy himself has said: “I don’t know if it’s the 

greatest autobiography ever written. I’m too close to the 

work. I will tell you this much: The first time I sat down and 

read this thing... I cried like a goddamn baby. And you can 

take that to the bank.” —MW

REQUIRED 
READING

If you think Spike Jonze’s Her — in which Joaquin Phoenix 

(above) falls for a computer operating system voiced by 

Scarlett Johansson — is based on Apple’s Siri, think again.

In a panel discussion at the New York Film Festival 

the director revealed it was the rudimentary A.L.I.C.E 

(Artificial Linguistic Internet Computer Entity), also known 

as Alicebot, that first inspired him to think about man/bot 

love. That was about 10 years ago (though A.L.I.C.E. dates 

back to the mid-’90s), and no surprise, A.L.I.C.E. was a very 

clunky program compared to today’s artificial intelligence.

“I had this buzz of, ‘Wow, I’m talking to this thing, this 

thing is listening to me,’” recalls Jonze, “and then quickly 

it devolved into it was just parroting me, it wasn’t really 

listening, it was just a clever program.”

You can still find A.L.I.C.E. at http://alice.pandorabots.com 

and have your own frustrating conversation with “her.” —MW

GO ASK 
A.L.I.C.E.

Quote Unquote

http://alice.pandorabots.com
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Clear your calendars, Christmas movie lovers! Cineplex 

is screening a feast of holiday fare via its Front Row 

Centre programming this month. The Family Favourites 

series lineup will include The Polar Express (pictured 

above), Arthur Christmas and the Jim Carrey version of 

How the Grinch Stole Christmas, the Classic Film Series 

features Holiday Inn, and there are two showings of 

The Nutcracker, one live from the Royal Opera House in 

London and then an encore presentation a couple  

of weeks later. Go to Cineplex.com/Events for dates,  

show times and participating theatres.

YOUR HOLIDAY FIX

As the year draws to a close we 

salute James Franco, Hollywood’s 

hardest working actor. 

If Franco often looks like he’s 

about to doze off, he has good 

reason. Set aside, for a moment, 

all of his art installations, film 

reviews for VICE magazine and the 

two books he published this year, 

Actors Anonymous: A Novel, and 

the pseudo-memoir A California 

Childhood, and look only at the 

nine movies he released in past 12 

months: Lovelace, Oz the Great and 

Powerful, This is the End, Palo Alto, 

Third Person, Homefront, Interior. 

Leather. Bar., As I Lay Dying and 

Child of God. Guess what? He also 

directed the last three. 

It’s a good thing he’s so easy on 

the eyes because you can expect 

to see about 10 more James Franco 

films in 2014. —MW

HARDEST 
WORKING 
ACTOR  
OF 2013

Director Steven Soderbergh, who often talks 

about retirement, or whose friends talk about his 

retirement on his behalf, films a scene from his 

upcoming Cinemax miniseries The Knick, about 

New York’s Knickerbocker Hospital during the 

early 1900s. That’s a nattily dressed Clive Owen 

on the other side of the clapboard. —MW

STEVEN SODERBERGH 
RETIREMENT WATCH: 
STILL NOT RETIRED
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In his spare time, 
James Franco painted 
this mural to promote 
This is the End
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At Inside Llewyn Davis’s  
premiere during the  
BFI London Film Festival.
PHOTO BY STUART C. WILSON/GETTY

CAREY	
MULLIGAN 

	ALL
DRESSED
UP

JESSICA	
ALBA
Attending the ALMA  
Awards in Pasadena.
PHOTO BY KEYSTONE PRESS

In London for Gravity’s screening 
at the BFI London Film Festival.
PHOTO BY DOUG PETERS/KEYSTONE PRESS

SANDRA	
BULLOCK
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JOHNNY	
KNOXVILLE
In Los Angeles for the premiere  
of Jackass Presents: Bad Grandpa.
PHOTO BY BRANDON CLARK/ 
ABIMAGES FOR IMAGE.NET

JARED	
LETO
At the Hollywood Film  
Awards in Beverly Hills.
PHOTO BY KEYSTONE PRESS

At the Power of Women  
event in Beverly Hills. 
PHOTO BY KEYSTONE PRESS

CHARLIZE	
THERON



20 | CINEPLEX MAGAZINE | DECEMBER 2013

In Paris for a screening of  
Thor: The Dark World.
PHOTO BY KEYSTONE PRESS

NATALIE	
PORTMAN

ANNA	
KENDRICK
At the BFI London Film Festival 
for Drinking Buddies’ premiere.
PHOTO BY KEYSTONE PRESS

In Los Angeles for the  
Carrie premiere.
PHOTO BY ERIC CHARBONNEAU/SPE INC.

CHLOË	GRACE	
MORETZ
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IN THEATRES

TYLER PERRY’S 
A MADEA 
CHRISTMAS
Writer-director-star  

Tyler Perry’s seventh Madea 

film finds the salty senior 

spending Christmas with 

her best friend’s (Anna 

Maria Horsford) family 

and interfering with a local 

Christmas jubilee. 

DECEMBER 6

DECEMBER 13
THE HOBBIT: 
THE DESOLATION 
OF SMAUG
While Gandalf (Ian McKellen) 

is off fighting a growing evil, 

Bilbo (Martin Freeman) and 

the dwarves continue their 

trek to the Lonely Mountain 

to battle the dragon Smaug 

(Benedict Cumberbatch) and 

reclaim the dwarves’ ancestral 

home. They pass through 

Mirkwood forest, and call on 

LotR hottie Legolas (Orlando 

Bloom). See Ian McKellen 

interview, page 48.

SAVING MR. BANKS
It’s 1961, and Walt Disney (Tom Hanks) welcomes 

the dour author P.L. Travers (Emma Thompson) to 

Disneyland where he hopes to convince her to  

make her popular children’s book Mary Poppins into  

a movie musical. 

CONTINUED

OUT OF THE FURNACE
Christian Bale’s first post-Dark Knight film is a thriller set in 

Pennsylvania’s Rust Belt that casts him as a mill worker who 

heads into the mountains to search for his brother (Casey 

Affleck) who disappeared after fighting in an underground 

bout organized by a nasty crime boss (Woody Harrelson). 
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DECEMBER 18

CONTINUED

WALKING WITH 
DINOSAURS: 
THE 3D MOVIE
Based on the popular 1999 BBC TV 

miniseries and touring arena show,  

this 3D pic is set in the prehistoric 

Cretaceous period and follows 

the adventures of Patchi the 

Pachyrhinosaurus, who grows  

from the runt of the litter to the  

leader of his herd.

ANCHORMAN 2: THE 
LEGEND CONTINUES
Big shots in the 1970s, San Diego’s 

famed Channel Four news team — Ron 

(Will Ferrell), Brick (Steve Carell),  

Brian (Paul Rudd) and Champ  

(David Koechner) — are misfits in the 

progressive 1980s. But the boys get a 

second chance to make it in the news 

biz when they’re hired by a fledging 

cable news network in New York City. 

DECEMBER 20

Anchorman 2: The Legend Continues’ 
smoking hot cast, from left:  
Paul Rudd, Will Ferrell, David Koechner 
and Steve Carell

HER
Director Spike Jonze’s  

first film since 2009’s  

Where the Wild Things Are 

stars Joaquin Phoenix as a 

brokenhearted writer who 

develops romantic feelings 

for his new computer 

operating system (voiced by 

Scarlett Johansson).
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DECEMBER 25

LABOR DAY
In the summer of 1987, a 

single mom (Kate Winslet) 

and her 13-year-old son 

(Gattlin Griffith) come across 

a bleeding, escaped prisoner 

(Josh Brolin). Against their 

better judgment, they hide 

him in their home and come 

to know a man the police 

consider very dangerous.

JUSTIN BIEBER’S 
BELIEVE 
Justin Bieber is back with 

his second movie. This one 

includes concert footage 

from his “Believe” tour and an 

in-depth interview with the 

young pop star who addresses 

the controversies that have 

hounded him this year. 

