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JOINING FORCES
n the Twitter relationship between Mark Hamill and Justin Trudeau, who should be

more excited to get a response?
Trudeau is the 23rd Prime Minister of Canada and one of the free world’s remaining
standard-bearers of left-leaning, liberal ideals.
Mark Hamill is Luke freakin’ Skywalker.
So it’s Trudeau, right? Trudeau should be more excited? Thought so.
And yet ask Mark Hamill about that time, a couple of months back, that he tweeted out a picture of
Trudeau attending the Bloomberg Global Business Forum in New York in a great pair of Chewbacca
socks, and the Star Wars star is practically giddy that the PM responded.
“That’s so much fun, the Twitter, and the fact that he would answer a goofball like me,” Hamill said
with a laugh when I interviewed him for this month’s cover story. “I was delighted. It was great.”
Hamill posted the pic with the message: “Here’s another reason I ♥ @Justin Trudeau. Plus –
I have it on good authority exactly what he was wearing UNDER his suit,” along with an image of
Luke Skywalker Underoos underwear and the hashtag GreatWhiteNorthNerd.
Trudeau’s response the next day was, “Thanks Mark. Sadly those haven’t fit in a while… #MTFBWY”
(May The Force Be With You).
So if the socks were “another” reason Hamill loves Trudeau, what were the original reasons? “Oh my
god, the vitality of his family, it’s so young and youthful. It’s like JFK and Jackie, they’re wonderful. I saw
them in their Halloween costumes and I was just, you know, what’s not to love?”
Hamill’s referring to Halloween of 2015 when Trudeau and his wife Sophie Grégoire Trudeau went
out as Han Solo and Princess Leia all bundled up on the planet Hoth from The Empire Strikes Back.
Hamill went on to talk up Trudeau’s sense of humour and Canadians’ sense of humour in general,
which, as usual, led to a discussion of SCTV — “one of my all-time favourite anythings,” he claimed.
“I absolutely love Canada and, believe me, the idea of moving there, don’t think it hasn’t crossed
my mind,” added Hamill, who has waded into his own country’s political milieu by posting audio of
himself reading Donald Trump tweets as The Joker. Hamill has spent the past quarter-century voicing
Batman’s maniacal foe in cartoons and videogames.
Mark, if you were serious, we’d love to have you. We know someone in government who might be
able to pull a few strings.
For the rest of that interview turn to “The Jedi Has Returned,” page 38, in which Hamill and I discuss
The Force Awakens’ ending, saying goodbye to Carrie Fisher, and finally stepping aboard the
Millennium Falcon for Star Wars: The Last Jedi.
Elsewhere in this issue, James Franco tells us about The Disaster Artist, his respectful tribute to the
worst movie ever made (page 28), Matt Damon gives us a short rundown of Downsizing (page 26),
Armie Hammer and Timothée Chalamet discuss Call Me By Your Name (page 36) and Karen Gillan
enthuses about the original Jumanji movie, and her part in the sequel, Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle
(page 34).
Plus, on page 44 you’ll find the answers to all of your shopping problems in our extensive, inspiring
Holiday Gift Guide. Happy holidays, everyone.
n MARNI WEISZ, EDITOR
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Our text pages are

SNAPS

SOGGY STARS

Elle Fanning and Jude Law
shoot director Woody Allen’s
aptly named comedy
A Rainy Day in New York in the
city’s Tribeca neighbourhood.
PHOTO BY JAMES DEVANEY/GETTY

SALMA
AT STELLA

Stunning Salma Hayek
arrives at designer
Stella McCartney’s
show during
Paris Fashion Week.
PHOTO BY
JACOPO RAULE/GETTY

WELL
SUITED

Now that’s a
power suit.
Fashion maven
Blake Lively
leaves New York’s
Four Seasons
hotel in style.

PHOTO BY
JAMES DEVANEY/GETTY
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IT’S ALL
SHOES

Even Andrew Garfield
seems bemused by the
volume of his luggage
the at the
L.A. airport.
PHOTO BY GETTY

WHERE’S THE
JELL-O, J.LO?

Jennifer Lopez has not taken
a job at a big-box store, she
just plays a big-box employee
in Second Act, seen filming
here in New York.
PHOTO BY JAMES DEVANEY/GETTY

BEAR HUG

Actor Hugh Bonneville reaches
for London mayor Sadiq Khan
at the unveiling of a Paddington
bear pop-up installation in
London ahead of the release of
Bonneville’s film, Paddington 2.
PHOTO BY JOHN PHILLIPS/GETTY
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IN BRIEF

Hammer’sTime
love Hamilton, love it,” director
Guillermo del Toro enthused about the
steel city to the west of Toronto during
The Shape of Water’s Toronto International
Film Festival press conference.
“It has some of the greatest stores, bookstores, restaurants. It’s really a transforming
city. I’ve seen it over the years, from the nineties
until now, and I think it’s a powerhouse.”
The Shape of Water, a wistful fable about
a mute janitor (Sally Hawkins) who falls in love
with an amphibious creature (Doug Jones),
was shot in Toronto and Hamilton from
August to November of 2016 and is one of
the frontrunners in this year’s Oscar race after
winning the Venice Film Festival’s top award.
It’s del Toro’s fourth movie made in the
Greater Toronto Area, after Mimic, Pacific Rim
and Crimson Peak. “I think if I have my way I’ll
have a studio there soon,” del Toro continued
of Hamilton. “Hammer all the way, man.”

THE ART OF FILM
Seattle’s Jesse Riggle is not the only artist
inspired by the Coen Brothers; their films are
among the most often immortalized in paint.
“They tend to throw in a lot of interesting visual
cues, which I think act as inspiration for artists,”
says Riggle. “I’m also drawn to the people they
cast in their movies, it’s always an interesting
mix and an endless source of characters
to paint.” Riggle has made Coen Brothers
homages his own by painting them on wood
rounds. “It adds a little interest to the piece
and makes it more tactile,” he says. Here you
see his renditions, from left, of Nicolas Cage
in Raising Arizona, John Goodman in
The Big Lebowski and John Turturro in
Barton Fink. See more at jesseriggle.com. —MW
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Del Toro moved from his native Mexico to
the U.S. in the late 1990s after his father was
kidnapped in Mexico while the director was
filming Mimic in Toronto. (The senior del Toro
was released with some help, and cash, from
Guillermo’s close friend, director James Cameron.)
He’s spent so much time here in the past
few years that a reporter from the Mexican
news agency Notimex asked whether he now
considers Canada his second home, after Mexico,
especially considering the current tension
between Mexico and the U.S. “I believe in roots,
I don’t believe in geography,” del Toro answered.
“I think geography is some bullsh-t that people
invented to keep us apart, you know? I think
that governments control us by geography, race,
preference, so many ideas that are completely
invented…. From a satellite, Mexico and the U.S.,
it looks the same, it’s a chunk of earth.”
The Shape of Water hits theatres on
December 8th. —MW

Anna
Kendrick

On Home Turf:

NICOLE
Ho Ho Ho. The Christmas
spirit will be particularly
potent in Vancouver this
month as Anna Kendrick’s
in town shooting Nicole,
a female-centred story of
the Claus family.
Kendrick plays the
titular Nicole, daughter
of Santa, who takes over
the family biz when her
papa retires. Look for
Shirley MacLaine in town
too; she plays an elf who
used to be Nicole’s nanny.
Nicole is expected
to bring its holiday
magic to theatres in
December 2019.