THE WOLF OF WALL STREET
Martin Scorsese and Leonardo DiCaprio’s latest casts Dicaprio 

as Wall Street broker Jordan Belfort, whose illegal trading 

practices earn him millions during the greedy 1980s. However, 

pocketing that much dough brings the SEC and FBI calling. 

GRUDGE MATCH
Despite their combined age of 137, Robert De Niro and 

Sylvester Stallone step into the ring to play former 

boxing rivals who decide to settle an old score. 



DECEMBER 25

THE SECRET  
LIFE OF  
WALTER MITTY
Ben Stiller directs and stars  

in this modern retelling of 

James Thurber’s 1939 short 

story. Perpetual dreamer and 

LIFE magazine employee 

Walter Mitty (Stiller) ditches 

his fantasy life to travel the 

world in search of a lost 

photo taken by a famed 

photographer (Sean Penn) 

and win over a woman 

(Kristen Wiig). CONTINUED

AMERICAN HUSTLE
Director David O. Russell and the season’s grooviest A-List cast — 

Jennifer Lawrence, Christian Bale, Amy Adams, Bradley Cooper 

and Jeremy Renner — head back to the ’70s for this reality-based 

tale concerning corrupt politicians, outrageous conmen and a 

wild FBI agent. See Bradley Cooper interview, page 30.

Ben Stiller in  
The Secret Life  
of Walter Mitty
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SHOWTIMES ONLINE AT CINEPLEX.COM
ALL RELEASE DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE

DECEMBER 25

MUSIC DOCUMENTARY
PIPES AND STICKS ON 

ROUTE 66
SUN., DEC. 1

MOST WANTED MOVIES
DIE HARD

THURS., DEC. 5, WED., DEC. 11

THE METROPOLITAN 
OPERA

TOSCA (PUCCINI)
ENCORES: SAT., DEC. 7,  

MON., DEC. 16

FALSTAFF (VERDI)
LIVE: SAT., DEC. 14 

FAMILY FAVOURITES
THE POLAR EXPRESS

SAT., DEC. 7 

ARTHUR CHRISTMAS
SAT., DEC. 14

DR. SEUSS HOW THE 
GRINCH STOLE CHRISTMAS

SAT., DEC. 21

CLASSIC FILM SERIES
HOLIDAY INN

SUN., DEC. 8, WED., DEC. 18, 
MON., DEC. 23

AN AFFAIR TO REMEMBER
TUES., DEC. 31

ANIME
MADOKA MAGICA  

THE MOVIE: REBELLION
MON., DEC. 9, SUN., DEC. 15

DANCE SERIES
ROYAL OPERA HOUSE

THE NUTCRACKER
LIVE: THURS., DEC. 12 

ENCORE: SUN., DEC. 22

WWE
TLC: TABLES, LADDERS  

AND CHAIRS
LIVE: SUN., DEC. 15

 
GO TO 

CINEPLEX.COM/EVENTS 
FOR PARTICIPATING 

THEATRES, TIMES AND  
TO BUY TICKETS

INSIDE 
LLEWYN DAVIS
Joel and Ethan Coen’s latest 

offering is set in New York 

City’s Greenwich Village of the 

early 1960s, where frustrated 

folk singer Llewyn Davis 

(Oscar Isaac) arrives hoping 

to make a name for himself in 

the burgeoning music scene. 

Co-starring Carey Mulligan, 

Justin Timberlake and  

John Goodman. See  

Oscar Isaac interview, page 34.

MANDELA: LONG WALK TO FREEDOM
Idris Elba stars as South African freedom fighter Nelson Mandela 

in this bio-pic based on Mandela’s autobiography. The film traces 

Mandela’s rise from lawyer to the leader of the African National 

Congress who spent 28 years in prison before becoming his 

nation’s first black president. See Idris Elba interview, page 40.

47 RONIN
Keanu Reeves travels back 

to 18th-century Japan to play 

half-British, half-Japanese Kai, 

a ronin — or samurai — who 

joins a group of 47 other 

ronins to take down Lord Kira 

(Tadanoby Asano), the evil 

tyrant who killed their master. 

Inside Llewyn Davis star Oscar Isaac
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“You say it like it’s a bad thing,” Bradley Cooper quips cheerfully 
when all the repeat engagements on his résumé are mentioned.

The tally includes three Hangover movies with the same director  
(Todd Phillips), three movies with Jennifer Lawrence (Silver Linings 
Playbook, this month’s American Hustle and the upcoming period piece 
Serena) and two with director David O. Russell (Silver Linings Playbook 
and American Hustle).

“I plead guilty to working with the same people over and over,” says 
Cooper during a Las Vegas interview mere weeks after he’d wrapped 
American Hustle. The star-studded film recounts the colourful late 
1970s/early 1980s FBI Abscam sting that resulted in high-profile 
charges of political corruption over multiple levels of government.

“The thing is, there’s a certain freedom that comes with familiarity. 
If you know the other person, there’s a level of trust that makes it easier 
for you to work outside your comfort zone.

“I mean, why wouldn’t I want to work with David O. Russell again?”
It’s hard to argue with the result of their previous collaboration. 

The darling of the 2013 Oscars, the dysfunctional-family romantic 
comedy Silver Linings Playbook earned Lawrence an Oscar and 
Cooper a nomination.

And if ambition counts for anything, Russell’s American Hustle 
could represent Cooper’s next step up the awards ladder. He refers to 
it as “the most difficult role I’ve ever done.”

Too absurd to be fiction, the Abscam scandal took its nickname 
from the fact that federal agents posed as Arab sheikhs with a company  
called Abdul Enterprises. They offered money to scores of political fig-
ures (and some public ones, like Penthouse publisher Bob Guccione) 
in exchange for favours like political asylum, building permit “fixes” 
and illegal money transfers. By 1981 the FBI had corruption con-
victions against one senator, five congressmen and the mayor of 
Camden, New Jersey.

Cooper plays Richie DiMaso, a loose-cannon FBI investigator from 
the Bronx assigned to take down a crooked New Jersey politician 
named Carmine Polito (Jeremy Renner). Russell has confirmed in 
interviews that Renner’s character is based on  CONTINUED

Bradley Cooper talks about his latest 
movie with director David O. Russell, 
American Hustle, a real-life drama set  
in the sexy 1970s n BY JIM SLOTEK

Bradley Cooper (left)  
and Christian Bale  
in American HustlePERMS

POLITICS, 
POLYESTER 
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Angelo Errichetti, the mayor of Camden and a New Jersey state 
senator, who was among those convicted.

To help set up Polito, DiMaso strong-arms a veteran conman 
named Irv Rosenfeld (Christian Bale) and his lovely partner Sydney 
(Amy Adams) into joining him in the sting. (Lawrence is cast as Irv’s 
vindictive ex-wife.)

While enemies, DiMaso and Polito respect each other for their 
shared “street” beginnings, a respect Russell has called a “bromance.”

“American Hustle was huge, and I’m very proud of it,” Cooper says. 
“It’s been an incredibly challenging movie. It’s wonderful, sexy and 
funny and loud and beautiful.” 

Those adjectives could also apply to the 1970s wardrobe, or to the 
carefully curled head of hair Cooper sports as DiMaso — the result, 
Cooper says, of daily treatment with 100 hair curlers (this was the 
disco era, after all).

“The humour is what really makes it a cut above,” Cooper says. “A lot 
of the best dramas have humour in them, and the best directors know it.

“And the cast is insane,” he continues. “Robert De Niro, Jeremy 
Renner, Christian Bale, Amy Adams, Jennifer Lawrence, Michael Peña, 
Louis C.K. It’s just incredible.”

The next film on Cooper’s radar is American Sniper, the story of 
Chris Kyle, the Iraq War vet who was considered the most lethal 
sniper in American military history (and who was, ironically, killed 
by a fellow veteran suffering from PTSD). “We bought the rights 
to that a year ago, and it’s something I really can’t wait to see come  
together,” he says. 