Bronco
to Bull

PHOTO BY JAMES DEVANEY/GETTY

WWE wrestler turned actor John Cena isn’t
Ferdinand’s only vocal star who didn’t start
his career as a thespian.
While Cena voices the title character in this
month’s animated feature about a sensitive
beast who fights to stay out of the barbaric
bull-fighting ring, you should also
listen for former Indianapolis
Colts/Denver Broncos
quarterback Peyton Manning
as the voice of Guapo the bull
(seen here). —MW
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Woody Allen’s moving into another
New York period.
The Brooklyn-born director was long
known for shooting his movies exclusively
in New York or New Jersey, which he
did from 1977’s Annie Hall to 2004’s
Melinda and Melinda. Then he transitioned
to Europe for films like Vicky Cristina
Barcelona, Midnight in Paris and
To Rome With Love (the one exception
being 2009’s N.Y.-shot Whatever Works).
He returned to the States, albeit
San Francisco, for Blue Jasmine (2013)
and Rhode Island for Irrational Man (2015).
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But last year’s Café Society eased
Allen back to New York with scenes split
between L.A. and New York, and this
month’s Wonder Wheel lands him in the
thick of the Empire State with a story
about a carousel operator (Jim Belushi),
his wife (Kate Winlset) and estranged
daughter (Juno Temple, seen here) set
on the New Yorkiest of New York sites,
Coney Island.
His next film, A Rainy Day in New York,
stars Rebecca Hall, Selena Gomez,
Elle Fanning and Jude Law and is
being shot in New York. —MW

?

Horsing
Around

Here’s Hugh Jackman riding some
sort of device on the New York
set of the P.T. Barnum story,
The Greatest Showman, this past
April. We can only guess he was
shooting a scene in which Barnum
rides a horse, but we’ll have to
wait until December 20th, the day
film hits theatres, to know for sure.
Could be an elephant!

TITANIC

20

REBEL,

REBEL

Pitch Perfect 3’s Rebel Wilson
(left) and Anna Kendrick

She often plays characters who are brash, over the top and less than professional,
but did you know Pitch Perfect 3 star Rebel Wilson actually has a law degree from
the University of New South Wales? She graduated in 2009.
Based on their names, it may be good to have a lawyer in this family. The Australian
star has a brother named Ryot and sisters named Liberty and Annachi (say it fast).
—MW

Look at this
little guy. It’s
Leonardo DiCaprio
at Titanic’s L.A.
premiere 20 years ago.
That’s right, it’s been two
decades since James Cameron’s
period-romance-based-on-atrue-story-drama-disaster-pic
hit theatres — on December 19th,
1997, to be precise — setting sail
on its voyage of breaking records…
and hearts. DiCaprio had just
celebrated his 23rd birthday.

Quote
Unquote
We’ve all got an idea
of who Churchill was
and a lot of that comes
from the people who
have played him, not
necessarily the actual
man. So the footage
for me, the newsreels
and the Pathé footage,
was paramount.
To hear him and to
see him was, for me,
the way in.
GARY OLDMAN
ON PLAYING
BRITISH PRIME MINISTER
WINSTON CHURCHILL
IN DARKEST HOUR
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PHOTO BY GETTY

TURNS

SPOTLIGHT CANADA

Getting In

organ Kelly wasn’t even auditioning when
he first impressed director Guillermo del Toro.
“I met Guillermo del Toro when he was in
Toronto casting Pacific Rim,” says Kelly on the line from
his Toronto home. “I was working with Robin Cook, who’s
a casting director, as a reader, meaning actors would
audition and I’d be on the other side of the camera
reading the lines with them. And Guillermo came in to
test a couple of the actors and I guess he took a liking to
me. So he kind of kept me in mind when this role came
around in The Shape of Water.”
The Shape of Water, which, like many of del Toro’s
films, was shot in Toronto, is set in 1962 and stars
Sally Hawkins as Eliza, a mute cleaning lady who falls in
love with an amphibious creature (Doug Jones) being
held in a government facility. Her best friend, Giles
(Richard Jenkins), is a closeted gay man who has a crush
on the “Pie Guy,” who serves him pie at the local diner.
Kelly plays the Pie Guy, whose charm hides a dark side.
The 41-year-old actor, who you may recognize from his
stint on Being Erica or the sci-fi series The Killjoys, says
del Toro lived up to his reputation as one of Hollywood’s
most gracious directors.
“When I went in for the read-through before we
started shooting, my wife was two weeks overdue so
we were on baby watch,” says Kelly. “And there was
Sally Hawkins and Richard Jenkins and all these Oscarnominated actors and he goes, ‘Listen guys, Morgan’s
about to have a baby. Do you mind if we just skip ahead
and get to his part?’
“And they’re like, ‘Oh yeah, that’s great.’ He’s always
been so kind to me. I run into him at Loblaws and
Harvey’s and, you know, he’ll give me a big hug and ask
how my wife’s doing, and I didn’t have a huge role in
the movie, but he’s always just taken the time, he’s so
passionate, kind and respectful.” —INGRID RANDOJA
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PHOTO BY JOHN BREGAR

SHAPE

ALL
DRESSED
UP
TESSA
THOMPSON

In L.A. for Thor: Ragnarok’s premiere.
PHOTO BY BARRY KING/GETTY

DJIMON
HOUNSOU

At the L.A. premiere of
Same Kind of Different as Me.
PHOTO BY JOHN SCIULLI/GETTY

16 | CINEPLEX MAGAZINE | DECEMBER 2017

ELLE
FANNING
In L.A. for the InStyle Awards.
PHOTO BY NEILSON BARNARD/GETTY

ZENDAYA

At the InStyle Awards in L.A.
PHOTO BY STEFANIE KEENAN/GETTY

TOM
HIDDLESTON

KERRY
WASHINGTON

At the L.A. premiere of
Thor: Ragnarok.

In Beverly Hills for the
GLSEN Respect Awards.

PHOTO BY FRAZER HARRISON/GETTY

PHOTO BY GETTY
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IN THEATRES
DECEMBER 1

THE DISASTER
ARTIST
James Franco directs and
stars in this hilarious and
heartfelt behind-the-scenes
look at the making of
The Room, arguably the
worst film ever made. Franco
portrays Tommy Wiseau,
The Room’s oddball writer/
director who convinces
his friend Greg Sestero
(Dave Franco) that they
should make their own
movie. See James Franco
interview, page 28.

DECEMBER 8
THE SHAPE
OF WATER
Director Guillermo del Toro’s
latest is a love letter to bygone
Hollywood creature features,
Cold War dramas and romantic
weepies. Sally Hawkins gives
a mesmerizing performance
as a mute cleaning lady
who works at a top-secret
government facility and falls
in love with a mysterious
creature (Doug Jones) being
held kept captive in a water
tank by a cruel military officer
(Michael Shannon).

WONDER WHEEL
Kate Winslet is earning rave
reviews in Woody Allen’s
latest that casts her as
the beleaguered wife of
a Coney Island carousel
operator (Jim Belushi). Her
life is turned upside down
when her stepdaughter
(Juno Temple) returns
home, and she falls in love
with a handsome lifeguard
(Justin Timberlake).

DARKEST HOUR

Sally Hawkins in
The Shape of Water
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Gary Oldman transforms into
bulldog British Prime Minister
Winston Churchill, who takes
office in 1940 and guides the
nation through the Battle of
Britain and the Dunkirk rescue.
Look for Ben Mendelsohn
as King George VI and
Kristin Scott Thomas as
Churchill’s devoted wife,
Clementine.

JUST GETTING
STARTED
Duke (Morgan Freeman) is
an ex-mob lawyer whose new
life in the witness protection
program sees him running
a golf resort. His cover is
blown when an ex-FBI agent
(Tommy Lee Jones) arrives on
the scene, and together they
must evade mafia hitmen.
CONTINUED

DECEMBER 15
STAR WARS: THE LAST JEDI
Luke is back! Mark Hamill returns to play Star Wars’
legendary Jedi hero Luke Skywalker, who we discovered
at the end of The Force Awakens has been living in
self-imposed exile on a remote planet. Rey (Daisy Ridley)
begins to train with Luke, while the injured Finn
(John Boyega) recovers and then sets out on a secret
mission. See Mark Hamill interview, page 38.

CALL ME BY
YOUR NAME
It’s 1983 and Elio (Timothée
Chalamet) is spending the
summer in Italy with his parents
when an older graduate student
named Oliver (Armie Hammer)
comes to work with Elio’s
father (Michael Stuhlbarg).
Elio’s growing obsession with
Oliver leads to a coming-of-age
experience he’ll never forget.
See Timothée Chalamet and
Armie Hammer interview,
page 36.

FERDINAND
Based on the classic 1936
children’s book by Munro Leaf,
this animated tale from Blue
Sky Studios (the Ice Age
series) finds peaceful bull
Ferdinand (John Cena)
happily spending his days
smelling flowers and enjoying
nature. However, when he’s
taken away to fight against a
famed matador he rallies
a group of ragtag animals
to help him escape his
terrible fate.

DECEMBER 20
THE GREATEST
SHOWMAN
Hugh Jackman struts his stuff
as P.T. Barnum, the legendary
19th-century showman who
electrified the world with the
first-ever travelling circus.
Michelle Williams plays his wife
Charity, Zac Efron is Barnum’s
protégé, Zendaya is a trapeze artist
and Rebecca Ferguson is Swedish
soprano Jenny Lind, who beguiles
audiences with her beautiful voice.

Ferdinand

JUMANJI:
WELCOME TO
THE JUNGLE
In the original Jumanji (1995)
a group of people play a
board game that comes to life,
unleashing wild animals into
their house and town. In this
updated version, a 1980s-style
videogame transforms
four teens into the game’s
characters, played by
Dwayne Johnson, Kevin Hart,
Jack Black and Karen Gillan,
and sends them into the jungle
to complete their dangerous
challenge. See Karen Gillan
interview, page 34.
CONTINUED
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CINEPLEX
EVENTS
FAMILY FAVOURITES

DECEMBER 22

Elf
SAT., DEC. 2

Polar Express 3D
SAT., DEC. 9

SENSORY FRIENDLY
SCREENINGS
The Star
SAT., DEC. 2

Coco

SAT., DEC. 9

CLASSIC FILMS
Miracle on 34th Street

SAT., DEC. 2; WED., DEC. 13

GHIBLI ANIME SERIES
Howl’s Moving Castle

ALL THE MONEY IN THE WORLD

SUN., DEC. 3; WED., DEC. 6

Ridley Scott (Alien: Covenant) returns to Earth to
direct this fact-based drama that stars an almost
unrecognizable Kevin Spacey as the world’s richest
man, Jean Paul Getty, whose 16-year-old, bohemian
grandson, John Paul Getty III (Charlie Plummer), is
kidnapped in 1973 while living in Rome. The kidnappers
demand $17-million (U.S.) for the young Getty’s release,
but the senior Getty doesn’t want to pay despite pleas
from the teen’s mother (Michelle Williams).

SPECIAL SCREENING
Another WolfCop
FRI., DEC. 3

PASSPORT TO
THE WORLD
Yukon: Wild Beauty
MON., DEC. 4

NATIONAL THEATRE
Young Marx

LIVE: THURS., DEC. 7

MET OPERA
The Exterminating
Angel (Adès)

ENCORES: SAT., DEC. 9;
MON., DEC. 11; WED., DEC. 13

Die Zauberflöte (Mozart)
ENCORES: SUN., DEC. 10;
SAT., DEC. 16

BROADWAY HD
Holiday Inn: The New
Irving Berlin Musical

Father Figures’ Owen Wilson

FATHER FIGURES

DOWNSIZING

When their mom
(Glenn Close) admits she
has no idea who their
father is, fraternal twins
Kyle (Owen Wilson) and
Peter (Ed Helms) head out
on the road to search for
possible candidates, including
former NFL quarterback
Terry Bradshaw.

Director Alexander Payne’s
sci-fi satire proposes
the solution to global
overpopulation is to shrink
humans down to five inches,
which means people can lead
opulent lives without leaving
an environmentally harmful
footprint. Matt Damon and
Kristen Wiig play a married
couple that ponders the idea
of shrinking down to live big.
See Matt Damon interview,
page 26.

SAT., DEC. 9;
THURS., DEC. 21

BOLSHOI BALLET
The Nutcracker

PITCH PERFECT 3

SUN., DEC. 10; SUN., DEC. 17;
WED., DEC. 20;
SAT., DEC. 23

ONE NIGHTERS @ VIP
Love Actually
MON., DEC. 11

COMÉDIE FRANÇAISE
Roméo et Juliette
THURS., DEC. 21

DOCTOR WHO
XMAS SPECIAL
Doctor Who:
Twice Upon a Time
WED., DEC. 27;
THURS., DEC. 28

GO TO
CINEPLEX.COM/EVENTS
FOR MORE INFO
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From left: Brittany Snow, Anna Kendrick
and Rebel Wilson in Pitch Perfect 3

One of Hollywood’s most
cost-effective franchises —
the first two Pitch Perfect
films cost a combined
$36-million (U.S.) to produce
and raked in $402-million
worldwide — returns for a
third go-around with the
all-girl a cappella group
the Barden Bellas, headed
by Beca (Anna Kendrick)
and Amy (Rebel Wilson),
reuniting for a series of
concerts in Europe.

SHOWTIMES ONLINE AT CINEPLEX.COM
ALL RELEASE DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE

DECEMBER 25
MOLLY’S GAME
Aaron Sorkin penned the script and makes his
directorial debut with this energetic drama that
stars Jessica Chastain as Molly Bloom, the real-life
woman who ran a high-stakes poker game catering
to Hollywood celebs, Wall Street hotshots and the
Russian mob.

B:9.25”
T:7.625”
S:6.875”

FEEL THIS
FRESH FROM
AM TO PM
Always Daily Liners are so thin and
absorbent they keep you feeling

CLEAN ALL DAY LONG.

ALL
A
LL DAY

Freshn’Clean

*vs. Always Thin™ © Procter & Gamble 2017

DRIER

TINY

TALK

Downsizing stars Matt Damon as a man shrunk down
to .0364 percent of his natural size so he can live in
a community with other miniscule people. In honour
of the film’s concept we had a very small chat with
Damon at CinemaCon in Las Vegas n BY MELISSA SHEASGREEN
hat can you tell us
about this film?

The idea’s that Norwegian
scientists find a way to
shrink us down to five inches
in height as a way to offset climate change.
And when Alexander Payne, who’s one of
my favourite directors on Earth, first said
that to me I didn’t know whether he was
pulling my leg or not. And then I read the
script and it’s really one of the great scripts
that I’ve read, and a really ambitious idea,
and the biggest movie that Alexander’s ever
made so that was a real, I mean, I’d do the
phone book with Alexander Payne but it
was really, you know, I have high hopes for
this one.

Do you buy into the concept?

Well it’s a satire, so it’s really a metaphor for
why we allow people to treat us small.
Tell us about shooting the film
in Toronto.

It was awesome. You know, we shot on the
same soundstage we shot Good Will Hunting
on 20 years ago so it was really great to be
back there and I love that city. I go, usually,
for the film festival once a year but I just have
so many great memories of shooting Good
Will Hunting there and now Downsizing. We
were there for a few months and it was just
beautiful over the summer.
Melissa Sheasgreen is a content producer for
the Cineplex Pre-Show.

Is it a comedy?

It’s definitely got things that are funny but
probably cerebral funny. It’s not like kneeslapping funny, I don’t think. But hopefully
it has some moments of levity and then
some moments that are very moving. It
should be a good one.