It sounds like everything’s going his way, but Cooper — one 
of People magazine’s erstwhile Sexiest Men Alive — says he still 
doesn’t take anything for granted. He tried, and failed, to bring his 

dream project of Milton’s Paradise Lost to the screen, and says, “I 
still fight for roles I don’t end up getting.” Among them was the part 
of Tom Buchanan in Baz Luhrmann’s The Great Gatsby; it went to 
Joel Edgerton.

But he also has perspective, reinforced by real-life tragedy while 
filming American Hustle in the Boston area. As the movie neared 
the end of shooting, the Boston Marathon bombings took place. The 
production, in nearby Worcester, Mass., shut down for a day in com-
pliance with a voluntary police curfew.

Cooper, however, booked off some extra time to visit the local 
hospitals, where he met with the wounded (including Jeff Bauman, 
who lost his legs in the blast but was a key witness, identifying suspect 
Tamerlan Tsarnaev). He also attended an interfaith service where 
President Obama honoured the victims and praised first responders.

“The outcome could have been much worse,” says Cooper, “and it 
probably would have in many cities.”   

Jim Slotek writes about movies for the Toronto Sun.

From left: Christian Bale, 
Amy Adams and  
Bradley Cooper strut their 
stuff in American Hustle

“The humour is what really 
makes it a cut above,” says 
Cooper. “A lot of the best 
dramas have humour 
in them, and the best 
directors know it”

AMERICAN HUSTLE
HITS THEATRES DECEMBER 25TH
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INSIDE LLEWYN DAVIS
HITS THEATRES DECEMBER 25TH

What did the Coen brothers 

tell you about the story when 

you started working together?

“They don’t really go in for the big 
thematic conversations. It’s very 
instinctual. It just evolved in a way 
from this particular idea that they 
found funny and unusual. So they 

made this guy that’s not Bob Dylan, not the poet shooting through the 
sky, he’s the workman. He’s a blue-collar guy; he’s not someone that’s 
reinventing his past. He’s very upfront about where he’s from: He’s 
from the Boroughs. He’s a very earthbound character.”

How would you describe the story, because it’s very small in scale 

and takes place over only maybe a week or two weeks at most?

“I think the story itself is unusual and it’s in the structure of a song. 
In folk songs, the structure is first verse, chorus, second verse, chorus, 
third verse, chorus and then the first verse again at the end and by 
the time you get to that first verse again, it’s completely changed 
even though they’re the same words. I’m not sure how completely 
conscious that was, but when I look at it, that’s definitely what I see.”

You do your own singing in the movie and I know you’re a 

musician, but did you ever try to pursue it as a career?

“I’ve been doing them both in conjunction ever since I was very, very 
young. It just so happened at a certain point, when I got CONTINUED

“Why would anyone beat up a folk singer?”
Bearded, turtleneck-wearing, acoustic-guitar strum-

ming musicians don’t normally inspire fits of rage but  
filmmaking brothers Joel and Ethan Coen used the  
curious question as a spark for Inside Llewyn Davis, their 
portrait of a struggling 1960s-era Greenwich Village  
musician — and it’s clear from the start that Llewyn Davis 
is no Bob Dylan.

Played by Oscar Isaac (Drive, Robin Hood), Davis is  
angrier than one might expect, driven by the pursuit of 
an authentic music career, his guitar the only constant as 
he traipses around a blustery New York with permanently 
wet shoes and no winter coat. But he’s got his pride, as 
he’ll readily tell you, and that self-righteousness gets 
under everyone’s skin, even those giving him a couch to 
sleep on like fellow musicians Jean (Carey Mulligan) and 
Jim (Justin Timberlake).

Using the memoir of a little-known folk musician 
named Dave Van Ronk as inspiration, the Coens paint 
a darkly funny, intimate story of a guy trying, and con-
sistently failing, to make it. And for Isaac, a long-time 
musician with a warm, honeyed voice, the journey was a 
somewhat familiar one.

The 33-year-old actor was on the phone from New York 
when we spoke about why the movie reminds him of a 
folk song, how a camel and Buster Keaton inspired his 
performance and what it was like singing live on set.

Oscar Isaac gets his big break 
playing an irritable 1960s  
folk singer in the Coen brothers’ 
Inside Llewyn Davis
n BY ANDREA MILLER
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accepted into Juilliard, I had to leave the band that I had in Miami 
to come up to New York, but even then I continued to record and play. 
I had bands during college and right after high school and we played 
a lot, but in a very Llewyn-like way…. I just, for some reason, found 
myself not really ever comfortable with that kind of thing. I think I 
share that idea with Llewyn — this idea of monetizing music, in a 
strange way, hasn’t always appealed to me.”

Is that part of what made you want to do this movie? That you 

had something in common with Llewyn?

“One, the fact that it is a Coen brothers film and they’re my favourite 
filmmakers. I’ve been watching their movies since, as soon as I was 
watching movies, I was watching their movies, and I’m such a huge 
fan of theirs. I really feel a kinship towards them and their view of the 
world, their tone. They have a mixture of very dark despair and then the 
absurdity and the mystery and the wonder [of existence]. And then the 
fact that it is a musician, it’s something that I’ve done for so many years 
and those two things together, particularly the scene, I grew up listening 
to Bob Dylan, Simon & Garfunkel and Cat Stevens, and I was so familiar 
with a lot of that style of music so I just thought it was perfect for me.”

What did it take for you to get inside Llewyn? Did you read 

the Dave Van Ronk memoir or prepare in other ways?

“Yeah, I read The Mayor of MacDougal Street, I read Chronicles,  
the Bob Dylan autobiography, and apart from that I met this guy  
Erik Frandsen, who lives on MacDougal  Street, above the old [folk 
club] Gaslight. He’s an older gentleman and he’s a mean guitar-picker 
and I actually met him before the audition, just completely serendipi-
tously, and started talking to him and he’d played with Dave Van Ronk 
and he played me a bunch of his old records and started teaching me 

how to play in that style. And then I just thought about the comedy 
of resilience. You know, this is a guy who’s always walking uphill, he’s 
almost like a camel, because of all the weight that’s on his back…. I 
thought a lot about Buster Keaton, somebody who seems to have all 
this horrible sh-t happen to him all the time and yet continues on and 
we love watching that.”

You were singing and playing live during the filming, which I 

imagine could be intimidating. Do you think it helped you get 

into character?

“It was absolutely crucial. There’s never really a cathartic moment for 
Llewyn. He never expresses really what he feels or what’s going on 
inside of him, the only window is his music. And then if suddenly he 
starts playing and you have to suspend your disbelief that I’m actually 
the one that’s singing and playing the magic goes away and I think the 
whole thing falls apart. It really rests on those moments. They have 
nothing really to do with plot; they have everything to do with showing 
you who the character is. So yeah, that’s one of the reasons that I was 
most excited. I knew I could do that.”

Being the lead in a Coen brothers movie means a lot more 

eyes on you. Do you have a sense of that?

“Oh yeah, definitely. It’s really…heavy, man [laughs]. It’s a lot to take 
on, it was definitely there but I had to just put it to the side of me, or put 
it behind me, so it just wasn’t in my field of vision so I could just focus 
on the work and, in a way, convince myself that it was a small movie 
that no one was gonna see in order just to be able to do the work and 
not feel that pressure.”   

Andrea Miller is a content producer for Cineplex.com.

“I just 
thought 
about the 
comedy of 
resilience. 
You know, 
this is a guy 
who’s always 
walking 
uphill, he’s 
almost like 
a camel, 
because 
of all the 
weight that’s 
on his back”

From left: Oscar Isaac,  
Justin Timberlake and  
Adam Driver make music 
together in Inside Llewyn Davis
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FRONTRUNNERS
OSCAR

As the year draws to a close we look at some of the 
leading contenders for the 86th Academy Awards, 
which will be doled out in Los Angeles on March 2nd
n BY INGRID RANDOJA

JARED LETO  DALLAS BUYERS CLUB

To play Dallas Buyers Club’s HIV-positive, transgendered 

Rayon, Jared Leto lost more than 30 pounds and stayed 

in character throughout the shoot. His dedication shines 

through each and every frame as he gives a career-best 

performance.