Kristen Wiig and
Matt Damon (centre)
get a glimpse of the small
life in Downsizing
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DOWNSIZING
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He’s the

BOMB
The Disaster Artist sees James Franco transform into
Tommy Wiseau, the man responsible for what is perhaps
the worst movie of all time. But this is no joke at Wiseau’s
expense. It’s an ode to the passion and persistence of
a man who wouldn’t let his lack of talent, a workable
script or any filmmaking acumen whatsoever curtail his
Hollywood dream n BY INGRID RANDOJA
ames Franco likes to make

films, lots and lots of films.
The writer/actor/director
had 18 films and TV shows in
production or scheduled for
release just this year — it’s taken
George Clooney 10 years to
make that many. However, many
of Franco’s projects are indie
pics that either get limited releases or sit
on shelves waiting for distribution.
But he’s too good an actor and too interesting a director to have his work relegated to
Hollywood’s bargain bin. Franco was looking
for a breakout hit, and the delicious irony is
that he’s directed the best movie of his career
about the worst movie ever made.
The 39-year-old not only directs but stars in
The Disaster Artist, a sweet-natured comedy
about the making of 2003’s The Room, a
god-awful drama starring and directed by a
strange man named Tommy Wiseau. Wiseau,
who sports long, dyed-black hair and speaks
with a drawn-out Eastern European accent
— he claims he’s from New Orleans — was
an aspiring actor who couldn’t land a role in
Hollywood due to the fact he was a horrible
actor.
He decided that if no one would hire him
he’d write, star in and direct his own film.
Wiseau cast his best friend Greg Sestero in
a supporting role, and spent a reported

$5-million of his own money (where he got the
funds remains a mystery) to make The Room,
a nonsensical drama about a doomed love
triangle. It was so bad audiences couldn’t
help but laugh at it.
However, as time passed and word of mouth
about the film increased, it started to screen
at midnight shows across North America
where audiences reveled in its campiness,
shouting lines and acting out scenes à la
The Rocky Horror Picture Show.
“We knew we didn’t want to do a satire,”
says Franco during an interview at this year’s
Toronto International Film Festival. “We were
always intending a heartfelt movie about
dreamers. We wanted to treat them with
respect, the respect we would treat any other
artists, albeit still making it funny.”
Franco portrays Wiseau, his younger
brother Dave Franco plays Sestero, while
Seth Rogen takes on the role of Sandy Schklair,
The Room’s beleaguered script supervisor
who tries to keep the unorthodox movie shoot
from going completely off the rails. A host of
comedic stars, including Jason Mantzoukas,
Zoey Deutch, Zac Efron and Alison Brie pop
up in supporting roles, and Bryan Cranston,
Adam Scott, J.J. Abrams and Judd Apatow
make cameo appearances.
Yet the star of the film is undoubtedly
James Franco. While he earns laughs simply
by speaking in Wiseau’s
CONTINUED
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THE DISASTER ARTIST
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Go to CINEPLEX.COM/BADCULTMOVIES
for a list of films that are famous for being bad.

peculiar accent, he also creates a full-bodied
character, showing us Wiseau’s generosity
and loyalty toward his friend Sestero, as well
as his pettiness and insecurity, especially
when he starts filming The Room.
Franco knew he wanted to play Wiseau but
getting the eccentric showman to agree was
a challenge. “I had a phone call with Tommy
and Greg to talk about getting their life rights,”
remembers Franco. “I wasn’t worried about
looking like Tommy because if I was going
to play him it was going to require a lot of
prosthetics, and I would not look like myself,
but I didn’t know what Tommy thought of
that, and I wasn’t putting that forward.
“Tommy asks, ‘So, who plays me?’” Franco
continues, slipping back into his Wiseau
accent. “And I go, ‘Well, I don’t know Tommy,’
and he says, ‘How about Johnny Depp?’ I
laughed and he’s like, ‘Why you laughing?’
I’m like, ‘Well, he’s the biggest movie star in
the world, I don’t know if we’ll get him,’” says
Franco.
“And we keep talking and he goes, ‘Go back
to before, I say Johnny Depp and you laugh,
why you laughing?’ And I’m like, ‘All right
we’ll ask Johnny Depp.’ Then Greg says, ‘How
about you James?’ And Tommy goes, ‘Yeah
James, I seen your stuff, you do some good
things, some bad things.’
“I learned later the two people he actually
wanted were Johnny Depp and me. And I
think it was because I had played James Dean
in a T V movie and Tommy thinks he’s
James Dean. One of the famous lines from
The Room is, ‘You’re tearing me apart Lisa,’
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which is from Rebel Without a Cause. And so
we were in.”
Franco teamed with his pal Seth Rogen’s
Point Grey Pictures production company
to make The Disaster Artist, believing the
company that oversaw hits such as Neighbors,
This is the End and Sausage Party could help
his film find a wider audience.
“I thought [The Disaster Artist] had commercial potential, and I was shooting
The Interview in Vancouver at the time, and
the wiser side of my brain said ask Seth and
his company to produce this movie because
they know how to work with studios and still
make the movies they want to make. So they
came on board and really guided me and
really helped me.”
Franco says in making The Disaster Artist
he learned two valuable lessons.
“Having Seth Rogen and his company on
board, they showed me how to be a responsible director; how to sit down and focus and
not do 10 things at once, just do one thing
really well.
“A n d t h e n p l ay i n g To m my w a s t h e
other way that I learned because I sadly
identified with a lot of his willful, kind of
defensive behaviour, so it really opened my
eyes. I thought I was a good collaborator but
in fact in trying to will some of my projects
into being, I am not listening to what other
people are telling me, and so I had a double
kind of awakening on this movie.”
Ingrid Randoja is the deputy editor of
Cineplex Magazine.
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Dave Franco (left) and his brother James Franco
play best buddies in The Disaster Artist

TOMMY VS. TOMMY
Here you see the real Tommy Wiseau
(left) with actor James Franco at
The Disaster Artist’s premiere during
2017’s Toronto International Film Festival.
Wiseau wasn’t at the premiere just to
support the film, he also appears in it,
but you’ll have to wait until the very end
to see him.
Wiseau was determined he get a role
in the film, and it had to be opposite
James Franco, which, as Franco explains,
was going to be awkward. “We kept
saying, ‘Tommy, you should do a scene
I’m not in. It’s going to be too weird,
I am already playing you!’” But Wiseau
wouldn’t relent and Franco decided the
scene, which takes place at a Hollywood
party, would appear after the credits.
“I am so glad Tommy pushed for it,”
says Franco. “It became this Marvel
teaser thing at the end of the credits,
and it’s this just this weird David Lynchian
thing, Tommy vs. Tommy.” —IR

Game for

Anything
You already know her as blue-skinned Nebula from
the Guardians of the Galaxy films. Now bubbly Scottish
actor Karen Gillan is about to wow you in her natural
state as one of Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle’s
unwitting gamers n BY BOB STRAUSS
ow do you say effervescent