JULIA ROBERTS 

AUGUST: OSAGE COUNTY

Trading dramatic blows with 

Meryl Streep is no easy feat, 

and Roberts doesn’t pull any 

punches playing Streep’s 

estranged daughter. Is it time 

for one of Hollywood’s biggest 

stars to get her due? Her only 

Oscar came way back in 2001 

for Erin Brockovich.

OPRAH WINFREY 

LEE DANIELS’ THE BUTLER

Winfrey’s powerful comeback 

turn as Forest Whitaker’s 

supportive — but far from 

perfect — wife reminds us 

that TV’s biggest star really 

can act. She already has a 

Best Supporting Actress 

nomination (The Color Purple) 

to prove it.   

LUPITA NYONG’O 12 YEARS A SLAVE

The Academy isn’t afraid to bestow the Best Supporting 

Actress honour on a young, unknown performer, and who 

better to receive it than Mexico-born, Kenya-raised, Yale-

educated Nyong’o, who gives an astonishing debut performance 

as 12 Years a Slave’s abused, but defiant, slave Patsey.

BEST 
SUPPORTING 
ACTRESS

BEST 
SUPPORTING 
ACTOR

MICHAEL FASSBENDER 

12 YEARS A SLAVE

He was robbed of a  

Best Actor nomination  

for Shame, but the 

Academy will be hard-

pressed to ignore 

Fassbender’s mesmerizing 

performance as 12 Years’ 

sadistic, yet complicated, 

slave owner.

BARKHAD ABDI 

CAPTAIN PHILLIPS

Somali native Abdi was living 

in Minneapolis and working 

as a limo driver when he won 

the role of Captain Phillips’ 

desperate lead pirate. Despite 

never having acted before, 

Abdi gives an amazingly 

natural performance matching 

Hanks beat for beat.
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CATE BLANCHETT 

BLUE JASMINE

Cate Blanchett’s pitch-perfect 

performance as Jasmine, a 

frazzled New York socialite 

having a mental breakdown in 

director Woody Allen’s latest, 

could earn the Aussie star her 

first Best Actress award. 

MERYL STREEP

AUGUST: OSAGE COUNTY

La Streep looks to add to 

her record total of 17 Oscar 

nominations — and has her 

eye on her fourth statue for 

her turn as August: Osage 

County’s abrasive, pill-

popping matriarch.

CHIWETEL EJIOFOR 

12 YEARS A SLAVE

While director Steve McQueen’s 

film about a free black man 

(Ejiofor) forced into brutal 

slavery is sometimes hard 

to watch, we can’t take our 

eyes off Ejiofor, who channels 

anger, hope and dignity in one 

unforgettable, Oscar-worthy 

performance.

TOM HANKS 

CAPTAIN PHILLIPS

America’s everyman and 

Oscar favourite Hanks is 

back in business, giving  

a powerful turn as  

Captain Richard Phillips 

who faces down pirates  

in the drama about the 

2009 hijacking of the 

Maersk Alabama.

FOREST WHITAKER LEE DANIELS’ THE BUTLER

As the White House butler who witnesses America’s 

struggle with civil rights, Whitaker quietly captures a 

nation’s coming of age in the kind of feel-good film the 

Academy loves.

BEST ACTOR

SANDRA BULLOCK GRAVITY

Beloved in Hollywood and adored by the public, Bullock has 

slowly built an Oscar-worthy career — winning once in 2010 for 

The Blind Side — and she could snatch a second Best Actress 

award thanks to her poignant portrayal of Gravity’s adrift 

astronaut. 

BEST PICTURE

AMERICAN HUSTLE  With such an impressive ensemble cast — 

Jennifer Lawrence, Christian Bale, Bradley Cooper, Amy Adams, 

Jeremy Renner — it may be hard to single out a particular 

performance, but together, guided by director David O. Russell 

in a film set in the sexy 1970s and focusing on conmen, the FBI 

and corrupt politicians, well the film just screams Best Picture. 

12 YEARS A SLAVE

Last year, Steven Spielberg’s 

Lincoln landed 12 nominations 

— including Best Picture — 

but only won two awards. 

This year, director Steve 

McQueen’s raw and powerful 

film has the chance to 

complete the portrait of 

American slavery that Lincoln 

began by taking home the  

big prize.

GRAVITY

It looked like a billion bucks 

on IMAX screens, attracted 

much-coveted older viewers 

and was the movie that 

had to be seen in theatres. 

Hollywood owes director 

Alfonso Cuarón and stars 

Sandra Bullock and George 

Clooney a great big thank 

you, which could come in the 

form of a Best Picture win.

BEST ACTRESS
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ould it surprise you to learn that 

Nelson Mandela is a fan of the violent, 
drugs and cops TV series The Wire?

It’s true. And perhaps even more surpris-
ing is that Mandela himself recommended 

that Idris Elba — who played The Wire’s 
notorious drug kingpin Stringer Bell — play 

him in the bio-pic Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom. The film is based 
on Mandela’s autobiography of the same name.

Of course, Nelson Mandela has nothing in common with a fictional 
TV drug dealer; but the man who spent 27 years in prison, helped tear 
down South Africa’s apartheid rule and became his nation’s first black 
president, saw something of himself in Elba.

That’s quite a compliment.
“Yes, it is,” says the 41-year-old actor during an interview in Toronto 

where Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom screened as part of the 
Toronto International Film Festival. 

Dressed in blue, knee-length shorts and a striped blue and white 
T-shirt that shows off his fit, six-foot-three frame, the London, England, 
native exudes magnetism. On screen, that magnetism is only amplified  
— whether he’s playing an angry London police detective in the 
British TV series Luther, a heroic military leader in Pacific Rim or a 
watchful Norse god in the Thor films.

Sitting across from Elba you’re struck by another thing; he looks 
nothing like Nelson Mandela. Physically transforming himself to play 
Mandela was difficult enough, but Elba also faced the challenge of 
portraying the icon through a 50-year period, which required him 
to age into the elderly, white-haired Mandela who’s so familiar to us.

“Before we started filming we were designing the prosthetic works 
and so on, but we were also dedicated to not doing a complete looky-
like,” says Elba in his cockney accent. 

“The younger Mandela, not many people know who he was at the 
time, and that’s great because it gave us artistic license to create that 
person. We mapped out this journey on film, so by the end of the film 
the audience goes, ‘Ah, there’s the guy we know.’ CONTINUED

Idris Elba says the fact that he  
doesn’t look much like South African 
freedom fighter turned president 
Nelson Mandela isn’t important.  
The key to his performance in 
Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom  
was getting into the great man’s mind 
n BY INGRID RANDOJA

OF
MIND
THE
IN

Idris Elba (centre) as  
Nelson Mandela
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“I studied his idiosyncratic behaviours, 
how he moves and walks, and all that stuff,” 
adds Elba. “When he was younger he was 
very much a go-getter, but when [he] got 
older he moved less, talked less, kept his 
face a lot stiller. I observed all of that, and 
just wanted to make it right.”

The film begins in the 1940s when 
Mandela is working as a lawyer in Soweto. 
A failed early marriage gives way to a second 
marriage to social worker Winnie Mandela 
(Naomie Harris) and a political career that 
grows increasingly militant as Mandela 
and his fellow ANC party leaders demand 
the end to South Africa’s dehumanizing, 
racist apartheid laws.

Some Mandela supporters are upset the film highlights Mandela’s 
human flaws, especially the younger Mandela’s womanizing. But Elba 
says it would be wrong to gloss over the man’s imperfections.