in Celtic? Try “Karen Gillan.”
The Scottish redhead seems
overjoyed about, well, everything. And why shouldn’t she
be? From a stint as one of TV’s
Doctor Who companions to what is emerging as the key role of villainous Nebula in
Marvel’s Guardians of the Galaxy and upcoming Avengers movies to her soon to be
released feature writing-directing debut,
there’s a lot to be upbeat about.
It’s still pretty amazing, though, how when
you bring up her latest acting job, as the
flesh-and-blood videogame ass-kicker
Ruby Roundhouse in Jumanji: Welcome to
the Jungle, Gillan all but explodes in delight.
“First of all, I loved the original Jumanji
so much. It was in my top three films of all
time,” enthuses the 30-year-old actor during a
West Hollywood interview, her tall frame
dressed in a cheery (what else?) white pants
and lavender top combo.
“I was a kid, really young, maybe nine, I
don’t know. I just remembered loving it so
much. So when I got the audition for this
Jumanji, my mind was blown.”
That 1995 Jumanji starred Bonnie Hunt,
the late Robin Williams and a very young
Kirsten Dunst as players forced to finish a
magical board game while wild creatures
i t u n l eas he d rampag e d t hrough t h eir
home and town. Welcome to the Jungle has
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a younger generation of teens discovering
a video version of the game and getting
sucked into its digital world, where their
consciousnesses land in different avatars.
The wimpy kid becomes a muscular hero
(Dwayne Johnson). The football jock loses
several feet of height and about 100 pounds
of his imposing girth (Kevin Hart). The pretty
girl becomes an overweight, middle-aged
man (Jack Black). And Martha, a shy but
woke smart girl played by Morgan Turner,
turns into Gillan’s toned and inexplicably
underdressed fighting machine.
“It’s great,” Gillan gushes. “The four of
us are trapped in a computer game version
of Jumanji, in the jungle, dealing with that.
Jake Kasdan [Bad Teacher, Sex Tape] directed
it, we shot it in Hawaii and my character just
doesn’t want to be there!”
Gillan assures fans of the original film
that, although setting the new Jumanji game
in the digital realm requires a new approach,
they can expect a similar kind of fun.
“It’s very different,” she acknowledges.
“We definitely honoured the original because
I think that was really important, and as a fan
myself I’m like, ‘You have to honour this!’
We’re calling it a continuation rather than a
sequel. It’s like the story has evolved to a sort
of more modern audience.”
Professionally as well as personally, Gillan
understands how deeply people get attached
to their beloved fantasy series. She’s grateful

From left: Dwayne Johnson,
Karen Gillan and Jack Black
in Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle

to have been a part of two, and now perhaps
three if this second Jumanji is popular
enough to warrant sequels.
“Being part of a franchise that people care
about really is a rare thing,” she says. “It doesn’t
happen very often and it just feels real cool
to be part of something that people are passionate about. That’s how it is with Guardians
and it was the same with Doctor Who. People
really cared, and that’s so cool.”
Next up are the two Avengers movies,
2018’s Infinity War and its 2019 sequel, in
which bald, blue-skinned and very, very
resentful space assassin Nebula guest stars
with the rest of the Guardians gang. We think
they join Earth’s mightiest heroes to save the

JUMANJI: WELCOME TO THE JUNGLE
HITS THEATRES DECEMBER 20TH

“I loved the
original Jumanji
so much.
It was in my
top three films
of all time!”
world from Thanos, the evil alien superentity
who also happens to be Nebula’s despised,
adoptive father.
Even Gillan can’t say for sure; Marvel actors
never see full scripts during production. But
wouldn’t it be immensely satisfying if Nebula

accomplishes her goal to kill Thanos?
“That would be lovely,” Gillan chirps.
“I have no idea if she will or not, but I really
hope that she gets to because that is her one
clear agenda. I think it’s really going to help
her process getting over all of the abuse.”
Uh, that’s actually kind of bleak, Karen. But
tell us about The Party’s Just Beginning, the
movie you just wrote, starred in and directed.
“I did, yes!” she says with relish. “It was a
really fun experience. I shot it in Scotland,
it was a script that I wrote. It’s about a girl
dealing with the suicide of her best friend.
It’s one year later and she’s having a hard
time communicating with anyone, so all of
her angst toward the event is coming out in

some really destructive ways.”
Hmmm. That doesn’t sound very cheery,
either. What’s really going on with you,
Karen Gillan?
“That’s a valid question,” she says between
waves of joyous laughter. “I’ve asked myself
the same question. I’m genuinely a happy
person. I feel really excited about life and
everything. But I just have the darkest taste
in everything. I don’t know why, I just love
dark movies, dark subject matter, horror
movies…. And I love playing villains. I don’t
know why.”
Bob Strauss lives in L.A. where he writes about
movies and filmmakers.
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SUMMER

Lovıng
First love, a summer in Italy, and a coming of age.
Armie Hammer and Timothée Chalamet talk about
their critically acclaimed drama Call Me By Your Name,
and why everyone will relate to this gay love story
n BY ADRIANA FLORIDIA
rmie Hammer and Timothée Chalamet walk into their interview at the

Toronto International Film Festival in a matching pair of Canadian tuxedos
(jeans and jean jackets) — a bold but appropriate choice for the Toronto fest.
They’re here to talk about Call Me By Your Name, their romantic
drama that had already received rave reviews at Sundance. The
momentum only built in Toronto as the film was named second
runner-up for the People’s Choice Award, just after I, Tonya and
this year’s winner, Three Billboards Outside Ebbing, Missouri.
Call Me By Your Name is based on André Aciman’s novel about 17-year-old Elio
(Chalamet) who becomes infatuated with his father’s research assistant Oliver (Hammer)
over the course of an Italian summer. It deals with Elio’s sexuality and his realization that
he’s falling in love with another man as their relationship slowly develops. And there’s a very
erotic scene involving a peach, which you’ll have to see for yourself.
Here Hammer and Chalamet discuss the strong friendship they developed while making
this film and their affinity for director Luca Guadagnino.
What was your initial reaction when
you got the script?
CHALAMET: Wow.
HAMMER: Yeah, and mine was probably,

Huh.
CHALAMET: But the second half of that…[is]

that combination of fear and desire, it’s like
you finish reading it, you go, wow, and then,
oh man, how can we do this? What would it
look like? It’s such an amazing story. It could
go wrong here, it could go wrong here. Oh my
gosh, this thing’s such a challenge, I want to
take this on. That was the experience, for me.
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How did you prepare for your roles
before you started filming?
HAMMER: We were really lucky to get a good

amount of time together, just the two of us,
largely because we were sequestered in a tiny
little Italian town where nobody else spoke
English, so if we wanted to have a conversation about anything it was normally with each
other. And then we would shoot all day and
then go back to my place or his place and
rehearse the scenes for the next day, maybe
go get dinner, maybe watch a movie, maybe
listen to music, whatever, and then do it all

CALL ME BY YOUR NAME

HITS THEATRES DECEMBER 15TH

Armie Hammer (left) and Timothée Chalamet
soak up some rays in Call Me By Your Name

again the next day, and we really got to build
a good foundation of comfort and safety between the two of us before we even ever started
shooting anything.
What stayed with you the most
about your character after the filming
was over?
HAMMER: I have an intense desire to wear

extremely short shorts.
CHALAMET: I have an intense desire every
time I see a peach.
Yeah, the peach scene. How was
filming that?
CHALAMET: The prime example of Luca not

treating any scene with ceremony, or not
treating anything differently, was that scene
because I remember getting there that day and

Go to CINEPLEX.COM/QUEERCINEMA for a rundown
of groundbreaking movies with LGBTQ themes

you always kind of look to your director for
the tone of the set, for the mood, how things
are going, you’re always picking up on things
he probably didn’t infer, he’s probably not
emoting on purpose, but he was treating it
like every other scene, he was calm as day. It
just happened and then it was over.
Can you talk about filming with Luca?
The film is so beautifully shot.
CHALAMET: It’s totally a dream. I had seen

I Am Love before I ever got the chance to
meet with him, then had been attached to
[this film] for three years, loosely, and then
A Bigger Splash came out in that period so I
saw that too. So the dream and the desire to
work with him was exponential and he totally
lived up to everything I thought the experience would be.