“[Mandela] was a hotshot lawyer in a booming Soweto at the time,” 
he says, “there were no other black lawyers. He was this tall, enigmatic 
man and had a lot of lady attention [laughs]. Although he wanted to step 
into this world of doing the right thing, and being an activist and saving 

the country, nothing was going to top that.”
Attracting attention has never been a 

problem for Elba, who regularly finds him-
self included in celebrity “Hottest Men” 
and “Most Beautiful People” lists. Currently 
single, Elba does have an 11-year-old 
daughter named Isan from his four-year 
marriage to American makeup artist  
Kim Elba. He splits his time between 
homes in Los Angeles, Atlanta (where Isan 
lives with her mother) and London.

It was Isan who inadvertently helped 
Elba fine-tune his portrayal of Mandela. 

As the film recounts, Mandela spent 27 
years in jail, mostly in a tiny cell inside the 
Robben Island prison. Elba felt he also 
needed to step behind those prison bars. 

“I spent a night on Robben Island, which 
was very unorthodox,” says the actor. “They 
said, ‘Take your cellphone in case you get 
panicky and want to get out. The security 
guard will let you out.’ Well of course I said 
yes, and when they walked away, locked the 
door, I checked my cellphone and there is 
no service whatsoever. I was stuck.

“But then in the morning, when I did 
get service, there [were] all these messages 
and my daughter had gotten sick in Atlanta, 
badly, an asthma attack, and my presence 
was requested. And it just broke my heart.” 

He says the incident gave him a tiny bit 
of perspective on what Mandela had expe-
rienced. “Once the chants of activism and 
revolution had gone, what’s left is a man sit-
ting in a cell for years and having no power. 
It came to me. This was not just me doing a 
performance, I had to be, you know?” 

Throwing oneself into such an iconic 
— and important — role can spoil an actor, 
and Elba admits it’s going to be hard to top 
this performance. 

“This is the pinnacle, the real pinnacle,” 
he says thoughtfully. “I’ve had interesting 

successes in television, interesting characters, I think, but now 
with film, there’s never going to be another Mandela role. What 
does one do next?

“I like making films, and I love to work, but I just sorta have to try 
and be careful. I don’t want to deface this character, this role, this 
work in Mandela, by just being in some stupid film.”   

Ingrid Randoja is the deputy editor of Cineplex Magazine

“This is the pinnacle. 
I’ve had interesting 
successes in 
television, interesting  
characters, I think, 
but now with film, 
there’s never going 
to be another 
Mandela role”

MANDELA:  
LONG WALK  

TO FREEDOM
HITS THEATRES 
DECEMBER 25TH

Nelson Mandela (Elba)  
with future wife, Winnie  
(Naomie Harris)
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Cate Blanchett discusses next year’s 
The Monuments Men, the George Clooney- 
directed drama about works of art and 
culture sacrificed (and saved) during 
the Second World War n BY BOB STRAUSS

ate Blanchett has been kind of missing 

in action — from movie theatres, anyway 
— for the past several years. Prior to this 
summer, she’d only appeared in one film 
(the first Hobbit pic) since 2011’s Hanna.

“I’ve been running the Sydney Theatre 
Company for five years; that and our three 
boys have been my focus,” she says over the 
phone from her home in Sydney, Australia.

But Blanchett is roaring back.
As awards season gets underway, people are still talking about 

the Oscar winner’s tour-de-force performance as a spoiled woman 
having a nervous breakdown in Woody Allen’s Blue Jasmine — that 
aforementioned summer 2013 movie. 

This February she’ll appear in The Monuments Men, and she has 
more than half a dozen film jobs lined up over the next two years, 
including her appearance in next year’s Hobbit finale There and Back 
Again (her character isn’t expected to be in this month’s The Hobbit: 
The Desolation of Smaug, the bridge film of Peter Jackson’s trilogy). 

Right now, though, Blanchett is savouring happy reunions with old 
partners in crime.

The Monuments Men is George Clooney’s serio-comic look at the 
U.S. military’s Monuments, Fine Arts, and Archives program during 
World War II. Its members were tasked with both recovering the 
artworks stolen by retreating Nazis and trying to prevent advancing 
Allied forces from damaging cultural treasures in their path. Blanchett 
plays a skeptical, tart-tongued French art historian.

Cate Blanchett lights up  
The Monuments Men

“It’s about a group of art experts who gather together to save works 
from the war,” Blanchett explains. “The lynchpin of their information 
gathering was this woman called Rose Valland, who worked at what 
was basically like a depot for all of the stolen art. Matt Damon’s char-
acter, James Rorimer, has to win her trust to get all of the log-booked 
information that she’s kept. It was the first time in, God, forever, that 
I’ve worked with Matt, and that was fantastic.” She last appeared with 
Damon in 1999’s The Talented Mr. Ripley. 

Blanchett’s other co-stars include comedic-drama specialists  
Bill Murray, John Goodman and The Artist’s Jean Dujardin.

And, of course, there’s director, producer, co-screenwriter Clooney, 
whom Blanchett last worked with in the post-World War II thriller  
The Good German, which, ironically, was filmed in Southern California, 

	THE	
ART	
OF
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unlike The Monuments Men, which was shot in Germany.
“I was in Berlin early in the year, and it was a fantastic set,” Blanchett 

recalls. “Look, George is one of the most switched-on, intelligent, 
hilarious people you’d ever care to meet. It’s a real pleasure going to 
work. Talk about buoyancy on a set; it’s no fuss, you got it done and 
he’s unbelievably positive and generous and available.”

Really?
“A swine, really, an absolute swine of a man,” she jokes with a 

throaty laugh.
Returning to New Zealand for just over a week of Hobbit shooting this 

past spring was also a chance to hook up with some Lord of the Rings 
compadres such as Ian McKellen.

“It’s been quite a number of years since I first played Galadriel — 

a decade,” Blanchett notes. “I was so excited when I got the call [to 
appear in The Hobbit], because of course it’s not the first thing that 
springs to mind to reprise that role, especially because Galadriel is 
only glancingly mentioned in The Hobbit. I’m realizing I’m the only 
girl in the films who wasn’t covered in facial hair! So they obviously 
needed a blonde and picked up the phone and made the call.”

With two films by inscrutably arty director Terrence Malick in the 
can and work with Kenneth Branagh, David Mamet and Todd Haynes 
on the docket, Blanchett is glad to be back at the movies.

“To have made such interesting movies with Woody and Terrence 
Malick last year and George and Peter this year, I’ve really been lucky.”   

Bob Strauss lives in L.A. where he writes about movies and filmmakers.

THE MONUMENTS MEN 
HITS THEATRES FEBRUARY 7TH
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Gandalf is the strongest link between Peter Jackson’s 
two sets of Middle-earth movies, and one of the 
franchise’s most beloved characters. But the great 
wizard hardly appears in the middle of J.R.R. Tolkien’s 
The Hobbit. Fear not. The actor behind the great 
wizard, Ian McKellen, says he’ll be anything but 
absent when the second of three Hobbit movies,  
The Desolation of Smaug, hits screens n BY MARNI WEISZ

Gandalf, 



CONTINUED

Everyone who has read  

The Hobbit knows that 

Gandalf isn’t in the middle 

part of Tolkien’s story 

very much. He’s gone off 

somewhere with Radagst. 

So what will we see of him 

in The Desolation of Smaug?

“Well, I don’t want to spoil any-
one’s enjoyment of the plot as it unfolds but you’re right, in the book 
Gandalf issues his orders and makes his recommendations and with 

some trepidation leaves Bilbo alone with the dwarves to get on with 
the task. But in the film you get to know what Tolkien knew, why 
Gandalf couldn’t stay with them the whole time, and it’s a better story 
if he isn’t with them the whole time — otherwise he would help them 
get out of scrapes before they actually get into them.”

What is he off doing?

“His job as a wizard is to keep an eye on Middle-earth generally and 
not just a quest to recover old belongings and deal with a dragon. 
You’ve seen in the first Hobbit film that he picks up from Galadriel, 
and others, that something is happening in Middle-earth and he 
better keep an eye on it, and that’s what he’s away doing. He gets into 
some dreadful scrapes, which we shouldn’t go into in detail, but it’s 
very exciting and a fearful time really for Gandalf.”

Is it difficult to talk about a film that’s one segment of a 

project that was mostly shot two-and-a-half years ago?

“Yeah, it is. And it’s even more complicated on this occasion because 
it was the day we finished filming what we thought were the two films 
[that we were] told that actually it would be cut into three. We went 
back earlier this year to do some filming, so I don’t always know where 
one film begins and another ends…. I can tell you that Peter told me 
that this is his favourite of his five films so far and he thinks it’s the 
best. I shouldn’t say that too loud, that’s asking for trouble, but I know 
he’s very pleased with it. But I haven’t seen it yet.”

Much of your career has taken place on the stage. Have you 

ever gone back and revisited a character from a play years 

later and if so was revisiting Gandalf similar?

“No, I think this was unique, really. What I have done is been in the same 
play more than once playing a different character. In King Lear — I just 
played King Lear about two years ago with Radagast, Sylvester McCoy, 
playing the fool —  previously I’d played Edgar, the young hero in 
King Lear…. In Chekhov’s The Seagull I think I’ve played four char-
acters over the years, so you do get to revisit wonderful, wonderful 
texts but that’s not the same thing as reprising the same character in 
these movies.”

Ian McKellen sounds a bit tuckered out. 
He has good reason. 

“I’ve just finished my very last rehearsal in the rehearsal 
room of Waiting for Godot in New York and tomorrow I 
move in with Patrick Stewart and the rest of the cast to 
the Cort Theatre on Broadway and we do our technical 
rehearsals for No Man’s Land, which is the other play 
that we are doing with Waiting for Godot,” explains the 
74-year-old over the phone from the Big Apple. In a few 
months he will travel back to his native England to play 
an aging Sherlock Holmes in A Slight Trick of the Mind 
for his Gods and Monsters director Bill Condon.

McKellen was knighted by Queen Elizabeth more than 
two decades ago (but doesn’t like to be called Sir), and 
since the honour he’s done some of the most popular work 
of his career, including the role of Magneto in the X-Men 
movies and, of course, his powerful portrayal of the wizard 
Gandalf in Peter Jackson’s epic films based on the books 
of J.R.R. Tolkien. 

Following the three Lord of the Rings movies of the 
early 2000s, in 2011 McKellen returned to Middle-earth 
(largely New Zealand) to shoot Jackson’s rendition of  
The Hobbit, which was split into three films. The middle 
film, The Desolation of Smaug, comes out this month. 
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“His job as a wizard is  
to keep an eye on  
Middle-earth generally  
and not just a quest to 
recover old belongings  
and deal with a dragon,” 
says McKellen.... “He gets 
into some dreadful scrapes”

THE HOBBIT:
THE DESOLATION OF SMAUG
HITS THEATRES DECEMBER 13TH
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You have a lot of mementos from Middle-earth. What do 

you do with them?

“[Laughs.] Yes, I was given, by the production, a Glamdring, which 
is a sword. It’s not the only Glamdring in existence but it’s one I used 
in the film…. I’ve also got Gandalf’s staff and I’ve got Gandalf’s hat.”

Do you know where all of these things are? 

“Yes, because if kids come round they like to play with 
them. The other smaller mementos are just lying around 
the place. I’ve got a couple of pieces of gold from the 
dragon’s lair and a few little silly models of Gandalf 
with bobbling heads. I don’t quite know where they 
are — sometimes they end up on the same shelf,  
and then sometimes they get put away, and then 
sometimes they get hung up on the Christmas tree.”

Oh, that’s funny. On another topic, I want to wish you 

a Happy Anniversary. I’m not sure if you realize 

it, but this is your Silver Anniversary 

of coming out. You came out in 1988, 

which is 25 years ago. 

“I didn’t realize that! Yes! 
Thank you very much.”

At a time when so many gay 

actors are still afraid to come out, 

do you have any advice?

“I think they should realize what was 
evident to every gay person that has 
come out, that their life is going to 
be better from the moment they 
do it…. It will affect not only your 
relationships, but your ability to 
get on in the world and cope with 
the world, and what straight people 
take for granted, their rights to be 
utterly themselves. Gay people have 
that right too, and when they accept 
it their ability to work gets better. 
People tell me my acting got better, 
you don’t waste any energy on pre-
tense or the complications of being 
one thing and pretending to be another.”

It would seem most gay actors are afraid they won’t get same 

sorts of parts if they come out. Do you think that your career 

has been better or worse for coming out so long ago?

“Better. Better. I didn’t have a film career really until I 
came out. You talk about these actors who are not out, 

but most of the gay actors I know are openly gay…. 
They’ve grown up in a world where gay people are 
accepted, at least in this country and in your country 

and in mine. Some places in the world it’s terrible to be 
gay. I wouldn’t want to be growing up gay in Russia at the 

moment or many places in Africa. But I think there have 
been huge advances in the West…. Canada led the way in gay 

marriage actually.”

Speaking of Canada, let’s make some 

Canadians really angry. You shot the 

first X-Men movie in Toronto, the 

second and third in and around 

Vancouver and you just finished 

shooting your fourth in 

Montreal. Which city did you 

like best?

“[Laughs.] Oooohhhhh… 
I had the best time in 
Vancouver I think. I’ve made 

other films there as well so 
perhaps I know it better than 

Montreal. I was very glad to get to Montreal and 
see a little bit of French-Canadians and use my 
schoolboy French again. It was very cold when 
we were in Toronto, but I’ve worked in Toronto 
on stage a couple of times. But Vancouver, I 
did rather settle in there and made friends. Of 
course, the scenery nearby — I know in Toronto 
you’ve got magnificent falls but — the mountains, 
the Rockies, and the ocean, I think that’s what 
made Vancouver such a pleasure.”   

Marni Weisz is the editor of Cineplex Magazine.
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Gift Guide

Holiday jewellery that looks 

good enough to eat! Each piece 

in Toronto artist Candice Ware’s 

yummy CandiWare Collection 

($12 to $20, www.candiware.com) 

is sweetly scented. 

Holiday
Sweet Ideas for the Season

http://www.candiware.com
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Movie Lovers

1 2 3 4 5
Track down  

Dwarf treasure!  

Thorin’s Map ($40 U.S.,  

www.thinkgeek.com) 

was designed by the 

artist who created the 

map for Peter Jackson’s 

The Hobbit trilogy and 

is printed on fancy 

parchment paper. 

We love Illinois 

artist Julie Alberti’s 

Porcelain Dishware 

($135 to $278, www.

juliealbertiart.etsy.com), 

like the Steve Buscemi 

serving dish, 

Christopher Walken 

teapot and Benedict 

Cumberbatch plate.  

Come to the 

rescue of Obi-Wan 

Kenobi, Padmé Amidala 

and Anakin Skywalker 

with the LEGO®  

Star Wars™ Republic 

Gunship™ ($150, toy 

stores). The set includes 

seven minifigures, each 

with their own weapon. 

Spend $40 on a 

Cineplex Gift Card 

(available in theatres 

or at www.Cineplex.

com/giftpack) and get 

more than $40 worth 

of extras including 

two-for-one admission, 

free small popcorn, 

an UltraAVX upgrade, 

SCENE points and more.

Ryan Gosling can 

whisper sweet 

nothings in your ear all 

day long with these  

Hey Ryan Gosling 

Earrings ($16 U.S.,  

www.fredflare.com).

1

3

2
4

5

http://www.thinkgeek.com
http://www.juliealbertiart.etsy.com
http://www.juliealbertiart.etsy.com
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Small & Special

1 2 3 4 5
Be proud with 

artist Gary Taxali’s 

Canadiana-Themed 

Pocket Squares  

($95 each, select 

Harry Rosen stores or 

www.harryrosen.com) 

honouring Montreal, 

Vancouver, Toronto, 

Calgary and Canada. 