What do you think will surprise audiences
about Call Me By Your Name?
HAMMER: The fact that anyone will be able to

sit through this regardless of their identification
or orientation, and see two people organically
and beautifully and tenderly and sweetly fall in
love with each other. And regardless of whoever you are with, you will be able to watch
this and remember the first time you had a
crush on somebody or became infatuated with
somebody or fell in love with somebody or had
your heart broken by somebody, and I think
that that is one of the beautiful things that
makes us all humans, that we do share these
emotions and feelings, and it’s what unites us
and unifies us, or can, hopefully.
Adriana Floridia is a content producer for
Cineplex.com.
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THE

JEDI
HAS

RETURNED
It’s been a long time coming, but we’re finally about to
find out where Luke Skywalker’s been for the past three
decades, what he’s been doing, and why he’s so sure
the Jedi must end. Mark Hamill, who revives his most
famous character for Star Wars: The Last Jedi, explains
why it’s going to be well worth the wait n BY MARNI WEISZ
inally, it ’s time for

Luke Skywalker’s story.
We all thought that
time had arrived two years
ago, when writer-director
J.J. Abrams picked up the tale
of Luke, his sister Princess Leia
and their friend Han Solo three decades
after we’d left them at the end of 1983’s
Return of the Jedi. But we were hoodwinked.
As satisfying as the seventh Star Wars film,
2015’s The Force Awakens, was, the fact that
we didn’t look upon Skywalker’s grizzled
face until 58 seconds before the final credits
rolled, well, felt like a bit of a bait and switch.
Mark Hamill, the actor who has played
Skywalker for 40 years, was also surprised
by his lack of screen time when he first read
The Force Awakens’ script, especially since
he’d spent the time since the new trilogy
was announced losing weight and getting in
shape for his big return.
But Hamill quickly came to appreciate
what he now calls “the most elaborate entrance in the history of movies.”

“To have Luke standing there, literally
on a cliff, I thought, come on, a cliffhanger
metaphor like that that, visually, I thought
was hilarious,” says Hamill with a laugh. The
66-year-old who plays Skywalker for the fifth
film in this month’s Star Wars: The Last Jedi is
on the phone from the Malibu home he shares
with his wife of 39 years, Marilou. “They all
but tattooed the words ‘To be continued’ on
my forehead.”
Still, it must have been frustrating not to
have a single scene with his old pal Han Solo
(Harrison Ford) before Solo’s dramatic death
at the hands of Kylo Ren (Adam Driver), the
villainous offspring of Solo and Princess Leia
(the late Carrie Fisher).
“Of course,” he says. “C’mon, look, I don’t
want to go there because I love them all
and they had decided how those characters
should interact and should not interact, but
absolutely, I made no bones about it. I said at
the very least let us go and not be able to save
Han, you know? Luke and Leia hook up, even
the last 11 minutes, rush to his side and the
same thing happens to him, but CONTINUED
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Rey (Daisy Ridley) confronts
Luke Skywalker (Mark Hamill)
in Star Wars: The Last Jedi

my god it’s his wife, I’m his best friend, it’ll
resonate, like people will be crying their eyes
out, what are you nuts?
“But they don’t listen to me. I’m just a hired
hand. Do the lines and go home and play with
the dog,” he jokes. “And I came to see how
right it was. You see, it’s not about us anymore,
it’s about a new generation.”
Hamill really, really wants you to know he’s
not complaining. And he’s not. He is having
an absolute ball with these new movies.
“I loved what J.J. did, I think he’s so smart,” he
insists. “Print that.”
Rian Johnson, The Last Jedi’s writer-director,
gets top grades too.
“Rian is highly, highly collaborative. He is a
dream in that regard,” Hamill says. “He listens
and you discuss things. He came to the house,
we had meetings, we had rehearsals. I mean,
look, it was the total immersion experience
that an actor can have with a director, almost
too good to be true.”

Go to CINEPLEX.COM/TRAILERBREAKDOWN
for a dissection of Star Wars: The Last Jedi’s trailer.

The only sting in an otherwise wonderful
experience is that Hamill’s on-screen sister
Carrie Fisher, who died suddenly last
December, is no longer along for the ride.
“She was wild and I’ll never stop missing
her,” he says softly. “I’m so sorry that she’s
not here to enjoy all this.”
Hamill is relaxing in his man cave surrounded by his toys and memorabilia — “my
puppets and my lunch boxes and my monster
model kits,” he says with relish. He’s always
been a huge collector and was a regular at
comic-book conventions long before he was
cast in 1977’s Star Wars. His attic, pool house
and basement are so full that he now rents a
storage space 90 minutes from his home for
the overflow.
So how many lightsabers does he have?
“You know, I don’t have a single one,” he
says with a laugh. “I don’t…. My son does all
the Stars Wars stuff. Do I have anything from
Star Wars in here? I must somewhere, but it’s

not prominent. I kept a couple of things over
the years but I always asked. You can’t just
walk off with something you know, it’s a prop,
it belongs to people.”
Personality-wise, the actor bears little
resemblance to Skywalker — neither the original trilogy’s wide-eyed version, whose voice
seemed like it could crack at any moment,
nor the older, worn-out Jedi of the new films.
He is jovial, energetic, and loves to talk and
laugh. He did so many panels and interviews
during April’s “Star Wars Celebration” that
he nearly lost his voice. He began one event
with the raspy address, “Welcome to the
Mark Hamill Salute to Harvey Fierstein Panel.”
There is something of the lounge performer
to Hamill — a joy of telling stories, being in
the spotlight, connecting with his audience.
And who has a larger audience with which to
connect than Hamill, who’s sold a bajillion
sheets, shampoo bottles, Halloween costumes
and action figures bearing his likeness?
Speaking of Star Wars’ iconic objets d’art,
Hamill’s dramatic entrance so late into
The Force Awakens meant he’d have to wait
one more film to be surrounded by Star Wars
props and set pieces. For instance, the
Millennium Falcon.
“It buckled the knees,” he says.
Although we saw Solo’s well-worn ship
on the shores of Ahch-To at the end of
The Force Awakens, when Rey (Daisy Ridley)
arrived aboard the “piece of junk,” the Falcon
was added in post. That final sequence was
shot on Skellig Michael, an environmentally
protected island off Ireland. There was no
way the authorities were going to allow a big
hunk of metal to be dropped onto its fragile
ecosystem.
CONTINUED

MARK HAMILL ON
CARRIE FISHER

The late Carrie Fisher on set with director Rian Johnson
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“This had given us a second life in our relationship
because there were long stretches where we wouldn’t
see each other, and not only were we reunited, but at
a comfort level that was rare. There’s not that many
people she trusted, and I was one of them and I was
grateful to be held in that regard. I mean, I loved her
dearly, she was like a sibling, we could fight and she
could drive me crazy and I’m sure I got on her nerves,
but that’s just like what life is and I’m so lucky to
have been in her orbit because she was delightful and
I miss her.” —MARK HAMILL

A behind-the-scenes shot shows the green tape
used to represent Skywalker’s prosthetic hand

For his first contact with Han’s old ship,
Hamill had to wait for The Last Jedi’s set.
“It was one of the most unforgettable experiences because, number one, you never
thought this would be within the realm of
possibility,” he says. “Not only are you back
where you started but every detail — the smell,
the way you sat on the couches — oh my gosh!
I mean, I had to be alone,” recalls Hamill.
He likens the experience to revisiting
an old childhood playhouse or classroom,
pointing out that he had few long-term places
like that in his early life because his father
was in the Navy and the family moved nearly
every year.
“This was that,” he says. “It was so long ago
and I was moved and filled with joy. It was
like, ‘Give me a minute, I have to catch my
breath here.’”
No surprise, there’s little Hamill can reveal
about the plot of the new film. Who is the
last Jedi? Will Rey find her family? Will Luke
reunite with Leia?
But he insists the film’s biggest spoiler is
already out there. “The [trailer] that they did

NO JOKE
most recently included the line
‘I only know one truth, it’s time
for the Jedi to end.’ Now, you
don’t get a bigger spoiler than
that coming out of Luke’s mouth.
And I will say that I was as shocked
to read that as you were to hear it.”
Like the rest of us — no, probably much
more than the rest of us — Hamill had always
had a vision of what became of Skywalker
after that bonfire on Endor burned out
and Return of the Jedi’s credits had rolled.
“I mean, obviously, he was to me the most
optimistic, hopeful character in the entire
original trilogy,” he says.
So it took a while for Hamill to reconcile
the hopeful Skywalker in his head with the
broken hermit Luke had become. But he did.
“What I think is interesting about it is that
it’s unexpected,” Hamill explains, “and in
Star Wars films it’s getting harder and harder
to deliver the unexpected because, just the
progression of the storyline, and the fans
being as, I was going to say rabid but I’ll say
enthusiastic as they are.”