Quebec 

fashionistas 

Frédérique Sarrazin 

and Ariane Michaud, 

otherwise known as 

Breed Knitting, are  

the creators of this 

smart Diamond  

Point Bowtie ($60, 

www.breedknitting.com).

Make a statement 

with Mark Lash’s 

14kt yellow gold 

Chalcedony and 

Diamond Ring ($1,480, 

www.marklash.com).

We love  

“Love Letters”  

by India Hicks ($175, 

Knar stores in Ontario, 

www.knar.com for 

locations), a sterling 

silver initial pendant 

and chain with a 

personal touch.

The irony. From 

Swatch, the company 

known for it’s brightly 

hued timepieces, comes  

“Not Available in 

Colour” ($65,  

Swatch Kiosks).

1

2
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4

5

http://www.harryrosen.com
http://www.marklash.com
http://www.knar.com
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The Perfect Fit

1 2 3 4 5
Recognize this 

jersey? The  

Hunger Games Replica 

Training Shirt ($30 U.S., 

www.thinkgeek.com) 

might just help you  

stay alive.

Your fingers are 

too busy to get 

cold! Give them their 

liberty with Fingerless 

Italian Wool and 

Leather Gloves ($50, 

Winners).

We can’t think of 

a cozier running 

shoe for winter than 

Adidas’ Space Diver 

($120, Foot Locker), 

with its fur lining and  

reversible strap that can 

be worn front or back.

Actor Hayden 

Christensen 

worked with RW&CO.  

to create this  

Knit Sweater ($79, 

RW&CO.) and an entire 

collection inspired by his 

childhood holidays spent 

on an Ontario farm.

We want to  

curl up in this 

Poncho-Sweater  

($60, Jacob) and drink 

hot chocolate.

1

3

4

2

5

http://www.thinkgeek.com
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Mixed Media

1 2 3 4 5

1

4

2
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5

Disney Infinity 

($75, Walmart) lets 

you create your own 

adventures with Disney 

and Pixar characters, 

and comes with three 

Disney figurines  

that connect to the 

Infinity Base and 

interact with the game.

Breaking Bad:  

The Complete 

Series Blu-ray ($300, 

major retailers) has a 

two-hour documentary 

about the final eight 

episodes, comes with 

a Los Pollos Hermanos 

apron and is packaged 

inside a collectible barrel 

— great for hiding money 

or dissolving bodies. 

The Mary Poppins: 

50th Anniversary 

Edition ($43, major 

retailers) has a new 

“Mary-OKE” feature that 

lets you sing along with 

such favourites as  

“A Spoonful of Sugar” 

and “Chim Chim  

Cher-ee.”

Our holiday album 

of the year is R&B 

singer Mary J. Blige’s 

A Mary Christmas 

($13, major retailers), 

featuring the nine-time 

Grammy winner’s  

take on songs like  

“The First Noel” and 

“Have Yourself a Merry 

Little Christmas.”

Fans of American 

filmmaker  

Wes Anderson will 

appreciate critic  

Matt Zoller Seitz’s 

The Wes Anderson 

Collection ($45, 

major retailers), a 

beautiful book-length 

conversation between 

the author and the 

auteur.
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6 7 8 9 10
From Turner 

Classic Movies  

host Robert Osborne 

comes 85 Years of 

the Oscar ($75, book 

stores), an “official 

history of the Academy 

Awards” that features 

more than 750 photos. 

Relive the first 

movie before 

seeing the second this 

month with The Hobbit: 

An Unexpected Journey 

Extended Edition 

($53, Blu-ray 3D and 

Digital Ultraviolet, major 

retailers). Features 

never-before-seen 

footage and nine hours 

of extras.

One of the best-

reviewed games of 

the year, The Last of Us 

($60, major retailers) 

follows Joel and Ellie as 

they trek across a  

beautifully rendered, 

post-apocalyptic  

United States.

Our favourite thing 

about the brand 

new PlayStation 4 

($400, major retailers) 

is the Share Button that 

lets you share screen 

shots and video of your 

last great battle via 

social media.

Twilight Forever: 

The Complete 

Saga ($85 for Blu-ray, 

$68 for DVD, major 

retailers) has all five 

films and more than 

two hours of brand 

new exclusive bonus 

material including new 

interviews and behind-

the-scenes footage.

6

8

9

107
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Fun Stuff

1 2 3 4 5New from the 

makers of Beardo 

(the hat that comes 

with a beard) comes 

the Ski Mask HD ($30, 

www.beardowear.com), 

a stretchable polyester 

ski mask that gives you 

the wacky personality 

you’ve  always wanted. 

   

Build Westeros 

and its Seven 

Kingdoms from the 

ground up with  

4D Cityscape’s Game 

of Thrones Puzzle 

($60, toy stores) — 

1,200 pieces over three 

topographic layers. 

For the cottage, 

or your urban 

retreat, this knitted Log 

Cushion ($260, www.

drakegeneralstore.ca) is 

rustic and cozy. 

If you follow 

recipes on your 

tablet you’ll love 

Umbra’s iSPOON ($7, 

www.umbra.com), 

a tasting spoon and 

stylus in one. 

Not only did  

One Direction 

release its first movie 

this year, but its first 

fragrance too!  

Our Moment ($70 for 

100ml eau de parfum, 

Shoppers Drug Mart) 

has notes of pink 

grapefruit, wild berries 

and jasmine petals.

1
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2

5

3

http://www.drakegeneralstore.ca
http://www.drakegeneralstore.ca
http://www.umbra.com
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CASTING CALL n BY INGRID RANDOJA

Abraham Lincoln, FDR, Nelson Mandela — Hollywood can’t get enough of “important 

men” bio-pics. And now it looks like the gestating Martin Luther King Jr. movie will 

come to fruition as Jamie Foxx and director Oliver Stone are in negotiations to bring 

the civil rights leader’s story to the big screen. The project has the backing of the 

King family, which has authorized the use of King’s famous “I Have a Dream” speech  

for the film.

Perpetual movie hero Chris Pine 

takes on his first bad-guy role in the 

upcoming sequel Horrible Bosses 2.

He’ll play the son in a nefarious 

father-son team that steals an 

invention from the film’s three pals 

(Jason Bateman, Jason Sudeikis 

and Charlie Day). The comedy hits 

screens November 26, 2014.

EYE KING
FOXX, STONE PINE PLAYS 

BAD GUY

Game of Thrones’ Danish star Nikolaj Coster-Waldau 

is making a smooth transition to the big screen. 

He’s appeared in Mama, Oblivion, and will next star 

as ancient Egyptian god Horus in Gods of Egypt. 

Directed by Alex Proyas (I, Robot), the large-scale 

fantasy film finds a human thief (Brenton Thwaites) 

caught up in an epic battle between warring deities.

COSTER-WALDAU 
RULES EGYPT

JOVOVICH 
IS A 
SURVIVOR
Milla Jovovich likes to keep her 

action skills honed between 

Resident Evil pics. The Ukrainian-

born star has just finished filming 

Expendables 3 in Bulgaria, and  

next month she heads to London 

to make Survivor with co-stars 

Emma Thompson, Angela Bassett 

and Pierce Brosnan for director 

James McTeigue (V For Vendetta). 

The thriller casts Jovovich as a  

U.S. State employee trying to stop 

a terrorist attack.
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FRESH FACE
GATTLIN GRIFFITH

ALSO IN THE WORKS Hugh Jackman joins the cast 

of Neill Blomkamp’s robot pic Chappie. Salma Hayek and Jessica Alba play 

two sisters who fall for a professor (Pierce Brosnan) in How to Make Love Like 

an Englishman. Happily Ever After casts Reese Witherspoon as a princess who 

discovers married life isn’t so magical after all. Bryan Cranston will portray 

blacklisted Dalton Trumbo in the bio-pic Trumbo.

He played Angelina Jolie’s son Walter  

in Changeling, and now 14-year-old 

Gattlin Griffith bonds with movie mom  

Kate Winslet in this month’s Labor Day.

Gattlin originally wanted to be a 

Hollywood stuntman like his father,  

Tad Griffith, and at age seven auditioned 

for a commercial looking for a kid who 

could do stunts. While he didn’t land the 

stunt job, he did attract the attention of 

a casting director who helped kickstart 

his acting career. 

Queen fans were disappointed when 

Sasha Baron Cohen dropped out 

of the upcoming Freddie Mercury 

bio-pic. Reports are that Cohen 

wanted to include scenes depicting 

Mercury’s raunchier side, while the 

remaining members of the band 

— who have script and director 

approval — did not want to go that 

route. Now it seems the band is 

leaning toward hiring Ben Whishaw 

(Skyfall, Cloud Atlas) to slip into 

Mercury’s iconic tank top.

 WHAT’S 
GOING 
 ON WITH... 
FREDDIE 
MERCURY 
BIO-PIC

KILLS
KIDMAN

Nicole Kidman will produce, and star in, The Silent Wife, 

based on late author A.S.A. Harrison’s novel about a 

pampered wife (Kidman) who plans the murder of her 

cheating husband. No word yet on co-stars or director. 
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RETURN ENGAGEMENT

amed composer and 

lyricist Irving Berlin had 

some trouble coming up 

with the most famous 

song to come out of the 

1942 musical Holiday Inn. 

Starring Bing Crosby as a singer 

who turns his Connecticut farm into an 

inn that opens only on holidays, Berlin 

was required to write an all-important 

Christmas song. But Berlin was Jewish, 

and didn’t have any personal experience 

with the holiday.

Of course, he need not have worried. 

His song “White Christmas,” which Crosby 

delivers with such melodious longing, 

became an instant classic and remains the 

best-selling Christmas song of all-time. 

Its affect on people was so powerful that 

in 1954 Paramount Pictures decided to 

essentially remake Holiday Inn and simply 

call it White Christmas. —IR

DREAMING 
OF A 
WHITE

Christmas
HOLIDAY INN
screens as part of 

Cineplex’s Classic Film 
Series on December 8th, 

18th and 23rd. Go to 
Cineplex.com/Events for 

times and locations.

Holiday Inn’s  
Bing Crosby and 
Marjorie Reynolds
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BUY DVD AND BLU-RAY ONLINE AT CINEPLEX.COM

Why We Love...
Games

SOUTH PARK: 
THE STICK OF 
TRUTH
 DECEMBER 10 
 PC, PLAYSTATION 3,  
 XBOX 360 
Take The Lord of the Rings, 

replace ring with a  

stick of truth, replace 

Middle-earth with  

South Park Elementary and 

replace Frodo and his pals 

with Stan, Cartman, Kyle 

and Kenny. Now play.

THE MORTAL 
INSTRUMENTS: 
CITY OF BONES
 DECEMBER 3 
In the first film of the franchise 

based on Cassandra Clare’s  

Young Adult novels, Clary Fray 

(Lily Collins) discovers she is a 

Shadowhunter, a race of half-

angel warriors who protect 

our world from demons.

AT HOME

THE WOLVERINE
 DECEMBER 3 
An angst-ridden Logan  

(Hugh Jackman) is called to 

the bedside of a Japanese 

man (Haruhiko Yamanouchi) 

he saved during World War II. 

When he gets there, the man 

— now a technology magnate 

— offers him the chance to 

become mortal.   

DESPICABLE ME 2
 DECEMBER 10 
Gru (voiced by Steve Carell) 

is adapting to life as the 

adopted father of three 

orphan girls, and even starts 

to date. Could his true love be 

Lucy (Kristen Wiig), a feisty 

agent with the Anti-Villain 

League who needs Gru’s help 

with a case?

December’s
BEST DVD
AND BLU-RAY
FAST & FURIOUS 6  DECEMBER 10 
A British baddie (Luke Evans) is assembling a doomsday 

weapon and, believe it or not, Letty (Michelle Rodriguez) 

— who everyone thought was dead — is working with him.  

So her ex, Dom (Vin Diesel), joins forces with a special  

agent (Dwayne Johnson) to stop them.

BIG: 25TH 
ANNIVERSARY 
EDITION
 DECEMBER 10 

Something
Special

Relive the movie that  

earned Tom Hanks his first 

Best Actor Oscar nomination.  

The DVD, Blu-ray combo  

pack includes an extended 

cut of the movie, a 

documentary and deleted 

scenes with introductions  

by director Penny Marshall.
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MORE MOVIES THE SMURFS 2 (DECEMBER 3) ADORE (DECEMBER 10)  

BATTLE OF THE YEAR (DECEMBER 10) JAYNE MANSFIELD’S CAR (DECEMBER 10)  

THE HUNT (DECEMBER 10) THE FAMILY (DECEMBER 17)

Something
Special

ANCHORMAN: 
THE LEGEND OF 
RON BURGUNDY 
- THE “RICH 
MAHOGANY” 
EDITION BLU-RAY
 DECEMBER 3 

Just before the sequel  

hits theatres, this two-disc 

set arrives, including three 

versions of the 2004  

Will Ferrell comedy — the 

original theatrical version,  

an unrated version and  

Wake Up, Ron Burgundy:  

The Lost Movie compiled from  

unused footage.

THE LONE 
RANGER
 DECEMBER 17 
Armie Hammer plays  

John Reid, an Old West 

lawman who responds to 

the murder of his brother 

by donning a mask and 

becoming a vigilante 

crimefighter with help from 

his Native American spirit 

guide Tonto (Johnny Depp).

ONE DIRECTION: 
THIS IS US
 DECEMBER 17 
Born on the stage of a British 

reality-TV show, One Direction 

— Harry Styles, Zayn Malik, 

Liam Payne, Niall Horan and 

Louis Tomlinson — are now 

one of the biggest boy bands 

of all time. Go on the road 

with the lads via this doc from 

director Morgan Spurlock. 

PERCY JACKSON: 
SEA OF MONSTERS
 DECEMBER 17 
The second Percy Jackson 

flick sees Percy (Logan 

Lerman), his half-brother 

Tyson (Douglas Smith) and 

fellow demigods Annabeth 

(Alexandra Daddario) and 

Grover (Brandon T. Jackson) 

searching for the mythical  

Golden Fleece.

ELYSIUM
 DECEMBER 17 
Director Neill Blomkamp’s 

follow-up to District 9 has a 

sick, earthbound assembly 

line worker (Matt Damon) 

on a mission to reach the 

wealthy, floating society of 

Elysium so that he can receive 

life-saving medical care that’s 

a given for those living on the 

satellite paradise.

KICK-ASS 2  DECEMBER 17 
Red Mist (Christopher Mintz-Plasse) was no fan of 

Kick-Ass (Aaron Taylor-Johnson) before the self-made 

superhero killed his dad. Now he’s really mad. But there 

are new good guys coming out of the woodwork to 

help, including Jim Carrey’s Colonel Stars and Stripes.
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FINALLY...

It’s hard to believe, but on December 18th Brad Pitt turns 50.

For many of us he’s frozen in time, all abs and hair, seducing 

a very agreeable Geena Davis in 1991’s Thelma & Louise. 

Perhaps, in your mind’s eye, he’s golden-haired Tristan from 

Legends of the Fall, Troy’s Greek hero Achilles, or Fight Club’s 

buff, bloodied Tyler Durden. 

Regardless of which Brad Pitt performance is your favourite, 

we celebrate the actor whose beauty launched his career, but 

whose acting talent made him a star. —IR

HAPPY 
50TH!

Thelma & Louise (1991) Legends of the Fall (1994) The Tree of Life (2011) Troy (2004)

Fight Club (1999)Seven Years in Tibet (1997)

Mr. & Mrs. Smith (2005)

Interview With the Vampire (1994)Moneyball (2011)

Inglourious Basterds (2009) 

World War Z (2013)
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