The world is divided into
two types of people — those
who know that Mark Hamill
has spent the years since
the original Star Wars trilogy
as one of the most successful
and well-respected voice actors
around, and those who don’t. Hamill
is best-known for his vocal rendition
of Batman’s nemesis The Joker in
more than 20 animated TV shows,
movies and videogames dating all
the way back to 1993.

When asked if he ever imagines what his
life would have been like had he not been
Luke Skywalker he says, “You know, that’s
so funny, because I’ve heard that before —
‘What’s it like to have been in Star Wars?’ And
you have to say, ‘What’s it like not being in
Star Wars? Because I don’t know. Fate is a
funny thing. It’s all part of the journey.”
Marni Weisz is the editor of Cineplex Magazine.

FROM TATOOINE TO AHCH-TO

Hamill in Tunisia
for 1977’s Star Wars
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Although Skellig Michael, where Mark Hamill shot his only scene for
The Force Awakens and part of his Last Jedi performance, wasn’t built up with
evocative Star Wars sets, Hamill says it did remind him of making 1977’s Star Wars.
“Remember, I starred in the very first one, shooting the desert scenes in
North Africa, in Tunisia, on Tatooine,” he says. “We were on a salt flat where it’s
360 degrees of horizon of nothing but flat, white sand because there’s saltwater
beneath you so nothing grows, there’s no living anything.
“That was so otherworldly that it was similar. I’d never experienced anything
like that. The same thing on Skellig [which stood in for the planet of Ahch-To]
because when you got to the top of that breathtaking landmark whatever you
would call it, it’s just this incredible 11th-century monastery shrine where you go,
‘How did they get these stone steps out to the island in the Middle Ages?’ It’s
unlike anywhere that I’ve ever been.”
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GIFT THAT KEEPS
ON GIVING
Get free stuff when
you purchase a
$40 Cineplex Gift Card,
including free popcorn,
a premium upgrade,
buy-one-get-one general
admission, 100 SCENE
points and more!
Cineplex.com/Holiday
or in theatres

SWEET TREE

GET CRACKING

Warm up to these
Felt Hot Chocolate
Ornaments.

Bring some Canadiana into
your holiday decor with a
northern-themed Nutcracker.

$9 for a set of two,
HomeSense

$25, Indigo

ONE DAY
AT A TIME
Playmobil’s Royal
Ice Skating Trip
Advent Calendar
includes 24 daily
surprises that come
together to create a
winter wonderland.
$32, toy stores
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SEASON’S GREETINGS
Toronto illustrator Jamie Bennett’s Holiday Cards can
be purchased individually or in mix-and-match sets.
$13 for four, etsy.com/ca/shop/JamieBennettArt

GOOD ADVICE
We were sad when Anna Faris and
Chris Pratt split up, but we’re happy
Faris is still releasing her book of
anecdotes and advice, Unqualified,
in time for the holidays — and still
with a foreword by Pratt.
$37, bookstores

NIC CAGE
KNOWS
Supplement postholiday therapy with
the Nicolas Cage
Mood Board T-Shirt.
$30, headlineshirts.net
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LIL’ FORD + GOSLING
Reenact scenes from this year’s
Blade Runner 2049 with NECA’s
Officer K (Ryan Gosling) and
Rick Deckard (Harrison Ford)
Seven-Inch Scale Action Figures.
$40 each, Amazon.ca

HARD READ
EAT LIKE THE
WORLD’S ENDING
Cook up a scary-good meal with
The Walking Dead: The Official
Cookbook and Survival Guide,
a collection of recipes inspired by
the AMC zombie-apocalypse show.
$30, bookstores
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A lot of people consider
Die Hard their favourite
Christmas movie. Those
people may like to find
the illustrated storybook
A Die Hard Christmas
under the tree.
$17, bookstores

GIFT WITH HEART
Tackle those New Year’s
resolutions in the
Lolë Smart Bra X Mi Pulse,
a combination heart-rate
monitor and smart bra
that lets you work out
comfortably.
$185, lolewomen.com

D
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O
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STAY WARM
Columbia’s Voodoo Falls
590 Turbodown Jacket
is made with 100%
responsibly sourced down
and retains almost every
degree of body heat.
$200, columbiasportswear.ca

DOGGONE CUTE
This little Hat, Neck Warmer
and Leg Warmer Set is from
ED, Ellen DeGeneres’ line of
pet clothes and accessories.
$30, PetSmart

HEROIC CLEAN
Soap & Glory’s Soaper
Heroes Set will make
you feel like you have
superpowers…or are
superclean, anyway.
$24, Shoppers Drug Mart

WINNING LOOK
Support Team Canada’s efforts
at the PyeongChang 2018
Winter Olympics in HBC’s Limited
Edition Opening Ceremony Parka.
$225, The Bay
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FLYING HIGH
The coolest drones out
there have to be Propel’s
Star Wars Collector’s
Edition Battle Drones,
including (clockwise from
left) Darth Vader’s
TIE Advanced x1, the
T-65 X-wing Starfighter
and the Speeder Bike.

REY OF LIGHT
We’re worried about Rey. We
know she’s going to be tempted
by the Dark Side in The Last
Jedi. But our LEGO Star Wars
Rey Buildable Figure will
always find the light.

$249, Walmart

$30, toy stores
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ALAS, POOR SOLO
Refresh memories of
The Force Awakens before
seeing The Last Jedi with
Ian Doescher’s latest
William Shakespeare mash-up,
The Force Doth Awaken.
$16, bookstores

HELMET HEAD
Hasbro’s Poe Dameron
Electronic Helmet has a
surround-sound speaker
system that plays X-wing
and TIE fighter sounds,
and a mic that lets you
communicate with BB-8.
$120, toy stores

MEAN ’BOT
Sphero’s popular BB-8 droid
was the present of 2015.
Now the little droid has a
darker friend. Meet BB-9E,
an astromech from the
First Order. Boo. Hiss. But
we still want him.
$200, Apple.ca
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MAGIC MIC

CLEAN CANINE

New Year’s Eve is coming. Someone
on your list will be the life of the
party with their new HYPE Wireless
Karaoke To-Go Speaker Mic.

Bissell’s BarkBath is a
portable home bathing
system that gives your
doggie a deep clean with
virtually no mess and
hardly any water.

$40, The Bay
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$220, canada.bissell.com

COOKING
FOR A CAUSE

DO LUNCH
Prepare to eat healthy
at work or school next
year with help from
Rubbermaid’s LunchBlox,
a modular kit that snaps
together to keep your
salad ingredients fresh
and separate.
$13, Canadian Tire

KidFood Nation Cookbook
has recipes submitted by
kids to highlight their culture
or Canadian pride. Proceeds
go to Boys and Girls Clubs
of Canada and President’s
Choice Children’s Charity.
$20, select bookstores

JUST DESSERTS
Convert frozen fruit into
simple soft-serve treats
with the Yonanas Classic
dessert maker.
$50, Walmart
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CASTING CALL

n BY INGRID RANDOJA

SMITH

SPIES

NEW
ROLE

After Will Smith wraps up
shooting Aladdin next month
(he plays the wisecracking Genie),
he’ll step behind a microphone
to voice suave spy Lance Sterling
in the animated Spies in Disguise.
Co-directed by Nick Bruno
(The Peanuts Movie) and
Troy Quane (Ferdinand), the
family flick finds spy Lance
teaming up with nerdy gadget
creator Walter (Tom Holland)
to save the world.

SwankTAKES
Mother

ON

Hilary Swank is in Australia
filming I Am Mother, a
sci-fi thriller set in a postapocalyptic world that
focuses on a young woman
(Clara Rugaard) who lives
underground and is being
raised by a robotic mother.
Swank plays a stranger who
arrives on the scene and
threatens the robot’s power
over the girl.

WHAT’S GOING
ON WITH...

Zellweger
IS Garland
Renée Zellweger showed she can sing
back in 2002’s Chicago, and now the
Academy Award winner will once again put
her voice to work playing Judy Garland in
Judy. The film centres on Garland’s series
of sold-out concerts in London during the
winter of 1968. The fragile 47-year-old
singer was dealing with drug addiction,
homesickness and the fear she would not
live up to the audience’s expectations.
Writer Tom Edge (Netflix’s The Crown)
pens the script with Rupert Goold
(True Story) behind the camera.

56 | CINEPLEX MAGAZINE | DECEMBER 2017

THE INCREDIBLES 2
Pixar hit a homerun in 2004 with The Incredibles, which featured
superheroes Mr. Incredible (Craig T. Nelson), his wife Elastigirl
(Holly Hunter) and their kids Dash (Spencer Fox), Violet (Sarah Vowell)
and baby Jack Jack coming out of hiding to fight evil. Director Brad Bird
said he’d only make a sequel if he came up with an idea that was even
better than the first film, and in May 2015 he announced he was indeed
writing a sequel. The plot is being kept under wraps but we know the
story picks up right after the first film (the family is set to fight baddie
The Underminer), and will focus on Elastigirl. The principle cast returns, as
does Samuel L. Jackson as Frozone. Incredibles 2 hits theatres June 15th, 2018.

Elgort CAPTURES

Goldfinch
Baby Driver star Ansel Elgort will play
Theodore Decker in the adaptation of
Donna Tartt’s Pulitzer Prize-winning
novel The Goldfinch. Directed by
John Crowley (Brooklyn), the
epic story focuses on Theo’s
coming-of-age after his mother is
killed in a terrorist bombing inside
the Metropolitan Museum of Art.
Aneurin Barnard (Dunkirk’s French
soldier) plays Theo’s charismatic
friend Boris and rumour is
Ralph Fiennes is circling the role
of Hobie, an antiques dealer who
befriends Theo.

LIGHTS
OUT
FOR
FRESH FACE

Hong Chau
Hong Chau was so accustomed to the
lack of roles for Asian-American actors
that she thought a two-line role as a
lab technician was the best she could
hope for in director Alexander Payne’s
sci-fi satire Downsizing. Instead, she
landed the role of activist Ngoc Lan Tran,
who points out the folly of life in a
shrunken world in the film starring
Matt Damon and Kristen Wiig. Chau
has previously appeared in the TV
shows Treme and Big Little Lies.

WATTS

Naomi Watts has been cast in The Wolf Hour, which is set in 1977 during
New York City’s famous blackout that resulted in looting and arson.
Watts portrays June Leigh, a 1960s activist who has fallen on hard times
and must face her demons during the trying event. Alistair Banks Griffin
(Two Gates of Sleep) directs.

ALSO IN THE WORKS

Seventy-one-year-old Cher
joins the cast of the sequel Mamma Mia! Here We Go Again. Her role is being
kept a secret. Nicholas Hoult portrays The Hobbit and Lord of the Rings
author J.R.R. Tolkien in the bio-pic Tolkien. Ben is Back casts Julia Roberts
as a mom who welcomes back troubled son Lucas Hedges on Christmas Eve.
Morgan Freeman stars as former U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell in the
bio-pic Powell.
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RETURN ENGAGEMENT

CHRISTMAS

MIRACLE

n today’s Hollywood no movie studio would even
consider opening a Christmas movie in June, but
that’s exactly what 20th Century Fox studio
head Darryl Zanuck decided to do in 1947 with
Miracle on 34th Street. In addition to releasing the film
in summer, he also decided that the trailer wouldn’t even
mention it was a Christmas movie.
His curious choices paid off as crowds flocked to see
a movie that’s become a Holiday classic. Directed by
George Seaton, the film stars Edmund Gwenn as Kris Kringle,
a kindly old man who is hired by Macy’s department store
employee Doris Walker (Maureen O’Hara) to act as the
store’s Santa Claus. Trouble starts when Kris reveals he
is in fact Santa Claus, and eventually he has to go to
court to prove his identity.
English actor Gwenn sparkles as Kringle, especially
screens as part of
in his scenes with an eight-year-old Natalie Wood,
Cineplex’s Classic Films
who plays Doris’s spirited daughter, Susan. In fact,
series on December 2nd
Gwenn’s performance is so good it earned him an
and 13th. Go to
Oscar for Best Supporting Actor. In his acceptance
Cineplex.com/Events
speech the 70-old actor said, “Now I know there’s a
for times and
Santa Claus.” —INGRID RANDOJA

Miracle on
34th Street

locations.
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CINEPLEX STORE

The Month’s Best
Home Entertainment

MOTHER!

BLADE RUNNER 2049
BUY IT DECEMBER 26
Making a sequel to a sci-fi classic is risky, but when put in
the hands of inspired director Denis Villeneuve and brooding
stars Ryan Gosling and Harrison Ford you get a visually
stunning, thought-provoking pic worthy of the original.

BUY IT DECEMBER 5
RENT IT DECEMBER 19
Discover what all the fuss
is about when it comes to
director Darren Aronofsky’s
strange psychological thriller
that viewers either love or
loathe. Jennifer Lawrence
stars as Mother, whose
isolated life with her poet
husband (Javier Bardem) is
turned upside down with the
arrival of unexpected visitors.

FLATLINERS

HOME AGAIN
RENT IT DECEMBER 12
This lighthearted rom-com
casts Reese Witherspoon as a
single mom who invites three
aspiring filmmakers to live in
her guesthouse. While she’s
deciding whether any of the
younger men are relationship
material, her ex-husband
(Michael Sheen) arrives on
her doorstep.

THE LEGO
NINJAGO MOVIE
BUY IT DECEMBER 12
RENT IT DECEMBER 19
The latest LEGO pic finds
high school student Lloyd
(Dave Franco) moonlighting
as a ninja warrior in order
to defeat the evil Garmadon
(Justin Theroux), who
also happens to be his
estranged father.

BUY IT
DECEMBER 19
A too-curious
medical student
(Ellen Page)
and four of her
classmates feel
invincible after they
take part in near-death
experiments. However,
their exuberance is
short-lived as they start
to experience deadly
hallucinations.

RENT OR BUY MOVIES AT CINEPLEX.COM/STORE
WATCH ANYWHERE: Download the Cineplex Store app to watch your favourite movies on the widest selection of devices,
including Xbox One and Xbox 360, Roku, LG and Samsung Smart TVs, Android and iOS. Plus, earn SCENE points!
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FINALLY...

Guess

WHO
Do you recognize the actor seen here
playing billionaire Jean Paul Getty
in All the Money in the World?
Three guesses. Are you done?
It’s Kevin Spacey.
Spacey endured five hours in the
makeup chair each day to play the
American industrialist and oil magnate
(the real man is seen below) in director
Ridley Scott’s film about
the 1973 kidnapping
of Getty’s grandson,
John Paul Getty III,
and the
billionaire’s
reluctance
to pay the
ransom.

ALL THE MONEY IN THE WORLD
HITS THEATRES DECEMBER 22ND

JEAN PAUL GETTY PHOTO BY HULTON ARCHIVE/GETTY
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